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13 January 2019    

 

CANAL & RIVER TRUST AND SUSTRANS SIGN MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING 

 

A new and updated Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) has been signed between waterways 

and wellbeing charity Canal & River Trust, and Sustrans, the walking and cycling charity.   

 

The two organisations share a number of common objectives around making the towpaths 

accessible for all visitors and believe there are significant benefits to them both working 

together.   

 

The MoU covers various areas where the charities will collaborate, including: promoting the 

benefits of walking and cycling on the waterways to government and other third parties; 

identifying third party funding streams; promoting the pedestrian-priority Towpath Code; 

working to manage interaction between different towpath users; sharing information and 

statistics; working together on the  where it 

; addressing accessibility, and increasing community involvement.  

 

Both charities agree that people value the special characteristics of the waterways as a tranquil, 

traffic-free haven, which is important to preserve.  The historic nature of the canals and 

towpaths means that it can be challenging to accommodate all visitors, and that the needs of the 

slowest users and people using the waterspace, for example boaters and anglers, have to come 

first. 

 

Richard Parry, chief executive of the Canal & River Trust, said: We have worked closely and 

effectively renewed our 

relationship.  Towpaths are fantastic places for walking and  where we have been able to 

improve their standard  for cycling, provided it is done responsibly, connecting places for free 

and accessible sustainable travel in the heart of cities and countryside.  By creating more 

opportunities for everyone to enjoy these green and attractive traffic-free paths, more people 

will come to the waterways and discover the physical and mental benefits of being by the 
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Xavier Brice, Chief Executive of Sustrans, said: 

of walking and cycling networks and help more people have equal access to the natural 

environment.   miles of National Cycle Network routes on towpaths 

the partnership with the Canal & River Trust to continue our 

work of creating traffic-free paths for everyone.  With soaring levels of obesity and poor mental 

health, providing safe and accessible space that fosters physical activity and wellbeing has never 

  

 

For more information about the work of the Canal & River Trust including how you can volunteer 

or donate visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: Fran Read, national press officer, on 07796 610 427 

or fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and rivers across 

and that spending time by water can make us all healthier and happier. By bringing communities 

together to make a difference to their local waterway, we are creating places and spaces that 

can be used and enjoyed by everyone, every day. 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

@CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 

 

Sustrans is the charity making it easier for people to walk and cycle. We connect people and 

places, create liveable neighbourhoods, transform the school run and deliver a happier, healthier 

commute. Join us on our journey.  www.sustrans.org.uk  

For more information visit http://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-services. 

Sustrans is a registered charity no. 326550 (England and Wales) SCO39263 (Scotland). 
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