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Are you looking for inspiring places to visit with the
family? Then look no further than your local canal or river.
This guide features a selection of our best waterside Where will you
places to visit in London — whatever the weather! Each :j
location includes a map, suggestions of fun-packed QXPLO"Q EOde?
activities you can do and useful information on where to e
park, places to eat, toilets and boat trips. ’
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your doorstep!
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Likttle adventures
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Explore Stourport on Severn
Canal and River Basins

Stourport was built as an inland port over
250 years ago. It's the only town in Britain
to be made as a result of a canal.
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Map not to scale: covers approx 14 miles/2.4km l/



A little bit of history

Stourport on Severn is where sea, river and canal traffic
meet. Exotic goods were brought up river from the

> great seaports of Bristol and Gloucester. Here, they
were exchanged with manufactured goods brought
from Birmingham and the Black Country via the
Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Discover
Diglis Basin

Diglis Basin is where the
Worcester & Birmingham
Canal meets the
awesome River Severn.
It's a great starting point
for exploring the canal.
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A little bit of history

The Worcester & Birmingham Canal starts at Diglis
Basin and ends at Gas Street Basin, Birmingham. A

» major user of the canal was Cadburys who imported
cocoa beans via the Sharpness Docks and River Severn.
Today, the Basin is part of 3 popular cruising rings, so
there are always boats to spot.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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* Don’t forget:

Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some

Did you know?...

It's best to feed ducks tasty
treats. like: may be chargeable. Please
. porrldge oats check with local businesses
. rice before setting out.

* peas

- chopped lettuce

- birdseed _

. . for our
‘@‘ Sign up 4 get regular

Whilst they will gobble up white
bread, crisps and chips its junk

food for you and ducks!
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Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk Q
to discover lots of fun things to
do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Making life better by water Gloucester Docks

Once a busy industrial
site, Gloucester Docks has
been regenerated and is
now Britain's best Victorian
inland port. A great family
day out!
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A little bit of history

Cargo was delivered to Gloucester Docks from all over
the world and then to the Midlands via the River Severn,
a notoriously tricky river. The Gloucester & Sharpness

Canal opened in 1827, made this journey much safer. Huge
crowds cheered when the first ships entered the basin.

Best of all
ks FREE!™*

Information
Gloucester Docks
G

E Parking

(pay & display)

3'_& Toilets
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@ Boat trips
e+ Path
@ AIIow'haIf a day
for this visit

* Don't forget:

Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat

. trips may not be and some
Can you name the different parts may be chargeable. Please
of a narrowboat') check with local businesses

before setting out.
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Saul Junction

Saul Junction is where the
Gloucester & Sharpness Canal
meets the rural Stroudwater Canal.
Once an important connection, it’s
now a great place for wildlife.
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A little bit of history

The Gloucester & Sharpness Canal was built for ocean-
going ships bringing cargo up from Gloucester Docks.
The Stroudwater Canal bought coal from the Midlands

to the cloth mills in the Stroud Valley.
So, Saul Junction was a great meeting place for ships
and crew, boats and boaters and cargo from around the

Best O‘F all world.
ks FREE!*

Information

Saul Junction
Church Lane, Saul
Gloucs. GL2 7LA

fI§ Toilets
%’ Café
@ Puw

n Information
#= Picnic
@ Boat trips
e e+ Path

Allow 2-3 hours
for this visit

What to Spot

Explore the waterside together.
How many of these can you spot?

A duck quacking
— Quack!

The number of a

D bridge or lock D

* Don’t forget:

Although the site is always

open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some

may be chargeable. Please

check with local businesses
before setting out.

A face
or animal -
inthe \ , gk
clouds g

The names of
two boats

LOR
Sane?

An interesting
stone or brick
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Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk Q
to discover lots of fun things to
do with the family.
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A little bit of history

Minutes from the magnificence of Bath and overlooked

by most of the millions of tourists that flock to the city
each year, is the hidden world of the Kennet § Avon
Canal. Here in this great city, the canal joins the River
Avon to complete the once important trade route from
Bristol to London.

