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20 June  

  

- charity sets out 
benefits waterways can bring to the capital  

  
The Canal & River Trust  the charity that cares for over 60miles of waterways in 
Greater London  is today launching a new vision for the massive health, environmental, 

 
  

launched at a conference on making the most of urban waterways 
hosted by Future of London  
environment - at Hilton Tower Bridge on Thursday, 20 June.  
  
It comes at a time when there is in excess of 70 million 
waterways each year. Over 1.2 million Londoners are also now living within one kilometer 

of the water, while there are more bo  
  

Today, our waterways continue to 

make an important contribution to life in the city, albeit very different from their original 
role. Their role is now as life-enhancing blue-green corridors offering an escape from 
the busy city streets, for health, exercise, and community cohesion. They make a vital 
contribution to the wellbeing of London society by creating places where people want 
to live and work, and routes that they can use. We believe they have an important role to 

 
  
Sir William Atkinson,  As a 
Trust we are excited by the challenge of getting our disparate communities and 
partners to recognise and appreciate the tremendous benefits associated with their 
local canals and ri  
  

 

• Extending healthy streets: such as providing improved green transport links via 
the Quietways scheme 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
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 • Delivering strategic regeneration projects for London: waterside Old Oak Park 
Royal (Grand Union Canal) and Meridian Water (River Lee) developments are set 

to provide 40,000 new homes and 75,000 jobs between them 
• Cultural assets - a city for Londoners: continuing to bring and major events, 

festivals and art to the waterways 

• Supporting green innovations: such as incorporating freight into major 
infrastructure schemes  

• Enabling healthier communities: working with GPs and other groups to help 
people discover improvements to physical and mental health provided by being 
by water 

• : ensuring improvements to the waterways as 
part of local development continue to bring environmental, health and leisure 
benefits to local communities  

• Providing housing choice: utilising space appropriately, for example in 
Docklands  

• Supporting clean and renewable energy: expanding schemes like that used by 
Glaxo Smith Kline who take water from the Grand Union Canal as an alternative to 
air conditioning their head office at Brentford. The scheme has reduced their 
carbon dioxide emissions by 920 tonnes per year and has significantly lowered 
energy bills 

  

Canal, Hertford Union Canal, Limeshouse Cut, Docklands and the River Lee and River 
Stort.  
  

visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/London-prospectus     
  
Ends  
  
Notes to editors  
  
For more media information contact joe.cogggins@canalrivertrust.org.uk 07827 
357655 
  

The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and river 

navigations across England & Wales.  We believe waterways have the power to make a 

and happier. By bringing communities together to make a difference to their local 

waterway, we are creating places and spaces that can be used and enjoyed by 

everyone, every day. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk @CanalRiverTrust @crtcomms 
  

Making the Most of London's Waterways, takes a deep dive 
into strategies, policies and partnerships to better manage competing demands and 
ensure sustainable growth around waterways. Running throughout 2019, the project 

-sector network through field trips, a 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/London-prospectus
mailto:joe.cogggins@canalrivertrust.org.uk
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://futureoflondon.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9affcec39a&id=87d94bf5fc&e=14098adea0
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 full-day conference and roundtable. 
https://www.futureoflondon.org.uk/knowledge/waterworks/ @futureofldn  
 

 

https://www.futureoflondon.org.uk/knowledge/waterworks/
http://www.twitter.com/futureofldn

