
 

Well the festive season is truly here and the end of another year 

is just around the corner, not quite sure where the 2017 has 

gone if I’m being honest. Many thanks to you all for the valiant 

work that has been carried out throughout the year, without your 

contributions we wouldn’t be able to achieve what we do. 

You have managed some great achievements this year and we 

at the Trust would like you all to know that your enthusiasm and 

dedication is a fundamental part of helping us achieve our goals 

each year, so a big Thank You to you all.  
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The Shropshire Union Canal near Market Drayton is to benefit from a 

ground-breaking partnership between HM Prison Service and the 

Canal & River Trust charity, which cares for 2,000 miles of canals. 

The Trust will be working closely with HMP Stoke Heath, an adult male 

training prison near Market Drayton, to provide vocational training 

opportunities on the canal towpath at Tyrley Locks to help prisoners 

close to release gain valuable work experience. 

This is a win-win arrangement for everyone. The canal and towpath will 

be kept in tip top condition around Tyrley Locks which is a very 

picturesque, popular spot on the Shropshire Union Canal. Society and 

the prisoners themselves also benefit as the canal provides a real life 

public environment where prisoners, who are nearing the end of their 

terms, can gain valuable vocational skills, improving their job prospects 

when they leave. The prisoners will be fully supervised at all times. 

Tasks will include vegetation management, grass cutting, litter picking, 

painting fences, huts and lock gates, and towpath repairs. 

Gary McManus, a prison officer at HMP Stoke Heath, explained: “We want to reassure the public that any 

prisoners taking part in the scheme will have undergone a rigorous risk assessment beforehand. They will 

all be near the end of their sentence and eligible for release and will have volunteered for the work.” 

“Stoke Heath runs a wide range of vocational courses which prepare prisoners for making a success of 

their lives once they leave prison. We are delighted to be working with the Canal & River Trust and our 

prisoners will gain immensely from the experience and visitors will have the pleasure of walking along a 

clean and tidy canal towpath.” 
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Small Task Team volunteers have been busy throughout the year with not only the volunteering work they 

do in repairing and improving the waterway but also assisting the Trust with our trip boat at Ellesmere and 

Whitchurch festivals this year. Picking up the reins after the passing of Paul Mills, John Riley, Pauls’s 

more than able No.2 for many a year, reunited the team after a short summer break and have been 

tackling some access points and lock painting at several locations along the waterway. 

During August, the team helped out 

at the Ellesmere Festival event with 

the trip boat as usual but also with a 

rather different mode of transport for 

the festival goers. Roger Birch 

operated a quick crossing using a 

pontoon. This was highly 

successful, carrying over 1000 

people! 

 

Later in the month the team returned to Calveley to tackle the 

completion of the access steps that were replaced previously, 

topping off the steps and painting not only the access steps but 

a multitude of other canalside funiture and totem posts.  

 

 

 

Early September saw the return of the Whitchurch 

Boat Gathering and again the Small Task Team 

Volunteers were there t assist with the Trip Boat Bala. 

 

September and October’s work parties were spent 

painting locks at both Swanley and Baddiley Locks, 

preparing and repainting locks as well repairing and 

painting fences and other furniture. 

 

 

 

Small Task Team Volunteers are always open to new 

members, so if you like to attend one of their work parties, 

usually on the last Thursday of the month, please contact 

John Riley - john.riley295@btinternet.com for details. 

 

mailto:john.riley295@btinternet.com


 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers from Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch 

Adopters (SUMBA) continued the work started earlier in 

the year at Sykes Hollow on the Middlewich Branch of 

the Shropshire Union, finishing the improvements to the 

moorings by installing a matting that will mesh into the 

grass and provide a sturdier surface under foot to enable 

wheelchairs and people with limited mobility to access 

the picnic area and recently refurbished hut. 

Alongside the mooring improvements, they also installed 

a new interpretation board detailing the history of Sykes 

Hollow and the Middle Branch of the Shropshire Union 

Canal. 

The SUMBA volunteers are currently engaged in offside 

vegetation along the branch and their twice monthly 

hedge laying project continuing the work started a year 

ago at Cholmondeston Lock with the Peoples Postcode 

Lottery funded Helping Hedgerows Project. 

