
London National Boat Count 2010 - 2020

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Change 
since 
2010

Not registered 26 22 28 31 34 55 19 39 31 84 78 +200%

Boats with a home mooring 1607 1506 1599 1674 1732 1797 1935 2007 1970 1914 1783 +11%
Boats without a home 
mooring 413 522 638 769 1036 1225 1615 1880 2050 2208 2146 +419%

MAC (mooring awaiting 
confirmation) 31 62 40 83 140 143 57 48 24 33 8 -74%

BIN 13 5 6 7 4 3 4 6 2 9 2 -85%

Trailable 1 5 5 4 6 16 12 12 7 10 9 +900%

Other Navigations 10 15 10 13 12 16 20 9 14 16 19 +90%

Total

2101 2137
(2)

2326
(11)

2581
(23)

2964
(41)

3225
(53)

3662
(74)

4001
(90)

4098
(95)

4274
(103)

4045
(92)

+92%

Boat sightings only on CRT enforceable waters, Grand Union (Springfield to Brentford), Slough Arm, 
Paddington Arm, Regents, Hertford Union, Limehouse Cut, River Lee and River Stort



NBC Definitions

• Not registered – boats not licenced at the time of boat count
• MAC (Mooring Awaiting Confirmation) – licenced but information not 

yet provided as to whether boat has a home mooring or not
• BIN boats that have not been identified and no further sightings 
• Trailable – boats that are removed from the water after use
• Other navigations – boats are based on other navigation authority 

waterways, for example the Environment Agency waters and are on 
Canal & River Trust waters on a gold or short-term licence

• London National Boat Count covers the following waterways; Grand 
Union (Springfield to Brentford), Paddington Arm, Slough Arm, 
Regents, Hertford Union, Limehouse Cut, River Lee and River Stort



National Boat Count and other Boat sightings

• The March 2020 national boat count recorded 229 fewer boats in the 
than the 2019 NBC, however due to flooding and Covid-19 not every 
part of the London boat count was completed fully.

• Looking at other boat sightings (excluding boats on a home mooring)  
in Jan/Feb and Sept 2019 and 2020 there are more boats sighted.

• Jan/Feb 2019 - Jan/Feb 2020: +364 boats sighted (all boats)
• September 2019 – September 2020: +1542  boats sighted (all boats)
• Jan/Feb 2019 – 9421 (CC) Jan/Feb 2020 – 10,123 (CC) + 702
• September 2019 – 4742 (CC) September – 5889 (CC) + 1147



Jan/Feb 2019/2020 comparisons*

Jan/Feb 2019 Jan/Feb 2020 Change Jan/Feb 2019 Jan/Feb 2020 Change

Week number Continuous 
Cruisers

Continuous 
Cruisers - / + Boats with a home 

mooring
Boats with a home 
mooring - / +

1 (Jan) 796 400 - 396 153 29 - 124
2 (Jan) 1754 1706 - 48 216 146 - 70
3 (Jan) 1001 746 - 255 83 58 - 25
4 (Jan) 1085 1498 + 413 110 99 - 11

5 (Jan/Feb) 1122 1090 - 32 121 85 - 36
6 (Feb) 683 1398 + 715 106 124 + 18
7 (Feb) 1150 1005 - 145 135 82 + 53
8 (Feb) 892 1297 + 359 114 94 - 20
9 (Feb) 938 983 +45 102 85 - 17

Total 9421 10123 +702 1140 802 - 338

*All sightings excludes boat on their home mooring



Sept 2019/2020 comparisons*

*All sightings excludes boat on their home mooring

Sep-19 Sep-20 Change Sep-19 Sep-20 Change

Week number Continuous 
Cruisers

Continuous 
Cruisers - / + Boats with a home 

mooring
Boats with a home 
mooring - / +

36 (Sept) 833 926 + 93 259 310 + 51

37 (Sept) 1103 1206 + 103 166 258 + 92

38 (Sept) 1228 1399 + 171 251 293 + 42

39 (Sept) 1154 1227 + 73 198 271 + 73

40 (Sept/Oct) 424 1131 + 707 51 188 + 133

Total 4742 5889 + 1147 925 1320 + 395


