
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Waterway Adoptions 

Telling the story of Waterway Community Adoptions 

Group Name:  Girlguiding Leeds  

Girlguiding Leeds encompasses all Rainbow, Brownie, Guide and Senior Section 

groups within the Leeds area 

Where is your adoption? 

You can find the Girlguiding Leeds Canal & River Trust adoption around Lock 1 of the Aire & Calder 

Navigation in Leeds 

Why did your group adopt?  

Outdoor and community activities are both important elements of 

Girlguiding, so to combine both in an adoption scheme with the 

Canal & River Trust was a perfect solution through which we could 

channel our energy. The adoption is flexible allowing everyone to choose how they get involved, from 

our youngest Rainbows, aged five, through to adults. 

Your biggest achievement to date?  

While all our girls and adult volunteers learn about water safety and 

their choice of other topics related to canals, they also get involved 

in practical activities such as painting a mural on a canal wall to 

cover unsightly graffiti. When the girls have been out weeding, litter 

picking and planting flowers they have received lots of positive 

response and comment from local residents and fishermen who 

frequent the canal. However, our biggest achievement is to have 

involved more than 350 girls and 100 adult volunteers within the 

activities of the adoption scheme to date.  

  

‘We have learnt to value our 

canals’ 

‘Community action is fun!’  



What are your plans for the future with 

your adoption? 

Our aim for the future is to keep the adoption and relationship with 

the Canal & River Trust going so that girls can continue to visit the 

canal over the years to build on their previous work and observe 

their impact on the community and the area.  

We also hope to plan larger events so that girls from several groups 

can meet and join in with projects and activities both volunteering and enjoying the canal environment.  

How long has it been going? 

Our adoption started in February 2015. 

Would you recommend it to a group 

thinking about adopting? 

Yes, adopting a section of a canal provides fun, fulfilment and a sense of achievement for all the 

volunteers while participating in the many tasks and opportunities the scheme offers. 

Is your group open to new members? 

The group is only open to members of Girlguiding Leeds, as part of our aim is to give opportunities to our 

young members.  However, we would be happy to work with other suitable groups or organisations or 

potentially to have individuals join us for specific tasks.  

Contact details:  

Girlguiding Leeds, 16a Morris Lane, Kirkstall, Leeds, LS5 

3JD   

Phone 0113 2747305 

admin@girlguidingleeds.org.uk  

Web links to your group: 

www.girlguidingleeds.org.uk  

 ‘It has been great to see so 

many different people get 

involved in the adoption.’ 

Group Leader  

mailto:admin@girlguidingleeds.org.uk
http://www.girlguidingleeds.org.uk/