The hedge laying project will continue until March with 2 

dates each month, January 8th &  25th, February 12th & 

22nd and March 12th & 22nd, if you would like to get 

involved with the hedge laying or with SUMBA in general 

please contact Graham Russell at 

sumbacanal@btinternet.com or visit their website for 

further details www.sumbavolunteers.org/home.html   
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The International Duck Race was a great family fun day but also had some key messages to get across to 

the 300 participants who came along. Many had not been to the canal in Chirk, did not know about the 

World Heritage Site, there were interesting discussions about the difference between an aqueduct and a 

viaduct and some used it as a stepping stone to building up the confidence to walk over the Pontcysyllte 

aqueduct. 

There was a great response from volunteers to join us on the venture and it was great to see so many 

canal and river trust staff turn up with their own families. The ducks were ‘encouraged’ by four kayakers to 

swim from the basin that was in Wales across Chirk Aqueduct to England, supported by Vinnie the Vole. 

The sun was shining and after a slow start it was quite amusing at how competitive it became as the 

finishing line got closer. The first three winners won horse drawn boat trip for 4 from Llangollen Horse 

drawn boats, vouchers for Anderton Boat Lift and a voucher for the local coffee shop. 

From the feedback from volunteers and staff, it sounded like everyone enjoyed it and there was definitely 

an appetite to repeat it next year…but thankyou to everyone who supported this slightly wacky venture 

and the queue has started for anyone wanting to wear an inflatable duck outfit for next year!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I've known about the Canal & River Trust for a while and have a 

background in events and volunteering, and I also have a passion for 

anything to do with wildlife and history. When I got offered the chance to 

volunteer on the 'International Duck Race' in October, I thought this 

would be a great opportunity for me to put all my experiences and 

interests together. It was such a good day; the sun came out and 

everyone was smiling”.  

“Being the 'new volunteer' is always a little bit nerve-racking but 

everyone made me feel welcome immediately. After being out of work 

for a while, it gave me a great boost in my confidence. I love working 

and talking to people, and with the staff from the waterway and the other 

volunteers, we all just got stuck in to make the event the best it could be. 

There was a lovely 'buzz' to the day and it was great to be with 

likeminded people. There were so many positive comments from 

participants afterwards that I felt really good at being part of this unique 

event and now I'm really eager to find out what I can get involved in 

next” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We are amazed to report it is one year on, from 

our first WAVE work party at Wern Claypits, 

aiming to restore this small nature reserve for 

people and wildlife to enjoy. We would like to 

thank everyone who has helped us over this first 

year. Contributing nearly 650 hours between us 

we have made a huge difference, along with help 

from the Canal & River Trust in dealing with the 

large trees, as can be seen in the photos. Willow is 

very determined but we are winning, in allowing 

more light into the reserve. 

It has been very satisfying to have gained the 

support of the locals in our endeavours. We are 

unaware of any negative feedback, which means 

we must be doing something right, someone even 

made a litter bin which is emptied regularly! As 

well as allowing more light onto the water, we have 

tried to make the reserve more bird friendly.  

15 bird boxes were erected last winter, 8 of them 

successful. A total of 49 blue tits and 7 great tits 

fledging.  

We shall continue our monthly work parties and                     

welcome anyone who cares to join us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can be contacted on eakins.dave@gmail.com for further information. Alternatively, just visit and enjoy 

the peace and quiet of this little gem off the Monty, you may even see the otter!  

 

Before 

Before 

After 

After 

mailto:eakins.dave@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

For a number of years, the land alongside Lock15 at 
Audlem has presented attractive gardens to those 
arriving at the flight of locks. This goes back to the old 
British Waterways days. In 2015 this arrangement 
was formalised as a Canal & River Trust “Adoption” 
scheme with a group attached to the local community 
sustainability group ADAPT (Audlem & District Acting 
Positively for Transition).  
And so, the ADAPT Lock 15 Gardeners Group 
Adoption was planted. 
 
Bearing in mind the position alongside the lock, 
including a lock hut, the aim has been to create a 
cottage garden appearance with a mixture of 
vegetables and flowers being grown. The gardening 
principles the members have followed have been: 
 

• to garden organically 

• to use companion planting of vegetables and flowers  

• to encourage pollinating insects and wildlife generally  

• to enhance the area as an attractive welcome to Audlem to visitors 
 
The group has had around half a dozen members and has included experienced gardeners and those 
new to gardening. We have now completed two seasons and a notable variety of vegetables have been 
grown including potatoes, onions, courgettes, broad beans, runner beans, French beans, leeks, parsnips, 
carrots, broccoli, kale, Jerusalem artichokes, rhubarb, raspberries, blackberries and woad. In addition, a 
herb garden is in its first season. 
Flowers have been planted along the front of each plot with some naturally growing wildflowers adding 
interest and colour. 
An addition feature has been the development of a “shade garden” where natural woodland flowers can 
grow, including Fritillaries, Cyclamens, White Violets and wild native Daffodils. 
We have been heartened by the number of visitors who have commented positively on the gardens and 
we have been able to share some of our bounty with them. 
The members also act as a “welcome” team to visitors to Audlem and it is hoped that a “welcome station” 
will be established at the lock. We are always happy to talk to visitors, so if you see us hard at work please 
stop and have a chat. 
 

