
 

 

 

Canal & River Trust, Station House, 500 Elder Gate, Milton Keynes MK91BB 

T: 0203 204 4514 E: press.office@canalrivertrust.org.uk W: www.canalrivertrust.org.uk Twitter: @CanalRiverTrust 

Patron: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales. Canal & River Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales 

with company number 7807276 and registered charity number 1146792, registered office address: First Floor North, Station House, 500 

Elder Gate, Milton Keynes MK9 1BB 
 

  

 

 

PRESS RELEASE

18th January 2018 

Canal & River Trust is this month undertaking maintenance work on the Leeds & Liverpool Canal in 

Aspull, near Wigan, to replace the gates at Top Lock (lock 65). 

 

The charity, which cares for 2,000 miles of canals and rivers nationwide, began work on the project 

in early January. The fish have been removed and relocated and the lock drained, and work to 

remove the old gates and install the new ones is expected to begin week commencing 22nd 

January, following a slight delay getting the crane on site due to the weather. 

 

Mark Overum, Canal & River Trust construction supervisor, said: “The Leeds & Liverpool Canal is 

a very popular waterway enjoyed by thousands of people, either on the water or the towpath, so it’s 

essential that we carry out regular maintenance. Replacing lock gates is an important part of the 

charity’s work to look after the waterways, ensuring they remain open for people to use and enjoy.” 

 

The work is part of the charity’s £38 million programme to help repair and restore the nation’s 200-

year old waterways this winter. Works will include lock gate replacements, restoring historic brick 

work and draining large sections of water to repair leaking waterway walls. 

 

Find out more about the Canal & River Trust’s work including how to volunteer and donate at: 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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For further information, images, and interviews, please contact:  

Gemma Rathbone, National Press Officer 

07757 256482 
gemma.rathbone@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

@CRTcomms  

 

Notes to editors: 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales, 

caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, archives, and 

hundreds of important wildlife sites.  We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and 

our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of 

everyday life, stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. Find out more about our work at: 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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