REFLECTIONS
11 June 2021

Hope this finds you all well and enjoying the better weather and the longer evenings.
Whilst we continue to iron out the issues around distribution of Reflections, please
would Task Managers in conjunction with Lead Volunteers ensure all volunteers are
copied into this edition of Reflections along with any staff members who may not be on
the circulation list. This edition will also be uploaded to My Volunteering. Thank you.

Anderton Boat Lift and National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port
National Lottery Open Week (4 to 13 June 2021)
Both the Museum and Anderton Boat Lift have joined in with the National Lottery Open
Week which is an opportunity to thank Lottery players who have helped to contribute
to funding towards projects. On presentation of a lottery ticket or scratch-card at the
museum, visitors will receive free entry for the day and if they are one of the first
Lottery visitors each morning, they will also receive a goodie bag filled with Canal &
River Trust items as well as a 20% discount voucher on the café at Anderton Boat
Lift. Similarly, Lottery visitors each morning at Anderton Boat Lift will receive
a voucher for a 10% discount on the café at the Boat Lift and the first will receive a
goodie bag and a 20% discount voucher on admission to the Museum. It is hoped that
visitors to one venue will then be encourage to visit the other local venue.

New Mayor for Ellesmere Port and First Official Event – Opening the
New Play Area
A familiar face at the museum, Lisa Denson, the local Councillor for the Westminster
ward in Cheshire West and Chester Council since 2019 was invested as Mayor of
Ellesmere Port on 11 May this year. Lisa is passionate about the community and this is
reflected in her choice of charities for the year, which are the National Waterways
Museum Ellesmere Port, CHAPS and Street Pastors. Everyone at the Museum is
delighted she has chosen the museum as one of her charities and looking forward to
continuing to work with her.
The Mayor’s first official event was to open the new Play Area at the museum. So, on
Saturday 29 May at 11am, Ani Sutton (Attractions & Destinations Manager) welcomed
everyone and opened the proceedings, followed by the Mayor, Cllr Lisa Denson. Once
the ribbon was cut and the crowd barriers removed, the children could not wait to
try everything out. It is said to be the best playground in the North West, something the

children all agreed with. A huge thank you to the anonymous sponsor and to Fran
Littlewood (Project Manager) and Barry Green (Volunteer) who made it all come
together.
A short video, encapsulating the build, the opening and a few willing children testing the
equipment, can be seen by clicking on the following
YouTube link https://youtu.be/9HOVQtIwZ-Q

Jonathan Goldberg Photography Exhibition
Jonathan Goldberg was selected as the Resident Photographer with the Canal & River
Trust in 2019 and the Museum at Ellesmere Port is displaying some of his collection
until 10 August 2021.
You can find out more about Jonathan's residency at Photographer in Residence | Canal
& River Trust (canalrivertrust.org.uk) and view more of Jonathan's collection on his
website Videos (jongoldberg.co.uk).

WetLab \\ public works + Assembly
A floating platform has been built at the Museum ready for the Abandon Normal Devices
(AND) Festival 2021 this weekend.
WetLab is a space where creative minds including artists, architects, scientists,
engineers and technologists invite the public to come and explore the ecology of the
waterways and together envisage potential future uses for the canal in their local
area. It is intended to create an opportunity for discussion and exploration, serving as a
spark to imagine future uses of living on and around water. Working with the canals and
waterways, WetLab will host playful experiments, workshops and cross-disciplinary
discussions.
The canal-based pavilion, designed by critical design practice public works, will tour
sites across Greater Manchester and Lancashire after launching at the Museum for AND
Festival 2021, becoming a hub for innovative learning, discussion, and engagement on
the waterways.
Artists from public works and Assembly will be leading workshops throughout the
weekend. This schedule will be available at WetLab, with opportunities to observe
demonstrations and take part in a series of workshops.

