
 

 

East Midlands Annual Public Meeting 
2nd November 2018 

Location 

Voluntary Action LeicesterShire, 9 Newarke Street, Leicester LN1 5SN 

 

Record of Q & A session 

“Let’s Fish” campaign - Peter Fieldhouse (National Angling Advisory Group) 

Noted that the campaign had not been covered within the presentations or discussion so far. He 
commented that these had been a great success in engaging young people in the sport, providing 
a wellbeing benefit to the local community and that 4000 new anglers had been engaged through 
the campaign. 

LF acknowledged Peter’s comments and the success of the campaign. The local “Let’s Fish” event 
was only held two days before this meeting; unfortunately, images were not available for the 
presentation.  

 

Improved engagement with ethnic minorities – Baldwin Trust 

The Baldwin Trust are working to engage people from the wider community within their trustees 
and workforce. He feels that that the ethnic minorities which make up the communities around the 
waterways are not currently represented within the Trust or partners and asked for more detail on 
the Trust’s plans was to increase engagement amongst the BAME community. 

PM and AM acknowledged that we have not significantly progressed in this area and reiterated that 
this is an important area of work for the Trust. It was noted however that this is not an easy task, it 
is complicated, and it is early days for the Trust in moving forward in this area. The Trust will be 
recruiting a ‘Community Roots Officer’ in Leicester as a starting point.  

HC shared information about research being undertaken by Cardiff University to identify 
perceptions of waterways and barriers to greater involvement within communities living adjacent to 
the waterways, with Leicester included as one of the main study areas.  RP reiterated there is not a 
quick fix and it will take time to build trust in these communities. 

 

 



 

Weed control issues in Leicester – Anne Hock (Leicester Rowing Club) 

Weed issues on the Mile Straight in Leicester restrict activity due to safety concerns. Reported 
that it is usually cleared by the Environment Agency using a Trust boat but apparently this was not 
available this year as it is allegedly being sold.  

RP confirmed that the Trust does sell boats which no longer have an operational function; PM noted 
to look into the local issue regarding weed clearance. Post meeting note: the Trust’s contractors 
treat floating pennywort twice a year on the River Soar, working in partnership with the 
Environment Agency to enable the same contractors to treat weed on Environment Agency waters at 
the same time.   

 

Relationship with Sport England – John Byrne (Leicestershire & Rutland Sport) 

Asked what relationship the Trust has with Sport England / County Sports Partnerships.  

HC and RP responded that this was an area for development; the Trust already has some links 
through the activity and sports manager and existing projects. Sport England’s former chief 
executive, Jennie Price has recently joined as a Trustee. 

 

Street art at Leicester Outdoor Pursuits Centre - Stuart Fraser (Leicester Outdoor Pursuits 
Centre) 

Stuart highlighted the positive work they had done at the centre through the Trust’s Hinterlands 
Project, pointing out the potential positives of graffiti if done correctly. LF and HC acknowledged 
that street art can help to improve locations and reduce instances of vandalism and graffiti.  

 

Moorings and facilities in Leicester - Peter Smith (Lead Volunteer – River Soar VLK) 

Peter mentioned the outdated and unfair reputation that Leicester has amongst the boating 
community. He noted the lack of mooring and toilet facilities in Leicester which prevents boating 
customers from enjoying the area – including the new facilities at Friar’s Mill and Memory Lane. He 
stated that there are no toilets between Kilby and Barrow; similarly from Foxton Locks to the Trent 
(50 miles) there are no facilities. 

SP said that the work delivered to date on the new moorings at Memory Lane was only phase 1 and 
that the phase 2 works, which would include facilities e.g. water, electric bollards and potentially 
Elsan disposal, is due to be completed by April 2019. 

 

Towpath access issues in Loughborough - Barrie Ball (Clear Cut Conservation)  

Barrie brought up the issue of towpath accessibility in the Loughborough area due to barriers at 
certain entry points. 



 

PM stated that the Trust is working to improve accessibility but this is a challenging area as we 
have to limit access for unauthorised vehicles and antisocial behaviour whilst allowing access to all 
legitimate users. A project to improve access is being trialled on the Grantham Canal and this has 
the potential to be rolled out to other areas.  

 

Future management of EA waters 

Is there any further news on the proposed transfer of Environment Agency waters to the Trust? 

RP stated that the Trust has been in discussion with the relevant bodies about this but there are 
issues in relation to the funding available to support the future management of these waterways. 
Without the right level of funding being made available, the Trust is unlikely to take on management 
of these waterways.  

 

Improving water quality of Trust waterways - Amanda Patterson (Environment Agency) 

PM mentioned plans for working with partners on catchment level management as well as the 
Trust’s proposals to better manage hedgerows to reduce agricultural run-off entering the 
waterways.  LF mentioned anecdotal evidence from educational activities that the water quality in 
several waterways is good.  

Terry Cavender (Buckingham Canal Society) mentioned a recent pollution incident in the Cosgrove 
area which led to a significant loss of aquatic invertebrates and fish. They have been working with 
the EA to restore the aquatic wildlife in the waterway and have a good relationship. 

 

 


