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25 February 2020 

 
CANAL & RIVER TRUST MAKES NEW APPOINTMENTS TO 

FISHERIES & ANGLING ADVISORY GROUP 
 

The Canal & River Trust is pleased to announce the appointment of three new members to its 

Fisheries & Angling Advisory Group.   

 

The group, which is comprised of experienced practitioners who volunteer their time for the 

charity, helps the Trust reflect on angling and fisheries management issues, ensuring that plans 

around fisheries and angling are appropriate, well managed, and are in line with the charitable 

objectives 

wellbeing for all those who visit. 

 

Joining the group are Mike Heylin, Mark Parry, and David Ottewell. 

 

Mike Heylin is an entrepreneur and business manager with a marketing, PR, advertising and sales 

background in consumer and b2b markets.  He has proven ability as secretary and administrator 

to numerous fisheries, angling and voluntary community and social groups, and has run club 

stillwater fisheries for over 25 years.  Mike is a life-long political and environmental activist.  He 

grew up fishing the Grand Union Canal at Boxmoor and is currently active with the Angling 

Trades Association who, like Canal & River Trust, is a National Angling Strategy partner. 

 

Mark Parry has been secretary of Port Sunlight Angling Club for the last 15 years, having joined 

as a junior in 1982.  A recently retired police officer, he worked as a dedicated school officer for 

many years and has a Dip Ed in Safer Schools and Youth Engagement, using fishing as a means 

of engaging with hard to reach young people.  He is a Level 2 angling coach and introduced his 

hundred yards from the canal where his parents moored their boat when he was a child. 

 

David Ottewell is a fisheries technical specialist with Natural England.  David brings profound 

knowledge of SSSI management, freshwater fisheries legislation and expertise in the 

management of non-native invasive species.  David started his fishing career on the banks of the 

Trent & Mersey Canal around Burton. 

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust


 

Page 2 of 2 

 

 

Leaving the group after serving two full terms are Peter Fieldhouse and Richard Pilkinton, both 

of whom have made a major contribution by helping to grow and develop angling on the 

. 

 

John Ellis, national fisheries and angling manager at the Canal & River Trust, said Being by the 

water is a recipe for better health and happiness, and angling is a fantastic way to feel the 

benefits.  Our Fisheries & Angling Advisory Group is made up of highly experienced individuals 

who kindly volunteer their time to help us, and 

 

 

Find out more about the Fisheries & Angling Advisory Group here:  

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/about-us/how-we-are-run/national-advisory-groups/fisheries-and-

angling-advisory-group  

 

ENDS 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Fran Read, national press officer, Canal & River Trust  

m 07796 610 427 e fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk   
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