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Are you looking for inspiring places to visit with the
family? Then look no further than your local canal or river.
This guide features a selection of our best waterside

places to visit in London — whatever the weather! Each Where will :jou'
location includes a map, suggestions of fun-packed QXPLO"Q EOdo‘j?

activities you can do and useful information on where to ~
park, places to eat, toilets and boat trips. ’
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Banbury

In the centre of this busy
modern Oxfordshire town
Spiceball discover Tooley's Boatyard,
'\ (..ou,nf:rj Park the oldest continuous working
Coveu&ry dry dock in the country.
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A little bit of history

The arrival of the Oxford Canal to Banbury brought
a cheap supply of coal from Warwickshire, and much

> prosperity to the town. The main boatyard was established
to build and repair the horse-drawn narrowboats which
plied their trade up and down the canal. Now known as
Tooley’s Boatyard, it’s still there for all to explore.
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do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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N

Banbury
Have a great day

out at Thrupp i:

The peaceful hamlet |
of Thrupp lies on the 1
Oxford Canal. It's one

of the prettiest canals N Oxfordshire
and a great place for Narro?.:boo&s
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A little bit of history
Thrupp grew up along the Oxford Canal, one of the first
canals. It's a classic example of a canal that hugs the
contours of the land to avoid obstacles such as hills.

There's still plenty of evidence of those early days such
as waterside pubs, canal cottages and a lovely tea room
located in the old boatyard.

Best of all
ks FREE!
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to discover lots of fun things to

do with the family.
A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Colleqe Cruisers
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A little bit of history

Minutes from the grandeur of Oxford University and
overlooked by most of the millions of tourists that flock

> to the city each year, is the hidden world of the Oxford
Canal. Here in Oxford City, the canal meets the River
Thames that once completed an important trade route
from the Midlands to London.
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M\\\ ks FREE!™*
Z
Z
Z A\
Z . N\ -
Z e SR |
g Five things t5 o on \\\\\\\\\\\\\@\\\\\\\\\\\w//
Z the Oxf, Z .
Z O pi ord Canal 7 Information
7 ; Iscover the turnover p; 7 Worcester St Car
é Orses dign’t have 1 ridge designed S 7 Park, Oxford OX12BQ
Z tOWpath ch O be unhitched © that é
Z anged sideg When the Z
g Spot the nar rowboat ' ? E Parking +
Z river ang canalsiq S that stij| sell cogl ? )
? ok for the old Oxfo é
Z Where Lyrq s rd boatyarg now cjlog g @ Pub
é orthern L’thS by p Upt:ans, In the n ed) é & Cuycling
Z U Hire gp Y Philip Pylimsq ovel The Z
Z - ke in town angy o 7 i Boathire
g FoI"ow the Ccana| round t ycle up the towpath g Path
m’ o L ] at
? o e further SOuth is Chyi the Thames Path. Ap Z
% the most famoy ISt Church Meg Out g Z Allow 1-2 hours
S river landsc OWs, one Z for this visit
apes in the world Z
Z
3 * Don't forget:
NS Although the site is always

open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please

Can you name the different parts
check with local businesses

before setting out.

of a narrowboat?

for our
d get regular
s from

©; signuwp
.:%S\eﬁer an
and offer
| § River Trust

n
updates

. , the Cana
uJdls G {INY 4 49||13 S ‘UIgeD Z ‘MOQ | :SIOMSUY e
Simply go ontin
’ and search for
q . letter.
Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk Q canal NeWsS
to discover lots of fun things to
© Canal & River Trust Charity no. 1146792
0218

do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.



Canal &

River Trust
Making life better by water

Discover
Cosgrove & Wolverton

Cosgrove, once a bustling industrial site, is
now a peaceful stretch of the Grand Union
Canal. Just the place for a great family visit
watching boats!
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A little bit of history

In Victorian times, Cosgrove was a busy inland port.
Timber, coal and stone from the Midlands were

» unloaded here and local farm produce was transferred
onto barges bound for London. Today, it’s busy with
pleasure boats and families having a great day out.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Likttle adventures

on your doorsf:ep Aylesbury Arm

(Grand Union Canal)
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Discover Aylesbury Basin

The Aylesbury Arm of the Grand Union
Canal has an exciting new town centre
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Sto. ,?;y iﬁzi B Wc% basin! It's a great starting point for family
Ea) Edge walks and to see the bustle of life at the

water’'s edge. It's one of the best places on

the canal system to watch birds.
Map not to scale: covers approx 0.5 miles/0.8km



A little bit of history

The Aylesbury Arm transported grain, timber, coal
and building materials until the 1960s. Threatened with

> closure, a team of canal enthusiasts worked hard to
keep it open and encourage the recreational use of the
Arm. Today, their dedication work has paid off with a
new marina located just outside Aylesbury.

