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Discover  
Seend Locks
Seend Locks on the Kennet & Avon Canal were 
once crammed with canal barges laden with iron 
ore from local quarries. Today, it’s a great place to 
start exploring the beautiful Kennet & Avon Canal.

STAY SAFE:
Stay Away From     
the Edge

 
Little adventures 
on your doorstep

Map not to scale: covers approx 0.5 miles/0.8km



 Sign up for our 

newsletter and get regular 

updates and offers from 

the Canal & River Trust.

Simply go online  

and search for  

‘canal newsletter’.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.

Did you know?...
Coots have a white spot on 
the front of their head and 
moorhens have a bright red 
beak tipped with yellow, and 
a white stripe on their side.

A little bit of history 
It’s possible that iron ore has been extracted and 
smelted at Seend since the Iron Age – but only on 
a small scale. In Victorian times, it was quarried on a 
commercial scale and sent to Wales to be smelted 
via the Kennet & Avon Canal. Iron ore continued to be 
quarried here on and off until 1946.

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk  
to discover lots of fun things to 
do with the family. 

© Canal & River Trust Charity no. 1146792
02/18

Information
Seend Cleeve 
SN12 6QB

Best of all 
it’s FREE!*

 Check out Seend Park swingbridge and notice that 

the chains and ironwork are marked ‘K.A.C. 1800’.
 Pack a picnic and go for a lovely woodland walk 

near the swingbridge. Cycle a mile along the towpath to Semington 
Bottom Lock, the junction with Wilts & Berks Canal. 

Long abandoned, this canal is now being restored.
 The Kennet & Avon is important for wildlife 

conservation. Look out for kingfishers, mute swans, 

coots, moorhens and herons. Walk along the towpath and watch boats passing 
through the locks and making their way sleepily 
along the canal.

Five things to do at Seend Locks
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Allow 1 hour 
for this visit

* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always 
open the facilities and boat 
trips may not be and some 
may be chargeable. Please 
check with local businesses 
before setting out.

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/newsletter