/' Best of all
s ik FREE!N*

Five things ¢, do
Q /A
LJ Take 5 boat trip v th LoCkS é
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Canal and agm to explore th Information
y ulous Views Sydney Road
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PN, S o
* Don't forget:
Did gou knOW?,,, Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
Our lock gates are handbuilt trips may not be and some
i i may be chargeable. Please
bg skilled Carpenters N check with local businesses
before setting out.

our workshops in the West
Midlands and Yorkshire, from
FSC Green Oak. Each one is
unique and can take up to a
month to make. Once built
they last for about 25 years.
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Explore
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Bathampton is a pretty village on the

STAY SAFE beautiful Kennet & Avon Canal. What
Stay Away From ; ;
e Edgg better starting place for a great family

day out exploring a canall!
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A little bit of history

Bathampton was once a busy wharf where Bath stone
quarried nearby was loaded on to canal barges. From

> here, it was delivered to building projects in Bath and
Bristol, and as far east as London. Today, Bathampton
is the perfect starting point to discover the canal and

Bath stone buildings.

Q; Best of all

ONNNNNNNNNY ibs FREE!*
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7\ The spectacular Dundas
Claverton Aqueduct on the
Bath  Pumping ii‘;:ezimt Kennet & Avon Canal
Station, is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument. That means
it's as important as
, Stonehengel!
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A little bit of history

John Rennie designed the Dundas Aqueduct and it's

regarded as his finest architectural achievement. He
built it to carry the Kennet & Avon Canal across the
wide Avon valley without the need for locks. Opened in
1805, it's named after Charles Dundas, first chair of the
Kennet & Avon Canal Company.

Q- Best of all

s ks FREE!*
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* Don't forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please

Did you know?...
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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the front of their head and
moorhens have a bright red
beak tipped with yellow, and
a white stripe on their side.
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Explore
Avoncliff Aqueduct

The Avoncliff Aqueduct on the
Kennet & Avon Canal is one

of two magnificent aqueducts

within walking distance of each
other. Why not visit them both!
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A little bit of history

John Rennie designed the Avoncliff Aqueduct to carry
the Kennet & Avon Canal across the wide Avon Valley
without the need for locks. Opened in 1801, it was his
first across the canal (the second being the Dundas
Aqueduct nearby). Almost immediately, the central

arch sagged!

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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What to Spot

Explore the waterside together.
How many of these can you spot?

open the facilities and boat
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Bradford-on-Avon
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A little bit of history

The Wharf was split over two sites. Coal was delivered
from the Somerset coalfields to the lower wharf. Other

> bulky goods — including local cheeses — were unloaded
on the upper wharf, beside the lock. Today, it’s still the
busiest lock on the canal, but with pleasure boats rather
than working boats.

Best of all
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Can you name the different parts * Don't forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses
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Making life better by water Discover
Seend Locks

Seend Locks on the Kennet & Avon Canal were
once crammed with canal barges laden with iron
ore from local quarries. Today, it's a great place to
start exploring the beautiful Kennet & Avon Canal.
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A little bit of history

It's possible that iron ore has been extracted and

smelted at Seend since the Iron Age — but only on

» a small scale. In Victorian times, it was quarried on a
commercial scale and sent to Wales to be smelted
via the Kennet & Avon Canal. Iron ore continued to be
quarried here on and off until 1946.
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The Kennet § Avon Canal
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longest continuous flight of
locks in the country.
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A little bit of history

Caen Hill Locks were built over 200 years ago. John
Rennie, a famous canal engineer, wanted to take the

» canal the shortest route — uphill! There are 16 locks
each with a massive side pond to prevent the canal
running out of water.

Best of all
ks FREE!
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7‘ Discover
Horton Devizes Wharf
SR The Kennet § Avon Canal

o/ Devizes town g 5 regl favourite with
Ce'“he — many people. A few
minutes from the centre
of Devizes lies Devizes
Wharf, a great place to
start exploring the canal.
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A little bit of history

Devizes stands on the banks of the Kennet & Avon
Canal. In the past, this wharf was busy with workers

> loading and unloading goods such as coal, timber and
bricks. On market days, passengers arriving by boat got
off here too. Today, it's just the place to sit outside the
café and enjoy the view.

