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Online moorings mean those on the main line of the navigation including those that are ‘towpath side’ and ‘offside’ (i.e. on the
opposite side to the towpath) and does not include basins, layby’s or other offline mooring.
2
Any permanent changes to mooring stay times will be made in line with the Trust’s short-stay mooring policy
3
Occasional temporary moorings may include winter moorings, moorings for boating events or gatherings
4
Towpath moorings for the following types of boat may be acceptable in certain circumstances, for example; Commercial boats
and boats providing services for tourists and day visitors (e.g. trip and passenger boats, floating shops and restaurants)
including not for profit community boats or boats operated for charitable purposes (for which there is no suitable alternative
moorings in the area). Historic/feature boats that have a specific and documented function for adding value to tourism and
enjoyment of visitors to the area. Moorings for disabled access or to support the Trust’s Equalities Policy
5
The mooring agreement must be with the land owner or long-term lease holder. If the boat owner is not the land owner or the
long-term lease holder then a mooring agreement would not be supported under the online mooring policy.
6
1 Exception for the Kennet & Avon Canal
On the Kennet & Avon Canal we will not permit the creation of any further offside moorings against private property. This
underlines our commitment to delivering the policies within the Kennet & Avon Canal Conservation Plan (second edition,
October 2000):
Policy H10: There will be a general presumption for the offside bank to remain non accessible.

Policy H10.2 There is a presumption against the creation of moorings, paths and access on the offside canal bank, although a
case may be made for this in some urban locations. The term ‘urban’ shall be deemed to mean the city of Bath and the towns
of Bradford-on-Avon, Devizes, Hungerford, Newbury and Reading.
7
7.4.3 16) Applications for such private moorings on the Montgomery will be tested against the boat traffic model and will only
be approved where there is capacity to absorb them. Montgomery Canal conservation management strategy.
8 Document amended January 21 to replace reference mooring criteria for LVRP with relevant frameworks and planning
policies.
9 The application must be from the landowner of the proposed mooring location, including consent of the freehold land owner
before any lease agreement can be signed.
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10 Planning permission may be required for proposals such as residential or commercial moorings or the construction of
staging at an end of garden mooring. The local planning authority is responsible for determining if planning permission is
required.
11 It is likely that you will need to serve notice of your planning application on the Canal & River Trust as we will have a
landownership interest in the application site and the Local Planning Authority will seek our views on your proposal as a
statutory consultee.
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Appendix 2: Online Mooring Policy – Application Flow Chart

Is the application for a single
boat to be moored?

This policy does not apply
on the Kennet & Avon
Canal, where no further end
of private land moorings will
be permitted.
Applications for the
Montgomery Canal will be
tested against the boat
traffic model and will only be
approved where there is
capacity to absorb them.
Moorings in Lee Valley
Regional Park are subject
Lee Valley Regional Park
Mooring Criteria

Yes

No

Is the application for a mooring for a
commercial boat e.g. for a business boat
such as a café boat or hire boat moorings)?

No

Yes

Is the application from the owner of the
land or do they have a long-term lease
on the land where the mooring would be?
No

Yes

Applications for multiple
online moorings are dealt
with under our Business
Boating Application Process.

If the application is for a
single commercial mooring
they should apply through
the Business Boating
Application process

The mooring agreement
must be with the land owner,
or long-term lease holder.
Applications from anyone
else will be rejected

Has the application been considered by the relevant teams within the Trust against the following criteria and no
objections have been raised about the proposed mooring?
1.1 Navigational safety
1.2 Suitability of the location against operational, environmental or heritage constraints
1.3 How moorings would contribute to wider strategic plans for the area
1.4 How (if required) the moorings would be serviced (including waste and refuse removal)
1.5 Access to the moorings from land (whether by foot or other forms of transport)
1.6 Whether the creation of the mooring would contribute to undesirable lines of continuously moored boats
1.7 The availability of alternative offline mooring provision in the vicinity
1.8 How the applications contribute to the Canal & River Trusts wider charitable objectives and our ten year
strategy.
1.9 Positive or negative impacts from the creation of moorings on other waterway users and how these
would be mitigated.
1.10
Boats at new online moorings should possess the recognisable attributes of a boat typical to the
Trust’s network and be capable of navigation, it is possible in rare circumstances that exceptions may
be made in the context of a local mooring strategy.
1.11
Any particular need for moorings suitable for disabled boaters in a particular location as assessed
under the Trust’s Equality Policy for Customer Service Delivery
1.12
The likely cost that might be incurred should a boat or other items ever be abandoned leaving the
Trust with the responsibility for removal.

No

Yes

Application approved
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The proposed mooring does not
pass one or more of the criteria
considerations and is rejected.

