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South Wales & Severn Spring Forum Govilon  

Tuesday 25th April 2017 
 
Mr Nick Worthington - Waterway Manager introduced the SWS team and Partnership members. 
NW thanked everyone for their contribution to the meeting.    Please see our website for all our 
trustees https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-structure/board-of-trustees 
See the local South Wales & Severn Waterway local pages https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-
us/our-regions/south-wales-and-severn-waterways 
 
 
Actions from the previous notes were reviewed and updates given: 

 Dog bins installed and emptied by volunteers 

 Loose stones at Brecon completed 

 Grass cutting issues were discussed 

 Signage and communication improved  
 
 
Operational Works – Kevin Phillips (KP) 
 

 Over 3 million spent on M&B this winter: £2.5 million from Welsh Assembly Government 

 Works completed: Starting from Brecon:  

 New Rotork motor on Brecon Feeder. (to enable full automation) 

 Brecon Lime Kilns restoration works: Bank of 10 Lime Kilns restored. Includes benches and 
new information panels. Contractors, Volunteers (Tuesday Work Party) and our own staff 
working together.   This work forms part of the internal and external awards scheme. 

 Pencelli leakages (opposite slipway) Grout ground injection (polyurethane expanding foam) 
directly into the ground to fill voids and to stop leakages). 

 Talybont upstream of bridge 145. Leakage repairs. 

 Talybont Lift Bridge upgrade works. Large leakage found which had undermined the 
foundations of the bridge.    

 Talybont Aqueduct sealing works. (grout ground injection and masonry repairs) (draining the 
canal at this location resulting in back Pumping Llangynidr Lock flight to keep county craft 
boats afloat) 

 Ashford Tunnel south side leakages (expanding foam) and excavations/repairs 

 Llangynidr Locks new gates and quadrants Locks 66 – 67 

 Volunteer Lock Keepers painting and carrying out a whole host of works during the winter 
period 

 

 Lock 64 Grout ground injection (Leakages under road)  

 Lower Llangynidr concrete lining leakages repairs bridge 122 – 120 (de-water) 

 Llangattock relining works (12 metres). 650 metres of new concrete lining in 5 months. 
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This work included the removal of 7000 cubic metres of silt and the placing of 4000 tons of 
concrete.  The open day was also a great success. 

 Llangattock Woodland Group have signed 10-year lease to take over the CRT Woodlands 
between bridge 113 - 114. Substantial amount of work going on at this location already been 
successful in receiving 5k of funding from the Beacons Trust to renew fences and to support 
a re-planting scheme 

 Bank/crest raising works bridges 113 – 114 Llangattock (leakages) 120 tons of clay used to 
seal the canal edge. 

 Gilwern embankment two leak repairs causing problems on the highway. 

 Llanfoist embankment leakage area, concrete lining repair works. 

 Castle Turn Aqueduct leakage works grout ground injection and civil works to structure. 

 Goytre Wharf new weir built. 

 Environment Works which included the vista project and planting to improve habitats.   
  
Proposed Works Next Year 2017 - 2018 
 

 Subject to funding, we will concrete reline another section of canal at Talybont upstream of 
Talybont Lift Bridge. If we don’t receive the funding, we will still carry out the following works:  

 

 Peterstone Embankment Clay repairs (clay needs to be brought to site in summer) works to 
take place in winter. (de-water) 

 Peterstone embankment River Usk channel morphology improvements (dependant on 
approval from NRW) 

 Castle Turn Aqueduct further structural repairs. 

 Weir 6 at Gilwern bridges 110 – 111 rehabilitation. an abandoned towpath weir that we intend 
to bring back into operation  

 Heron’s Rest Marina Bridges 109 to 110 leakage repairs to the old concrete liner (de-water) 

 Bridge 118 to 120 Dardy Concrete Channel Repairs. (de-water) 

 Bridges 120 – 122 Glan Usk further bed joint repairs required (de-water) 

 Bridge 138 to 139 Culvert leakage, possible grouting contract, possibly link to sluice 
improvements. (de-water) 

 Lock 67 side pound crest raising works. Increase the height of the freeboard.  

 Bridge 130 rebuild (no de-watering however scaffolding will be blocking canal) 

 Upgraded facilities at Llangynidr Sanitary Station. 
 
Q&A took place and operational issues reviewed.   

 Pencelli Draw Bridge appears to be difficult to operate – KP to ask his team to address 

 Moorings at Brecon – review to be included by future Boating Liaison Group. 

 Boating Liaison Group to be set up to improve dialogue and engagement. 

 24 hour moorings at Llangynidr KP to review 
 
National Licence Review update by Nick Worthington 
 
The Trust are holding an independent consultation about how boats are licensed on our 
waterways. The current licensing system has remained largely unchanged for more than two 
decades and is often cited by boat owners as being complex and out of date. 
The consultation will be run by Involve, an independent charity specialising in public 
engagement. It aims to ask boaters the fairest and simplest way to split the important financial 
contribution made by the different types of boats and boaters towards the upkeep of the 
waterways. 
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The first step in a three-stage consultation starts on 20 February 2017. In stage one, involve will 
interview representatives from the main boating organisations to find out their views on how the 
consultation should work and what it should cover. During the second stage, which will run from 
April, involve will host a series of in-depth workshops with boaters across the country. 
Participants will reflect the diversity in the boating community. The final stage, will be a 
consultation for all boat owners to give their views on the options developed during the two 
previous stages. 
 
