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PRESS RELEASE

14 February  

 

Major lock gate replacement project completed on River Lee in Enfield  

 

The Canal & River Trust, the charity that cares for the River Lee, has this week completed 

a major operation to replace two sets of lock gates in Enfield.  

 

The gates at Enfield Lock weighed between 3.9 tonnes each – more than a fully-grown 

hippo – so required a crane to lift them.  

 

At more than 20-years old each gate required replacing as they had become susceptible to 

leaking. They were then replaced with brand new, solid oak hand-carved gates made by 

the Trust’s teams.  

 

The project cost £130,000 in total, taking six weeks, and is part of the Trust’s £38million 

programme to help repair and restore the nation’s 200-year old waterways this winter. 

Works will include lock gate replacements, restoring historic brick work and draining large 

sections of water to repair leaking waterway walls. 

 

Graham Smith, Canal & River Trust construction supervisor, said: “Lifting the gates out 

and craning the new ones in is a major operation. The sheer size and weight of the gates 

poses quite a test and we have to be very precise to make sure they fit perfectly into 

position. The Lee is a hugely popular river and as a charity this is the kind of work we have 

to do to keep it in top working order for the thousands of boaters who use it each year.” 

 

For more information about the Canal & River Trust, including how to volunteer or donate, 

visit canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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 The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   

 

We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 

 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk     @CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/