Best of all
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Discover
Pewsey Wharf

Once a busy industrial canal wharf, Pewsey

. /K Wharf is now a picture of tranquility. And a
ﬁifs/gﬂigb;m“sh Marlborough great place to start exploring the beautiful
19 miles (3.1km) v Kennet & Avon Canal!
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A little bit of history

Pewsey Wharf wasn't always peaceful. It was once the

centre of trade for the local community. Here, grain and

» flour, coal ashes for roads, coal, timber and gravel were
unloaded on to the wharf. Today it provides a great day
out in the country for families.

e N ks FREE!*
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Did you know?...
It's best to feed ducks tasty

treats like:

- porridge oats

- rice

- peas

- chopped lettuce

- birdseed
Whilst they will gobble up white

bread, crisps and chips its junk
food for you and ducks!
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Explore Crofton

The Kennet § Avon Canal
has brilliant examples of
early canal engineering. The
magnificent Crofton Pumping 4
Station is one of the best!
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A little bit of history

All canals need a water supply. The challenge at
Crofton was to get water to the western end of the

> Kennet & Avon Canal, as it reached the summit. John
Rennie, the famous canal engineer, built a pumping

station with two steam pumps to lift water 40 feet (12

m) to the summit of the canal. Opened in 1809. It’s still

Best of all
\ Lk’ FQEE!* going strong today!
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* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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Bridgwater Docks

When the Bridgwater Docks
were built, thousands of
people lined the docksides
and the day was declared a
Bank Holiday.
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A little bit of history

Bridgwater was once Britain’s fifth most important
port. The docks were built so that ships could load or
unload at any stage of the tide, so that cargo could be
transferred onto barges on the Bridgwater & Taunton
Canal. Today, it's a peaceful place where people enjoy

—

activities such as walking and cycling.

Q; Best of all
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* Don't forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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Explore
Huntworth

Huntworth, on the Bridgwater
Bridqgwater & Taunton Canal, is just
Ko BN S minutes from where the busy
~Re I <” A M5 motorway lies. The canal
> & is one of the best for country
walks and wildlife.
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A little bit of history

When the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal was opened in
1827, it joined the River Parrett at Huntworth. It was later

» extended to Bridgwater Docks. Today, Huntworth is a
great place for country walks and bird spotting as the
canal cuts through the beautiful Somerset Levels.

Best of all
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Discover
Maunsel Lock

Maunsel Lock was
once busy with boats
plying their trade to
and from Bridgwater
Docks. Today, it’s

a great place to

start exploring the
Bridgwater &

Taunton Canal.

Bridgwater 7\

Likttle adventures
on your doors&ep

Maunsel Lock
Canal Centre

ﬂ :wMo‘uhse.L

Lock k‘ee'oer’s
~ cottage

4

Bridgwater &
Taunton Canal

Solar system
art brail
‘“The Sun’
tnstallation

Higher Maunsel Lock

T

STAY SAFE:

\L Taunkon Sf:o\y Away From
the Edqge

Map not to scale: covers approx 14 miles/2.4km




A little bit of history

Maunsel Lock, on the Bridgwater & Taunton Canal,
is a picture of peace. During the Second World War
however, it formed a line of defence known as the

Wessex Stop (or Taunton) Line and all the swing bridges
were removed. Many have now been reinstated as part
of a programme of restoration.

Best of all

/\\\\\\\\\\\?i\\\\ ks FREE'™
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For more inspiring places
to visit look out for our
other guides.

Yorkshire

/”
North West / . & North East
&

w
\

West Midlands \ East Midlands

TN

= ) I
et )
& £
South Wesk - \MKF‘%“?
:‘kzg—mk.___\/__,.-- {
Soikh Eact

A place to walk, somewhere to feed the
ducks or a place to simply be. Life by
water is relaxing, friendly and healthy,
it makes a difference to how we feel.

At Canal & River Trust we believe life
is better by water. We care for these
waterways so they exist for you to
enjoy, for free, every day.

Discover, explore, enjoy.

T. 0303 040 4040
¥ @CanalRiverTrust
f /canalrivertrust

& /canalrivertrust
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