
All about wildlife
Spot amazing creatures at  
your local canal or river
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Ducks, dogs and lazy days

Canals and rivers are very special places which kids and adults can explore 
together any day of the week. Some are found in quiet countryside and 
others run through bustling cities. Wherever they are, canals and rivers are 
great places to visit for a few hours or a whole day out. 

There are lots of fun things to do there!

Discover your local canal

At the Canal & River Trust we believe 
that life is better by water. We care 
for 2,000 miles of waterways right 
across England and Wales. We work 
with local communities to transform 
canals and rivers so you can enjoy 
them in all sorts of ways.

Did you know that over eight  
million people live within just  
1km of our waterways? Use the  
local to you search on our website 
to discover which canals and rivers 
are close to you. You can also use 
it to find out about the exciting 
events and activities that are 
happening in your area. 

canalrivertrust.org.uk/local-to-you
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All you have to decide is which canal or river to explore first!

Feed the ducks some healthy treats
Take your dog for a walk  Catch your f rst f sh

Spot some wildlife  Go for a gentle bike ride

Enjoy a picnic  Go on a boat trip
Take photos to show your friends
See historic bridges and buildings

Always go to a canal or 
river with an adult and 
remember to stay  

SAFE

Stay

Away

From the 

Edge

Remember to take this 
guide with you when 
you visit a canal or 

river. Keep a look out 
for wildlife and tick the 

box once you spot 
something!

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/local-to-you


Easy to spot?
Canals and rivers are home to amazing wildlife.  
Here are four that are easy to spot. 
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 Mallard
  The male mallard has a green 

head and long, broad yellow 
bill. It’s the most common duck 
on our canals and rivers.

 Squirrel
  Look out for grey squirrels 

darting across the ground, 
running up trees and leaping 
between branches. They are 
amazing acrobats!

 Swan
  This very large white bird has 

a flexible ‘S’ shaped neck and 
can sleep with its head facing 
backwards tucked under  
its wings.

 Butterfly
  Summer is the best time 

to see butterflies. Over 50 
different types have been 
spotted near our waterways. 

Use your favourite colours to create a beautiful 
butterfly. Remember the patterns on each wing  
are identical.

5



Hard to find?
You’ll probably need to visit the waterways a few  
times to find all four of these.
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 Kingfisher
  This small blue and orange 

bird often perches on a branch 
on the water until it spots 
something tasty below. Then, 
quick as a flash, it dives into the 
water and comes out holding a 
fish in its long, slim beak.

 Grass snake
  The grass snake was once 

known as the water snake 
because it hunts for food in the 
water. It’s the UK’s largest reptile 
and can grow to be one metre 
long. You won’t see it during the 
winter as it hibernates.

 Otter
  Otters are excellent swimmers 

and spend most of their time in 
the water. They have webbed 
feet and thick fur to keep them 
warm. On muddy or sandy 
banks, look for their five-toed 
footprints.

 Water vole
  Spring is the best time to see 

these cute creatures. Smaller 
than a rat, the water vole has 
brown fur, a furry tail and a 
short, round face. The loveable 
Ratty in The Wind in the 
Willows by Kenneth Grahame  
is a water vole, not a rat.

Choose your brightest blue and orange pencils  
or pens to colour in this kingfisher.
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Track these down

Draw lines to match the footprints to the animals.  
Look for these tracks in soft mud near canals  
and rivers or in frost and snow during winter.

Measurements shown are approximate.

Squirrel

Heron

Dog

Cat

Otter

Duck

Water Vole

A

C

E

B

D

F

G

Answers on page 15
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Amazing amphibians

Did you know that amphibians are animals that can live 
in water and on land? 

These are three amphibians you might see near canals and rivers. In the 
spring and summer they like being in the water and they hibernate for the 
winter. Can you tell who is who?

Look closely

How many of these tiny creatures can you spot?

 Ladybird
  Ladybirds don’t all look the same. The most 

common one is red but some are orange or yellow. 
The number of black spots can vary from 2 to 22.

 Shrew
  It’s like a small mouse with a longer nose and tiny 

eyes and ears. It loves insects so is often looking 
for food in the undergrowth.

 Pond skater
  This long-legged insect has hairs on the bottom of 

its feet which helps it walk on the surface of  
the water.

 Grasshopper
  Often found in long grass, you might hear a 

grasshopper before you see it. It creates a fast 
ticking sound when it rubs its long hind legs 
against its wings.

 Dormouse
  This tiny creature (6-9 cm) hibernates in the  

winter and spends the rest of the year in trees  
and hedges. It loves sleeping and eating buds, 
berries and insects.

Answers on page 15

I have smooth, moist 
skin which might be 
green, brown or yellow 
with dark patches. I am 
up to 10cm long with 
eyes on the top of 
my head. I jump from 
place to place using 
my strong back legs.

Amphibian A is a:

I am smooth with a long 
tail and can grow up to 
18cm in length. I have 
a grey-brown back 
and an orange belly 
with black spots. I am 
nocturnal and spend 
the day hiding under 
large stones or logs. 

