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20 February 2020 

 
CANALS CONDUIT FOR CLEAN HEATING AS GOVERNMENT 

ANNOUNCES SMART ENERGY FUNDING 
 
The Canal & River Trust, the charity which manages 2,000 miles of waterways across England & 

Wales, welcomes  announcement from Government setting out plans for a £20million 

package to cut household emissions 

some using the canal network. 

 

network across England and Wales can provide 640 megawatts of latent thermal energy to 

support the heating and cooling needs of around 350,000 homes.  

 

Government announcement and recognition of the role that the na

in battling climate change. 

 

trial and the existing sites that already use our 

waterways to heat and cool their buildings  from residential heating & cooling projects to 

industrial cooling of commercial premises and heat networks. 

 

 canals are perfectly placed, both practically and symbolically, to lead the green 

to bring clean, green energy to what 

technological advances are made the canals can once again be at the forefront of progress that 

 

 

The s canal network for heating and cooling is an example of the evolution of the 

.  Today the Canal & River Trust provides vital green and 

blue space to millions of people living in towns and cities alongside its waterways, including 

some of the most heavily populated communities .  

research shows being by water makes people healthier and happier and, with ever increasing 

rates of obesity, stress and declining mental health in the UK, the waterways are uniquely placed 

to make a significant contribution to improving the wellbeing of millions of people.  

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
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A summary of how heating and cooling technology harnesses the latent thermal energy in the 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/specialist-teams/planning-and-

design/planning-policy/the-values-and-benefits-of-waterways/environmental-

wellbeing/sustainable-energy-source  

 

ENDS 

 

For further information, please contact: 

Jonathan Ludford, national communications manager, Canal & River Trust  

m 07747 897783 e jonathan.ludford@canalrivertrust.org.uk   
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