More information about how you can get involved will be published 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/national-consultations 
 
We’re celebrating the people whose green fingers and gardening achievements help make our 
waterways such pleasant places to visit. This summer we’ll be presenting certificates to those 
whose plants, flowers and vegetable displays make a positive contribution to our canals and 
rivers. 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-views/features/boats-in-bloom 
 
Welsh Government Funding 
 

 Welsh Government Award of £2.538 million for MB Canal critical works  

 MB Canal “prospectus” submitted to Welsh Government  

 Risk Management 

 River Usk Water Supply 

 Volunteering 

 Community woodlands 

 Success of the Llangattock open day 
 
 
Q&A Session took place – this covered financial support from Welsh Government, programme 
of works, European funding, Lock gates and special areas of conservation. 
 
 
Update on Development & Community engagement/Volunteering from David Morgan (DM) - 
updated the forum on all the community and development activities on the waterways which 
included: 

 Working with All Wales and Government 

 Youth Engagement 

 Media coverage for the local SWS Waterway 

 Great Canal Journey on the M&B Canal 

 Lime Kiln Trails 

 A465 Dualling project 

 Great Places to visit – new https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-to-visit 

 Share the Space, Drop your Pace campaign https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/news-and-
views/blogs/the-guest-blog/the-share-the-space-drop-your-pace-campaign 

 See all our events https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/events 

 Canalathon Event in September 2017  

 Raising the profile of the MB Canal – working with artists in residents 

 Towpath improvements 

 The Trust’s Destination sites https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/places-to-visit 

 Limekiln projects - volunteering 

 Twitter account @CRTSwalesSevern   

 https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/national-consultations
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 https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer/ways-to-volunteer/adopt-a-canal 
 
Q&A Session took place covering: 

 Litter between Brynich to Brecon – possible area for volunteers to help 

 Limekiln Trail – review of location of plaque 

 Lock Issues – Volunteer lock keepers – welfare at Brynich.  Action:  ICP to consider if ULK 
can be deployed at Brynich 

 Grass cutting at picnic sites 

 Silt issues along the M&B Canal 

 Education 

 “Honey pot” destination sites 
 
 

Operational Contracts 2016/17 Review 
 

 Grass - All track and lock cuts were completed to programme (6 plus 3 cuts) 
 
The full width cyclical cut was not completed to specification and took time to resolve.  The 
problems which caused discrepancies have now been resolved and there should not be any 
complications during 2017/18.  
 

 Trees - Approx. 45% of windblown trees across SWS region  
MB suffers from extensive 3rd party trees falls which CRT remove at our cost 
55 emergency tree incidents (could be multiple trees per incident) 
 
During May/June SWS will undertake its bi-annual tree survey and any subsequent works will be 
undertaken during winter 2017/18  
 

 Offside Vegetation - Majority of offside vegetation during 2016/17 was between Goytre and 
Gilwern, with additional works at identified hot spot locations, 4272m of vegetation was cut 
back. 2017/2018 works will be between Gilwern and Crickhowell, exact locations TBC during 
on site survey.   

 

 Vegetation to Assets - Aqueduct clearance works – 11 aqueducts, removing damaging 
vegetation. All MB bridges are in a cyclical routine maintenance programme  

 

 Invasive Weeds - JKW in a management programme, majority of JKW in SWS is located on 
the Swansea canal.    

 

 Debris clearance - First clearance has been completed (March). Second clearance 
programmed in for July along with aquatic weed removal on the Southern end.   

 

 National Overview - National Vegetation & Environmental Services Contract Nationally  
Over £11m - total value of work delivered: 

o Over 2,300 task orders completed, value of over £6m. 
o 186,853 core tasks completed, value of £5m. 
o Around 68 miles of offside vegetation cleared. 
o 1,150 High Priority trees from surveys dealt with. 
o Over 1,000 Windblown reactive individual trees, including around 200 from storm 

Doris costing over £150k cleared within a week with the majority cleared before the 
following weekend 

 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer/ways-to-volunteer/adopt-a-canal
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* Waste - Approx. yearly cost of disposing of waste on the MB is £10K per annum.   
 
Nationally CRT spend nearly £1m on waste, from customers and our own works  
 
We are currently undertaking a national waste strategy review to reduce costs, this will entail 
reducing site and improving segregation and recycling.   
 
A robust exchange of views over the grass cutting quality took place.  Kevin Phillips to review 
specification for this site for future volunteer involvement.  Concerns were raised about 
Llangynidr picnic area in particular. 
 
Mike Dodd advised the group on the sad news of Mr Peter Griffiths who has passed away 
suddenly.  The Trust and Forum pass on their condolences to his family and friends. 

 
NW summarised the meeting and thanked everyone for their positive feedback and support with 
the Trust.  
 
If you wish to contact the local office at any time please email 
enquiries.southwalessevern@canalrivertrust.org.uk or by Tel 01452 318008, 01452 318047 or 
01452 318023. 
See our local website https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/our-regions/south-wales-and-
severn-waterways 
 
 
Please follow all our local activities https://twitter.com/CRTSWalesSevern 
@CRTSWalesSevern  
 
       
See below for the recent Boaters update and see our link for all services on the waterways 
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/boating/navigating-the-waterways-
boating/services-for-boats 
      Or you can contact us at www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/contact-us/ways-to-contact-us  
 
 
We are committed to the equality of the Welsh language.  Please advise me if you would like to 
continue this correspondence in Welsh. 
 
 
Rydym wedi ymrwymo i gydrabboldeb yr iaith Gymraeg.  Rhowch wybod i ni os hoffech i barhau 
â’r ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg. 
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