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27 August 2019 

 
Gland r Cymru appoints Steve Thomas CBE as new chair 

 
Waterways and wellbeing charity Gland r Cymru  the Canal & River Trust in Wales  is pleased 

to announce that Steve Thomas CBE has been appointed to chair its advisory board for the 

Trust in Wales - . 

 

Steve is the former chief executive of the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA), a 

position he held for 14 years until the end of 2018.  As chief executive of the WLGA, he 

developed strong connections across Welsh Government and brings an unrivalled 

understanding of Welsh Local Government, together with knowledge of the wide range of 

programmes and policies  Steve has 

also held a number of voluntary roles which align with the work of the Trust in Wales, including 

chairin five years. 

 

This is an exciting role and I am pleased to be taking it up at such an 

important time for Gland r Cymru

Heritage site on the Llangollen with the amazing Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, the unsurpassed 

Monmouth & Brecon Canal which I often walk along, and the exciting restoration projects on the 

Swansea and Montgomery canals.  As an accessible and free-to-use outdoor blue-green space, 

have an important role to play in bringing health and wellbeing for local 

people and visitors alike, and my role will be to promote their great potential and ensure they 

 

 

Richard Parry, chief executive at I am delighted that Steve is joining 

Gland r Cymru.  Steve  in-depth understanding of the major political, social and economic 

opportunities and challenges across Wales, and his valuable contacts within both the 

government and voluntary sector will make a huge contribution to our work in Wales.  

experience will stand the Trust in good stead as we continue to develop our strategic plans for 

the waterways in Wales, and bring the benefits of being by the water to the communities they 

run through, the large number of visitors who come to enjoy them, as well as to boaters and 

other users  

 

For more information on the Canal & River Trust including how you can volunteer or donate 

money to support our work visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk. 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
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-ENDS-  

 

For further media requests please contact: 

Fran Read, national press officer, Canal & River Trust  

m 07796 610 427 e fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk   

 

Notes to editors: 

The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and rivers across 

England & Wales.  We believe 

and that spending time by water can make us all healthier and happier. By bringing communities 

together to make a difference to their local waterway, we are creating places and spaces that 

can be used and enjoyed by everyone, every day. 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

 

 supports the development of the work of the Trust through 

engagement in the social, economic, political and cultural life of Wales. 

 

The board brings knowledge of Wales, its culture, people, and needs to the Trust. Working at a 

political/governmental leve

and plans as they relate to waterways. It also advises the Trust on Welsh Government policy and 

priorities, and acts as a support and sounding board for the trustees, executive and senior 

management on Welsh matters. 

 

The board has up to ten members, with experience of working with existing partner 

organisations and includes people with wider connections in Wales including from public, 

charitable and private sectors.   

mailto:fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/

