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PRESS RELEASE

18th May 2018 

 

The latest fish monitoring studies at the Canal & River Trust’s Tees Barrage have revealed how seals can be 

put off from catching salmon with a certain sound. 

 

Salmon migration through the Barrage and seal predation are two hot topics at the giant water control 

structure, and since 2008, the Tees Barrage Fish Pass and Operation Steering Group has been overseeing 

the monitoring of fish and seal populations and their  behavior to try and understand more about the 

preferred routes through the Barrage for fish, how to improve fish passage, and how to reduce seal 

predation. In 2017/18 the group has been focusing their efforts on research in the Navigation Lock. 

 
Last summer’s research involved the use of underwater sonar monitoring to understand how fish move 

upstream, and an acoustic deterrent device (ADD) to deter seals from entering the navigation lock. It works 

by transmitting an audio frequency that is uncomfortable for seals but does not affect fish. A special 

mechanism was also in use on the lock gates, keeping them wide enough for the fish to get through but too 

narrow for seals. 

 

The study showed: 

 

• Fish were four times more likely to use the main barrage gates to get upstream than the Denil fish 

pass. 

• The main gates and navigation lock see fish pass through every 2 hours on average, compared to 

every 8 hours through the fish pass. 

• During the use of ADD in a 30-day monitoring period, four fish were eaten. This compares to 18 fish 

eaten in a 21-day period before ADD was installed. 

• In the 17 days after the ADD was removed just one fish was eaten. 

The steering group is made up of Tees Barrage owners the Canal & River Trust, and the Environment 

Agency, Angling Trust, Salmon & Trout Conservation Trust, Tees Rivers Trust, Industries Nature 

Conservation Association and Tees Barrage International White Water Centre. 

 

Jonathan Hart-Woods, senior ecologist at Canal & River Trust, said: “It is interesting to note that although 

fish have several routes to get upstream, including two specially created fish passes, the main gates are the 

preferred option. 
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“Predation by seals is still a key issue at the Tees Barrage and while these results are promising, there are 

many other factors involved, so we’ll be using an acoustic deterrent device again to deter seals this summer, 

as well as sonar to monitor fish, to help us develop targeted protection measures.” 

 

Phil Rippon, Fisheries Technical Specialist at the Environment Agency, added: “It’s hoped this work will 
ultimately help inform how best to improve fish passage into the future.  
 
“We’re working really hard together with our partners to understand how fish naturally try to pass through the 
Barrage and then to make it as easy as possible for them.  
 
“What we can do now includes changing the way the gates and navigation lock are operated and working to 
try to deter seals from the area. There are other options for improved fish passage we can consider in the 
future.  
 
“We want as many fish as possible to make it upstream to their spawning grounds to ensure the River Tees 
continues to improve.” 
 
Work on this year’s studies is now underway, and local volunteers are needed to carry out seal surveys 
between August and October. Anyone interested should attend the training day on Thursday 31st May at 
2pm, where they will be able to find out more and sign up. Further details on becoming a seal survey 
volunteer at Tees Barrage can be found at: https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/volunteer or by contacting Phillippa 
Baron on 0113 281 6840. 

 

ENDS 

 

For further information, images, and interviews, please contact:  

Gemma Rathbone, National Press Officer 

07557 256482 
gemma.rathbone@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

@GemmaRathbone 

 

Notes to editors: 

 

Videos of sonar monitoring: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uBLXXPFY3yLmdcFJwzjM-

l6XpTbNzq48 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.  We believe that living waterways transform 

places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep 

where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, stretch your legs and simply feel closer to 

nature. 

Find out more about our work at: www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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