
Samuel Oldknow was the 
‘MAN WHO MADE MARPLE’ 
into an industrial town.

Follow in the footsteps of 
Samuel and his workers 
to enjoy the rich heritage 
of this area.

LIME KILNS SK6 7DW

O
ldknow built these industrial 
kilns between 1797 and 1802 to 

burn limestone from nearby. Some 
of Oldknow’s workers actually 
lived in cottages built into the bank 
above the kiln tunnels. These are 
now protected as a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument. 

Men unloaded thousands of tonnes 
of limestone and coal from boats 
into pots at the tops of the kilns.

Can you find the circles in the  
grass which show us where the  
tops of those pots are?

AQUEDUCT SK6 5LD

M
arple Aqueduct is one of only 
a few Scheduled Ancient 

Monuments that you can cross by 
boat. This amazing structure offers 
stunning views over the River Goyt 
and its wooded landscapes. 

Opened in 1800, it was built using 
brick and two types of local stone.  
It carries the Peak Forest Canal 
from its terminus at the Bugsworth 
Basin, Derbyshire, towards 
Dukinfield Junction, Manchester, 
where it joins the Ashton Canal.

Engineers and volunteers helped 
to conserve this special place.

How long does it take?
It takes a few hours to visit 
Mellor Mill. Or make a day of 
it by including Roman Lakes.

How long does it take?
It only takes half an hour 
to visit the lime kilns. 

How long does it take?
If you only have an 
hour then you can 
explore the aqueduct.

Painting of Mellor Mill by Joseph Parry.
Photographed by Arthur M. Procter and reproduced by kind 
permission of Mellor Archaeological Trust

MELLOR MILL SK6 7DR

B
uilt for Oldknow in 1790-92, 
550 people, mostly women and 

children, worked here in 1804. 
Oldknow changed this area forever. 
Archaeologists have been excavating 
the site since 2016 to understand 
more about this important place. 
Their work has helped us understand 
how its three waterwheels worked.

Since accidentally burning down in 
1892, the ruins have been reclaimed by 
nature. One rare and beautiful black 
walnut tree, sown by Samuel Oldknow 
himself in 1790, outlived both him and 
his mill.

Explore the fairy tale remains of 
the Gothic-style lime kilns.
Photograph by Arthur M. Procter

Visit Britain’s tallest aqueduct.
© TBC

Lime kilns, bays 1-7, c 1900s.
Courtesy of MLHS/Marple Website Virtual History Tour

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

S
troll along the canal, relax on 
the greens and watch the boats 

floating by. Marple boasts  
a spectacular flight of 16 canal 
locks, one of the steepest flights  
in Britain. 

Oldknow was a champion of the 
Peak Forest Canal along which 
he built a warehouse and Posset 
Bridge (SK6 7BZ). You can still see 
the remains of the wharf next to 
his warehouse. The wharf can be 
found using the mooring post and 
crane which still survive today.

Oldknow’s former mill ponds  
provided water to power Mellor 
Mill. These are now known as  
the Roman Lakes leisure park  
(SK6 7HB).

How long does it take?
Stay a while longer – the locks 
are a 30-minute walk along the 
towpath from the aqueduct.

Clockwise from top left: Posset Bridge c. 1920 
Courtesy: Bugsworth Basin Heritage Trust

Oldknow’s warehouse nowadays © India Rabey

The mill pond at Mellor Mill © India Rabey

Roman Lakes Postcard  
Courtesy of MLHS/Marple Website Virtual History Tour 

Revealing Oldknow’s Legacy

OLDKNOW’S APP
You can download 
our free app from 
Oldknows.com for lots 
more stories about 
Oldknow’s legacy. Plug 
in your earphones, put 
your phone away and 
take a tour of Samuel 
Oldknow’s finest work.

LEARN MORE
If you’d like to  
book a talk, tour  
or educational visit 
then please get in 
touch via the website.

OLDKNOWS.COM

HOW TO FIND US
Marple is 15 minutes 
drive from Stockport, 
or 30 minutes directly 
on the train from 
Manchester, and an 
hour from Sheffield.

To plan your journey 
on public transport, 
visit traveline.info

GUIDE & MAP
to Marple and Mellor

OLDKNOWS.COM

Cover image: Marple Aqueduct. © Xxxxxx
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