Adrian Leighton,  

ADAPT Lock 15 Gardeners Group Adoption  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information about any of the above taskforce events please refer to our  

 page and select the appropriate Diary for the event. 

Or visit the Canal & River Trust website for details of all of our  events. 

 

 

  Trevor Visitor Centre, at 10am every third Wednesday in the month. 

  Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Based mainly at Trevor Visitor Centre, but occassionally working further 

afield – light vegetation works, painting, litter picking, towpath clearance, 

customer enhancements and other work to benefit the World Heritage Site 

  Outside Shroppie Fly, 10am every second Saturday in the month.  

 Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Litter picking, towpath clearance, customer enhancements, painting of lock 

flight, access improvements, vegetation management, etc… 

 

  Northgate Locks at 10am every last Saturday in the month.   

 Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Litter picking, towpath clearance, customer enhancements, painting, access 

improvements, vegetation management, etc…      

  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways/volunteering-in-north-wales-and-borders
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer/ways-to-volunteer/towpath-taskforce
mailto:martin.watson@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:angela.barnett@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:angela.barnett@canalrivertrust.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 9th Towpath Taskforce Audlem - Meet outside the Shroppie Fly pub at 10am every 

second Saturday in the month. General tidying and painting of locks and surrounding 

area. For details please contact Angela Barnett – angela.barnett@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

Monday 11th  Hedge Laying, Cholmondeston – Meet at Cholmondeston Locks at 9.30am, guidance 

and equipment will be provided but please wear sturdy clothing and footwear. Future 

dates are January 8th & 25th, February 12th & 22nd and March 12th & 22nd      

Please contact Steve Maguire – stephen.maguire@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Tues 12th – Fri 15th   Offside Vegetation, Chester – Working alongside Trust staff in the Northgate area of 

Chester trimming back vegetation on the offside from a boat. Maximum of 2 volunteers 

required each day. Contact Stephen Maguire – stephen.maguire@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Wednesday 13th Towpath Taskforce World Heritage Site – Meet at Trevor Visitor Centre at 10am. 

Light physical work, litter picking, painting, towpath clearance, vegetation management. 

Please contact Martin Watson – martin.watson@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Thursday 14th  Welshpool Adoption Group – Come along and join in with the Welshpool Adoption 

Group based on the Montgomery Canal in and around the Welshpool area. For further 

details please contact Roger Birch – roger.birch@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Saturday 16th  Towpath Taskforce Chester - Meet at Northgate Lock Hut at 10am. Light physical 

work, litter picking, painting, towpath clearance, vegetation management….           

Please contact Angela Barnett – angela.barnett@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

Mon 18th – Thurs 21st    Offside Vegetation, Chester – Working alongside Trust staff in the Northgate area of 

Chester trimming back vegetation on the offside from a boat. Maximum of 2 volunteers 

required each day. Contact Stephen Maguire – stephen.maguire@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

  

Gnosall Parish Council Adoption - Meet on most Saturdays 10am at Navigation Inn, 

Gnosall. Carrying out light vegetation works, minor towpath repairs, litter picking and 

painting. Please contact Barry Witts barry.witts@gmail.com for further details. 

Montgomery and Llangollen Canal Volunteer Group - Friday group meeting each 

week to complete a variety of tasks along the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals.       

Contact Roger Birch – roger.birch@canalrivertrust.org.uk for more details each week. 

 Welshpool Adoption Group – The Welshpool Adoption Group meets 9.30am every 

Thursday by the slipway at the bottom of the Church St Carpark in the centre of 

Welshpool. For further details, contact Pat Ward - patward@intonet.co.uk  

 

 

North Wales & Borders Volunteering 

T 0303 040 4040 

E enquiries.northwalesborders@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Charity number 1146792 

Got any stories or suggestions for our next issue? 

Please contact us 

If you wish to be added to the list to receive this newsletter and other volunteering information, please contact 

Jason Watts – Volunteer Support Team Leader – jason.watts@canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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