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PRESS RELEASE 

Issued: 13 April 2018     
 
CELEBRATE WORLD HERITAGE DAY AT LLANGOLLEN CANAL WORLD HERITAGE 
SITE 
 
The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Llangollen Canal World Heritage Site will be celebrating World 
Heritage Day on Saturday 21 April with fantastic family events near its Trevor Basin Visitor Centre.  
 
Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust charity in Wales, which cares for the canal World Heritage 
Site, has organised a range of exciting activities for both adults and children, including free guided 
walks, canoe taster sessions, wood carving, stalls and an opportunity to build a bird box. 
 
Between 11am and 3pm, visitors will be able to drop in and enjoy any of the activities, as well as 
discover more about volunteering or becoming a Friend of the Canal & River Trust. Entry to Trevor 
Basin Visitor Centre is free of charge.  
 
Lynda Slater, Trevor Basin Visitor Centre manager with the Canal & River Trust, explained: “The 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and 11 mile Llangollen Canal are part of a very exclusive club of 
outstanding buildings or monuments across the globe which have been designated World Heritage 
Site status.  
 
“Along with iconic places such as the Taj Mahal and the Pyramids, we will be celebrating what 
makes us special. As we start the new summer season, we would love lots of people to come and 
visit us, and discover more about North Wales’s stunning Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, which is Britain’s 
highest, longest aqueduct, a grade one-listed and scheduled ancient monument.” 
 
The Trevor Basin Visitor Centre is open every day, 10am – 4pm, until the end of October. For more 
information about visiting the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Llangollen Canal World Heritage Site or 
volunteering and donating to the Canal & River Trust, please visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk or 
phone 0303 040 4040.  
 
Ends 
Notes to editors  
 
For more information please contact Lynn Pegler, press officer with Glandŵr Cymru (Canal & River 

Trust) on 07783 686246 or email: lynn.pegler@canalrivertrust.org.uk. 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct Facts and Figures 

 The cast iron trough which holds the canal water is 11ft wide, 5ft 3ins deep and 1,007ft tall 
at its highest point. The mortar was made of oxen blood, lime and water. 
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 There are 19 arches, each with a 45ft span and piers 116ft high. 

 To keep the aqueduct as light as possible, the slender masonry piers are partly hollow and 
taper at their summit. 

 The aqueduct holds 1.5 million litres of water and takes two hours to drain. 

Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust in Wales, cares for Wales’ historic canals, made up of the 
Swansea, Llangollen, Montgomery and Monmouthshire & Brecon Canals.  Our canals are a haven 
for people and wildlife and a national treasure.  Built over 200 years ago as part of the world’s first 
industrial revolution, the waterways continue to play an important part in the life of Wales today, 
making an annual contribution of £34m and supporting 800 jobs in local businesses. 

Canal & River Trust cares for 2,000 miles of canals, rivers and docks across England and Wales.  
It is our job to care for this wonderful legacy – holding it in trust in perpetuity and giving people a 
greater role in the running of their local waterways. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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