Best of all
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Tringford 1\
- Pumping Stakion Wendover
/ot open to the public)

opte

Discover
Tring Reservoirs

Tring Reservoirs lie on the edge of
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty. It's one of the best

places on the canal system Wilstone
i Reservoir
to watch birds. The Cordind
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What to Spot
Explore the waterside together.
How many of these can you spot?

A duck quacking

= WUack
QuAck!

two boats

SO

An interesting
stone or pbrick

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk

to discover lots of fun things to
do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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The number of 2
D bridge or lock

The names of

L/

VO
Cone?

A little bit of history

Tring Reservoirs supply water to the Grand Union Canal
and its two arms to Wendover and Aylesbury. The clear
water attracts lots of plants, fish and insects, and large

numbers of breeding, wintering and migrating birds. It's
a nature lover's paradise. The site is managed by Herts

& Middlesex Wildlife Trust.

Information

Tring Reservoirs,
Marsworth, Tring
Bucks. HP23 4LL

E Parking

Toilets (in café

2@ and pub)
% Cafe
@ Pub
Walks

eeoe 4km/2%: miles
e 5km/3 miles
we - 9km/5% miles
- == nature path

Allow a half to full
day for this visit

* Don't forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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Weston Turville

Aylesbury
& Chequers Inn 73 i

Lub

N

Discover 2
Weston Turville Reservoir

Layb

Surrounded by the lovely Buckinghamshire :
countryside, Weston Turville Reservoir §
is a wonderful oasis of water, woods
and wildlife. Just the place for
family walks and budding
nature detectives!
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No footpath,
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Likttle adventures
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' STAY SAFE:
Weston Turville Reservoir is managed by Pricndover Stay Away From
Bucks, Berks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) \l the Edge

Map not to scale: covers approx 0.5 miles/0.8km




A little bit of history

Opened in 1797, Weston Turville Reservoir was built
to compensate local millers for the loss of water
diverted away from their mills to the canal. Today, the
commitment of BBOWT and local community groups
means a much-valued landscape and a Site of Special

Scientific Interest (SSSI) of national importance.
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Explore

Berkhamsted Berkhamsted

Berkhamsted =2 | C_‘_‘Le Berkhamsted, on the Grand
Camal o MG Junction Canal, was once
F-‘::I;s a busy inland port and the

centre of boat building
activity. It is still called the

Casble Skreek Port of Berkhamsted today.
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A little bit of history

The Grand Junction Canal linked London to
Birmingham, cutting through Berkhamsted. Castle

> Wharf was once the centre of canal trade and boat
building. Today, Berkhamsted is a great place to explore
the canal, especially by bike as there is a good track all
the way to London.
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Best of all
ks FREE!™*

Information
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* Don’t forget:

Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
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The Paper Trail Visitor Centre %

(approx soom)
'Y Hemel Hempstead

" Discover

Apsley
When the Grand Union Canal
was cut though Apsley, it put the
town on the main trade route to
London. Today, the old towpath
serves as a wonderful cycle route.

Apste mills
Retail Park

Apsle
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7 = Veqekarian
Co% é

HOLLdouJ Inn ‘
Express

Likttle adventures
on your doors?:ep
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A little bit of history

Apsley was once an important centre for paper
manufacture. The Grand Union Canal transported huge

» amounts of raw materials on barges to the paper mills
here. Full-scale production of paper only ceased in the

Second World War. Today, the old industrial buildings

are now cafés, pubs and a visitor centre — and make a

great day out.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.

Did you know?...
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Hemel Hempstead
RBerkhamsted

Iron Bridge

Lock
. Miniature
Stone raitwav
Bridge
Whippehdeu.*’
Wood §
|
Grand
Union i
Canal

Cassiobury Popde 4T
Nature Reserve &

M

Londoa

Visit
Cassiobury Park

The Grand Union Canal,
flowing through this historic
park, has been described as
‘one of the loveliest sections

of a canal so near a town
anywhere in Britain.

