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BOATER INVITATION TO JOIN SUMMER PENNINE ‘ROVING RALLY’ CRUISE ON
HUDDERSFIELD NARROW CANAL (22 June – 1 July)
Boaters are invited to enjoy an exciting cruise across the Pennine hills exploring the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal this summer (22 June – 1 July), organised by the Huddersfield Canal Society and
Canal & River Trust.
The second Pennine Explorer Cruise is aimed at those that have not navigated the Huddersfield
Narrow Canal before, providing extra peace of mind and support for first timers to the northern
waterway.
This ‘Roving Rally’ will allow boaters to enjoy the magnificent scenery of the rugged Pennine
canal while enjoying mutual help with locks and assistance from volunteer lock-winders. A
programme of evening events will add to the fun.
Starting at Portland Basin in Ashton-under-Lyne on 22 June, the eight day cruise will visit
Stalybridge, Mossley, Uppermill, Diggle, Marsden, Slaithwaite, Milnsbridge and Huddersfield,
with an optional final day on the Broad Canal for those with suitable sized boats.
Alan Stopher, Chair of the Huddersfield Canal Society, said: “Eighteen years on from its reopening
the Huddersfield Narrow Canal has already provided a memorable cruise for many. We also know it
has a place on many boaters’ cruising wish lists. Our first Pennine Explorer cruise in 2017 was a
great success, so much so that we’ve decided to run another. To encourage use by those who have
yet to visit this waterway gem, we’re teaming up with the Canal & River Trust and the Calder
Navigation Society to welcome boaters from afar to sample these Pennine waterways for
themselves.”
Stephen Ballard, operations manager with the Canal & River Trust said: “This is a brilliant
opportunity for less-experienced boaters to enjoy the thrill of cruising across the Pennines. The
scenery is stunning and the Trust is delighted to join with the canal society to encourage more
people to explore this amazing waterway. Highlights include travelling through Standedge Tunnel,
Britain’s longest, highest, deepest canal tunnel, and visiting the fascinating Standedge Visitor
Centre.”
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Places are limited by the capacity of Standedge Tunnel, so early expressions of interest are
essential. Boaters should email Huddersfield Canal Society at bob@huddersfieldcanal.com in the
first instance. First come, first served. Not all boats fit the canal - the controlling dimensions and
other information are available here: https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/279.pdf
Those who will fit the shorter wider locks of the Huddersfield Broad and Calder & Hebble canals
can continue to complete a circuit. Full length narrowboats can turn at Huddersfield and take their
time on the return journey.
For more information about visiting Britain’s Pennine waterways, visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk
or phone 0303 040 4040.
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Notes to Editors:
The Canal & River Trust cares for and brings to life 2,000 miles of canals and rivers across England
& Wales. We believe waterways have the power to make a difference to people’s lives and that
spending time by water can make us all healthier and happier. By bringing communities together to
make a difference to their local waterway, we are creating places and spaces that can be used and
enjoyed by everyone, every day www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

