
 

We need your help! Canal & River Trust have several events in 

the coming months and we would like your support to deliver 

them. From a Taskforce event within the grounds of the Historic 

Anderton Boat Lift to a Let’s Fish! event in Ellesmere Port, 

aimed at introducing young children to the joys of fishing, we 

need your assistance.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anderton Boat Lift would like as many volunteers as possible on Tuesday 4th and/or Wednesday 5th 

July to assist with sprucing up the grounds around this magnificent structure prior to our very own 

Waterway’s Alive Awards ceremony.  

If your feeling green fingered, and can assist with weeding, light vegetation works or planting, or simply 
fancy a spot of painting or would like to assist in any other way please contact Mel Darch at the Anderton 
Boat Lift (01606 786 777 option 8 or melissa.darch@canalrivertrust.org.uk ) to let her know how you can 
help. Your help with this would be greatly appreciated by the team at Anderton. 
 
 
Another event we would like some assistance with in July, is 
the Let’s Fish! Event taking place at Ellesmere Port on 
Wednesday 26th July. As part of our National Let’s Fish! 
Campaign we are hosting a flagship event at the National 
Waterways Museum at Ellesmere Port on the 26th July and 
we would like 3 willing volunteers to help us signing-in all the 
attendees and ensuring a photography consent form has been 
completed. There will be some of our Explorers team on site 
throughout the day offering activities for all the family. The 3 
volunteers will act as Trust ambassadors and be available to 
speak to families about the Trust and what we do as a charity. 
The event will run from 10am-4pm so it would be great if you 
could arrive around 9.15am for a briefing with the rest of the 
team. 
If you are interested and think you could be an Ambassador 
for the Trust, please contact Jason Watts 
jason.watts@canalrivertrust.org.uk in the first instance for 
more information.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to say a fond farewell to Christine and Gordon Fraser, 2 of our 

Chester based volunteers who are moving on to pastures new for the next installment of life’s 

adventure. 

Christine and Gordon have been a big part of the 

Towpath Taskforce Chester, and in fact for over a 

year now Christine has been running the monthly 

Taskforce event on behalf of Canal & River Trust, 

ensuring the Chester volunteers have plenty of 

work to do as well as making sure they are 

rewarded with the obligatory hot beverages, 

supplemented with her home made Lemon Drizzle 

cake! 

Christine has been a huge part of everything 

volunteering within the Chester area and she and 

Gordon will be greatly missed, but we all wish 

them the very best for the next part of there 

adventure. 

Christine and Gordon have been instrumental in the inclusion of the local community and the project at 

Cambrian Road access point is a fine example of what can be achieved when the local community get 

completely on board with a canal side project. Not only did Gordon design the project to improve the 

access point but Christine got the local community, including the local scouts, fired up to ensure the 

project was a complete success. Canal & River Trust even managed to enlist the support of Bank of 

America Merril Lynch in the construction of the raised beds as part of their Corporate Adoption scheme. 

As you can see below the improvement to the area has been significant and the whole community will 

benefit from the improvements. 

Stephen Maguire, local Customer Operations Supervisor would 

like to add, 

“Saddened by the departure of Chris and Gordon 

from the Chester Towpath Taskforce as they were a 

vital component of this group, will miss their 

enthusiasm for volunteering in Chester” 

So, I’m sure you’ll join us in wishing a fond farewell 

to Christine & Gordon, and all the best for the future 

from all of us at Canal & River Trust.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

   

Joinery students from Reaseheath College have put their building 

skills to the test by refurbishing a small former clay pit office on the 

banks of the Shropshire Union Canal Middlewich Branch, near 

Church Minshull in mid Cheshire. 

In a joint project with the Canal & River Trust charity and volunteers 

from SUMBA (Shropshire Union Middlewich Branch Adopters), the 

third-year students have rescued the dilapidated building by installing 

a new door, window, roof timbers, tiles and guttering. 

SUMBA obtained a community grant from Cheshire East Council for 

the building materials, which were transported to site, along with the 

eight students, in true canal style by the Trust’s 72 feet historic 

workboat ‘Malvern’. 

The brick hut used to be a manager’s office for the Cholmondeston 

clay pit which was operational from the late 1960s until 2002, 

providing clay for re-lining the canal. The building forms the focal 

point of a waterside clearing which has now been turned into an 

attractive picnic area, thanks to SUMBA’s enthusiastic 

volunteers.  Over the coming months, they will be working hard to 

install a new picnic bench, interpretation panels and boat access to 

the site. The table will be made by ‘Men in Sheds’ from Crewe, using 

wood recycled by SUMBA volunteers when they repaired the nearby 

Brickyard Bridge.  

Duncan Davenport, local customer operations manager with the 

Canal & River Trust, said: “We have the challenge of looking after 

2,000 miles of the nation’s waterways. Volunteer projects like this can 

make a massive difference to how visitors enjoy our beautiful canals.  

“SUMBA volunteers have done a fantastic job, over many months, in 

transforming this former clay pit site into a peaceful canal side picnic 

haven. For boaters and for walkers taking a short stroll from Venetian 

Marina, this will be a lovely place to stop and enjoy the Cheshire 

countryside.” 