Paddling [poots

Cha Cha Cha Cofé

Little adventures
ol your doors&ep

Watford <

£ minube wallke
to the Park

STAY SAFE:
Skav Away From
the Edge
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A little bit of history

Wealthy landowners, who once owned Cassiobury
Park, made a beautiful pleasure garden. When the
Grand Union Canal was cut through in 1796, the owners

demanded that the canal followed the River Gade and was
disguised with an ornamental bridge. Today, Cassiobury
Park is a pleasure garden for everyone to enjoy.

Best of all
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* Don't forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat

Did you know?...
It's best to feed ducks tasty trips may not be and some
treats like: may be chargeable. Please
. check with local businesses

) Porrldge oats before setting out.

* rice

* peas

- chopped lettuce

- birdseed

for our
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-"!@vs\eﬂer an
undates and offers ¥ -
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simply 90 ©
and search for

Whilst they will gobble up white
bread, crisps and chips its junk

food for you and ducks!

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk Q
to discover lots of fun things to

do with the family.
A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Once a busy industrial canal wharf, Locke

Hungerford Wharf is now a picture
of tranquillity. And a great place to
start exploring the beautiful
Kennet & Avon Canal!
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A little bit of history

The Kennet & Avon Canal was born in 1794 when it was
agreed that linking the river navigations at Newbury

> and Bath via a canal would bring huge benefits to
Hungerford. It opened new markets and provided cheap
transport for bulky goods. Today, it provides
a wonderful base for a family day out in the country.

Best of all
ks FREE!*
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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A little bit of history

Kintbury was the first section of the Kennet & Avon

Canal to be opened. The canal was the main trading

route between London and Bristol and the wharf thrived

for 100 years. Here, large quantities of iron and coke
bound for the local ironworks were unloaded, as well as

raw materials for nearby breweries.

Best of all
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* Don't forget:
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. o) trips may not be and some
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Newbury Wharf

Newbury was once a busy inland port
on the Kennet & Avon Canal. Today, it’s
a great place to start exploring one of
the most scenic canals in the country.
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A little bit of history

200 years ago, Newbury Wharf was on the main trading
route between London and Bristol. When the railway

» arrived, trade decreased and the Kennet § Avon
Canal was threatened with closure. Fortunately,
a team of dedicated volunteers took it on and

restored it for leisure use.

Best of all
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Aldermaston Wharf

Once a busy industrial canal

wharf, Aldermaston Wharf is now a
peaceful backwater. It's great place
to start exploring the beautiful
Kennet & Avon Canal.

N
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A little bit of history

200 years ago, visitors to Aldermaston Wharf would
have seen horse-drawn barges loading and off-loading

I a huge variety of goods from building materials to beer.
From here, goods were transported all over the world
via the canal, the River Thames and the Port of London.

Best of all
ks FREE!™*
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A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.
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Discover
Garston Lock

Garston Lock is very unusual
— it's lined with turf rather than
Swingbridge hard materials. One of only
two turf-sided locks in the
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@ ox & Houn country, it's so special that it
3/ has listed building status.
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A little bit of history

Turf was most often used on rivers in the early 1700s,
before the canal system was built. All except one other

» turf-sided lock on the Kennet & Avon Canal have been
rebuilt with hard materials, such as brick. The other is
Monkey Marsh at Thatcham, also a listed building.

Best of all
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A little bit of history
The Kennet & Avon Canal was once the main trading route
from Bristol to London. The canal bought great prosperity to
Reading and saw industries such as brewing, sawmilling and
biscuit-making thrive. Simond’s Brewery once occupied the
land around the lock. Today, it's a great place to watch boats.

—

Best of all
ks FREE!*

€anal jojng the R
Journey to London

Did you know?...
It's best to feed ducks tasty

treats like:

- porridge oats

- rice

- peas

- chopped lettuce

- birdseed
Whilst they will gobble up white

bread, crisps and chips its junk
food for you and ducks!

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk Q
to discover lots of fun things to
do with the family.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these
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* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always
open the facilities and boat
trips may not be and some
may be chargeable. Please
check with local businesses

before setting out.
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For more inspiring places
to visit look out for our
other guides.
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A place to walk, somewhere to feed the
ducks or a place to simply be. Life by
water is relaxing, friendly and healthy,
it makes a difference to how we feel.

At Canal & River Trust we believe life
is better by water. We care for these
waterways so they exist for you to
enjoy, for free, every day.

Discover, explore, enjoy.

T. 0303 040 4040
¥ @CanalRiverTrust
f /canalrivertrust

& /canalrivertrust
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