Amphibian B is a:

I have dry, bumpy 
skin which is usually 
grey-brown with darker 
marks on it. I grow up 
to 15cm long and I 
crawl rather than jump. 
I can live to the grand 
age of 40.

Amphibian C is a:

Newt
ToadFrog
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Wet and wild

Can you spot these wildlife? They all love water.

 Canada goose
  This very large, confident bird makes a loud 

honking sound. Originally from Canada, they were 
first introduced to the UK in St. James’s Park, 
London in the 17th century.

 Mandarin duck
  The male mandarin duck has orange feathers on 

the side of its face and bright orange ‘sails’ on its 
back. Oddly for a duck, it nests in trees, sometimes 
high above the water.

 Coot
  The coot is totally black with a small white ‘shield’ 

above its beak. It spends most of its time on the 
water, diving for food.

 Carp
  The carp is a large fish that can grow up to one 

metre in length. It has a forked tail and varies in 
colour from brown to black or even gold. 

 Perch
  This striped, greenish fish has red on its fins and 

tail. It grows up to 25cm long and often swims with 
other perch in a shoal – the name for a group of 
fish.
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Yummy for ducks

When you’re out exploring our canals and rivers you’re bound to bump into 
some delightful ducks. But did you know white bread is their version of junk 
food? Treat them to these healthy snacks instead. Each time you feed them, 
choose a different spot on the bank and give space to nesting birds. 

Sweetcorn
Ducks are very fond 

of sweetcorn. Tinned, 
fresh and frozen 

(defrosted, of course) 
are great.

Lettuce
When the lettuce 

leaves in your fridge 
are past their best, 

don’t put them in the 
bin. Tear them into 

pieces and treat the 
ducks instead.

Peas
They don’t need to be 
cooked – just defrost 
them before you head 

out.

Oats
Rolled oats and even 
instant porridge oats 
are always a huge hit 

with ducks.

Rice
Treat the ducks to 
a real banquet with 

leftover rice from your 
takeaway or uncooked 
rice from your store 

cupboard.

Seeds
Ducks love bird seed 
and the seeds from 

the healthy aisle in the 
supermarket. Seeds 
don’t always float so 
it’s best to scatter 

them in shallow water 
or on the ground.
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Look and listen

Some of these fly past very quickly or hoover over 
the water. Others are high up in the trees.

 Dragonfly
  This is a brightly coloured insect with a long body 

and four wings. When resting, it keeps its wings 
spread out. 

 Damselfly
  A damselfly is similar to a dragonfly but smaller. 

When resting, it closes its wings together.

 Owl
  In the UK, there are five types of owls. They are 

tricky to spot because they are nocturnal but you 
might hear them calling ‘twit-twoo’.

 Great spotted woodpecker
  You are more likely to hear this bird than to see it.  

It makes a loud ‘drumming’ noise as it pecks at tree 
trunks.

 Bat
  Bats are nocturnal and come in a variety of sizes. You 

are most likely to see them at dusk as they begin 
hunting for insects which they catch while flying.

 Hedgehog
  The hedgehog is a nocturnal animal. 

It sleeps during the day and feeds on 
insects, slugs and worms at night. When 
it is scared, it rolls up into a tight prickly 
ball to protect itself.

 Badger
  Badgers live in family groups in a burrow 

known as a ‘sett’. Soft riverbanks are ideal 
places for them to build their setts. They 
are nocturnal, meaning they come out to 
hunt for food after dark and sleep during 
the day.

 Stoat
  A stoat has an orangey-brown back, a 

cream throat and belly and a black-tipped 
tail. In winter, its fur can turn completely 
white. It often stands up on its hind legs to 
look around.

Shy creatures

Hush! You’ll need to be quiet and patient to find these.

Happy hedgehogs
Hedgehogs are welcome visitors to gardens because they eat  
slugs and insects that can damage plants.

You can help them stay healthy by putting cat/dog food  
or cat biscuits in your garden in the evening. They 
also like to drink water from a shallow dish.

Never feed them bread or milk as it can 
make them ill.

Answers
page 8 A. Cat   B. Squirrel   C. Duck   D. Heron   E. Dog   F. Water vole   G. Otter
page 11 A. Frog   B. Newt   C. Toad



Life’s better by water
The Canal & River Trust has a great newsletter 
that can give you all the latest news, offers, 
events and more fun guides. Sign up at 
canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsletter

Volunteer for us
Why not join our team of volunteers? They love 
to help keep their local canal a special place. 

You can volunteer for as much or as little  
time as you like. Find out more at  
canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer

Photo credits: Jack Perks (Carp, Perch, Kingfisher & Pond skater), 
Stuart Collins (Mandarin Duck)

Charity No. 1146792

Stay connected: follow us
@canalrivertrust
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We need 
your help…

Become a Friend of the Canal & River Trust 

By giving a monthly donation, you can help 

make life better by water for millions of people.

Find out more at canalrivertrust.org.uk/friend

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsletter
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsletter
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsletter
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/donate/become-a-friend