Second Hand Bookstall
If you have any books or suitable items for the second-hand bookstall in the Volunteer
Hub at Ellesmere Port, please get in touch with Duty Manager, Paul Jones, as more stock
is needed due to its popularity. Thank you.

National Waterways Museum Gloucester
The National Waterways Museum Gloucester
is getting busier by the day with increasing
numbers visiting the museum or just the cafe
which was particularly busy over the
sunny Bank Holiday with people enjoying the
outdoor tables.
The introduction of afternoon teas has meant
that those booking a museum visit or boat trip
later in the year have had something to add on
to their booking and so far, they have been
very popular.

Volunteers, Vivian and Terry made one of the
first bookings to try out the new afternoon tea.

School groups return to Gloucester
The Museum enjoyed the first in-person school group in a long time at the end of May
when Eliza and Anna from Canal & River Trust Explorers team ran a Build a Canal
workshop. The children had been learning all about the River Severn at school so the
activity related well to how the river’s transport link led to the development of the
Gloucester and Sharpness canal and the Gloucester Docks.

Staff and Volunteer News
Collections Assistant South
Laura Waters has joined as the Collections Officer (South). Laura will be responsible for
looking after the collections and advising on museum interpretation for Gloucester,
Stoke Bruerne and other attractions in the Midlands and South. Laura is part of the
National Collections and Archives team and we wish her well in her new post.

Museum Assistant Gloucester
A warm welcome to Tom Williams who has joined the team as a Museum Assistant.
If you see either of them around and about, please say hello and introduce yourselves.

Bea Anderton
Bea will be leaving the Trust on Friday 25 June as she has accepted a position at Knowsley
Metropolitan Borough Council as Cultural Development and Heritage Events Officer. She will be
working with communities across the Borough to develop and deliver heritage events and
experiences for Knowsley Borough of Culture 2022.
Bea joined the Trust in January 2018 as Events Coordinator for both the museums at Ellesmere
Port and at Gloucester and subsequently for Ellesmere Port when the museums moved into the
Regional Directorates. Bea has been a key player in the events and activities held at the
Museum and her energy and enthusiasm will be missed.
All the very best Bea in the next chapter of your career.

Save the Date
As part of the Trust’s Let’s reconnect programme, staff and volunteers from the museum
at Ellesmere Port and the local area are invited to a lunchtime picnic on Thursday
24th June. Please save the date and details will follow.

AIM Conference 2021

The AIM Conference 2021 is happening online from 16 - 18 June and tickets
are currently on sale:
The conference focuses on:
What hard lessons are we learning in the face of the pandemic?
Have our reflections resulted in changes for good?
What skills or new ways of working have we developed – and might they help us
prepare for an uncertain future.
Tickets now available
AIM Members Ticket – All 3 days of conference £70.00.
AIM Non-Members Ticket – All 3 days of conference £90.00.
Student Ticket – All 3 days of conference – £22.50.
AIM Members Day Tickets – £30.00 / day. AIM Non-Members Day Tickets – £45.00 /
day.
You can find out more details of the conference from the link below:
AIM National Conference 2021 - AIM - Association of Independent Museums (aimmuseums.co.uk)
If you are interested in attending but missed your opportunity for the Early Bird
price (£45 for all 3 days of the conference),
please email Barbara.Kay@canalrivertrust.org.uk who will contact AIM on your behalf to see
if there are any tickets still available for this price. This only applies to new bookings.

Please remember to share your stories with us.
Please look after yourselves, families and friends and stay safe.
Please send any contributions to Michelle
Kozomara Michelle.Kozomara@canalrivertrust.org.uk and Barbara
Kay Barbara.Kay@canalrivertrust.org.uk by 5pm on Tuesday 6 July 2021. Thank you.
If you no longer wish to receive Reflections please contact Michelle
Kozomara michelle.kozomara@canalrivertrust.org.uk
If you have colleagues who don’t currently receive Reflections but would like to, please ask them
to contact Michelle with their email address. Thank you.

