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Visit Ellesmere 
Discover the pretty market town of 
Ellesmere on the Llangollen Canal. Plenty 
of wildlife, independent shops and historic 
canal buildings ensure a great day out.

STAY SAFE:
Stay Away From     

the EdgeMap not to scale: covers approx 1.4 miles/2.4km

 
Little adventures 
on your doorstep



 Sign up for our 

newsletter and get regular 

updates and offers from 

the Canal & River Trust.

Simply go online  

and search for  

‘canal newsletter’.

A big thank you to all the volunteers who helped produce these.

A little bit of history 
The Llangollen Canal, completed in 1835, was the last 
major engineering project of Thomas Telford, the great 
canal engineer. Originally called the Ellesmere Canal, 
this section is especially pretty running through the 
distinctive Shropshire landscape of hills, hollows and 
shallow lakes, called meres. 

Go to canalriverexplorers.org.uk  
to discover lots of fun things to 
do with the family. 
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Answers: 1 bow; 2 cabin; 3 tiller; 4 hull; 5 stern

Can you name the different parts  
of a narrowboat?

1 2

4

3

5

 Visit the sculpture trail. Leaflets are available from 

the Boathouse Visitor Centre. Look for old canal buildings on the canal wharf, 
one of the best preserved on the canal system.  

 Walk along to the marina and spot brightly painted 

narrowboats. The canal is very popular with 
boaters so there are always plenty of boats to see 

on the canal.
 Explore the pretty market town of Ellesmere with 

independent shops and cafés. Look out for local 
festivals too. 

 Pack a picnic and look out for kingfishers, herons, 

bats and dragonflies near the mere. It’s a great 
location for photography too.

Five things to do at Ellesmere

Best of all 
it’s FREE!*

Information

Parking 

Toilets

Café

Pub

Visitor Centre

Picnic

Boat hire

Path

Allow 2-3 hours 
for this visit

Cross Street 
Ellesmere 
SY12 0AW

* Don’t forget:
Although the site is always 
open the facilities and boat 
trips may not be and some 
may be chargeable. Please 
check with local businesses 
before setting out.