“We are particularly delighted to join forces with Reaseheath College 

to secure the future of the heritage claypit building. We hope it will be 

the start of a close relationship which benefits both students and the 

Trust.” 

Graham Russell, SUMBA's coordinator added: “The students have 

done a great job with the hut and it's good to be able to involve our 

local college and Men in Sheds in our waterway project. SUMBA 

welcomes new volunteers and information about our work and 

contact details can be found on our website 

www.sumbavolunteers.org.” 

 
 
 

http://www.sumbavolunteers.org/


 

 

 

 

 

A team of volunteers from Marks & Spencer Bridgnorth gave up their day to come and volunteer out on 

the waterway. They assembled at 10am on a wet and windy morning at Autherley Junction at the south 

end of the Shropshire Union Canal, with the intention of painting the stop lock but due to the weather is 

was a case of Plan B. 

The alternative works was to clear extensive vegetation from around the 2 arch viaduct and fence line 

around the feeder channel and as you can see below they cewrtainly got stuck in despite the early 

weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

Canal & River Trust are planning to highlight some of the volunteer roles within the waterways and will feature 

these on our website, one of these will be a feature on the day in the life of a towpath ranger and we’re on the 

lookout for towpath rangers who would like to be involved in this. We’d like to get a spread of locations and 

both male and female.  If you carry out a role as a towpath ranger and would like to help with this feature by 

giving us an insight into your day, please let us know and I’ll get our Campaigns Manager to get in touch. 

 

 

“Thank you, Roger, for a fabulous day at the Canal & River Trust today, near Wolverhampton. We all enjoyed it so 

much.”    Rachel, Marks & Spencer 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further information about any of the above taskforce events please refer to our  

 page and select the appropriate Diary for the event. 

Or visit the Canal & River Trust website for details of all of our  events. 

 

 

  Anderton Boat Lift at 10am every first Wednesday in the month. 

 Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Within Anderton Boat Lift Grounds - Weeding of beds & borders, painting, 

litter picking, mowing/strimming, planting and shrub clearance, towpath 

clearance, customer enhancements 

  Outside Shroppie Fly, 10am every second Saturday in the month.  

 Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Litter picking, towpath clearance, customer enhancements, painting of lock 

flight, access improvements, vegetation management, etc… 

 

  Northgate Locks at 10am every last Saturday in the month.   

 Light physical work, some manual handling. 

Litter picking, towpath clearance, customer enhancements, painting, access 

improvements, vegetation management, etc…      

  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/north-wales-and-borders-waterways/volunteering-in-north-wales-and-borders
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer/ways-to-volunteer/towpath-taskforce
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Wednesday 4th & 5th  Towpath Taskforce Anderton – Pre – Award Ceremony Taskforce.       

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Meet at 10am at Reception of Anderton Boat Lift. Working in 

and around the Anderton Boat Lift, duties to include painting, vegetation and planting, 

litter picking. See feature earlier in this month’s Newsletter                                   

Contact Mel Darch on 01606 786777 option 8 or melissa.darch@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

   

Saturday 8th Towpath Taskforce Audlem - Meet outside the Shroppie Fly pub at 10am every 

second Saturday in the month. General tidying and painting of locks and surrounding 

area. For details please contact Neville Preece – neville.preece@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

Wednesday 26th  Let’s Fish! Ellesmere Port – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 3 volunteers required for 

assistance with booking in participants for the angling and canoeing events and acting 

as Canal & River Trust Ambassadors for the day. See feature earlier in Newsletter.                                                                

Please contact Jason Watts for further details jason.watts@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Saturday 29th  Towpath Taskforce Chester - Meet at Northgate Lock Hut at 10am. Light physical 

work, litter picking, painting towpath clearance, vegetation management….           

Please contact Steve Maguire – stephen.maguire@canalrivertrust.org.uk   

 

 

 

Gnosall Parish Council Adoption - Meet on most Saturdays 10am at Navigation Inn, 

Gnosall. Carrying out light vegetation works, minor towpath repairs, litter picking and 

painting. Please contact Barry Witts barry.witts@gmail.com for further details. 

Montgomery and Llangollen Canal Volunteer Group - Friday group meeting each 

week to complete a variety of tasks along the Llangollen and Montgomery Canals.       

Contact Roger Birch – roger.birch@canalrivertrust.org.uk for more details each week. 

 Welshpool Adoption Group – The Welshpool Adoption Group meets 9.30am every 

Thursday by the slipway at the bottom of the Church St Carpark in the centre of 

Welshpool. For further details, contact Pat Ward - patward@intonet.co.uk  

 

 

 

North Wales & Borders Volunteering 

T 0303 040 4040 

E enquiries.northwalesborders@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Charity number 1146792 

Got any stories or suggestions for our next issue? 

Please contact us 

If you wish to be added to the list to receive this newsletter and other volunteering information, please contact 

Jason Watts – Volunteer Support Team Leader – jason.watts@canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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