
The canal water is sucked 
by the moving boat's 
engine towards the back 
of the moving boat, and 
the moored canal boats 
move with the water.

The water ahead of the 
moving boat is lowered by 
this pumping action.

After the moving boat 
passes, the displaced 
water rushes back into 
place, setting the moored 
boats moving up and 
down.

"Spring lines", extra 
mooring ropes that are 
tied from the bow or stern 
along the length of the 
boat, can prevent the boat 
from moving back or 
forward along the bank.

Try to avoid using a 
centre line tied to the 
roof of the boat when 
moored, as this can 
convert an up-and-down 
motion into a much more 
violent rocking motion.

Tie your centre 
line loosely,

if at all.

It's unfortunate, but a truth of canal boating is 
that while you are peacefully moored, you may 
be passed by another boat that does not slow 
down enough to leave your boat undisturbed.

Knowing how and why a passing boat can 
disturb your mooring can help you prepare and 
moor in a way that will lessen the chances of 
any damage to yourself or your property.

The first thing to know is that boat motors 
work by sucking water from ahead of the boat 
and pushing it out from the stern. The large 
amount of water moved by an engine and 
propellor has a big effect, and on waterways 
that are shallow or narrow the changes to the 
water level, and movement this imparts to 
moored boats can be considerable.

If you can, please slow down as much 
as possible when passing moored 
boats. On narrow and shallow canals 
especially, you should be aware of 
the movement of moored boats 
around you as you pass, and use the 
engine only as much as necessary.

How to moor securely when passing boats may go too fast.


