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10,000 people descended onto the Grand Union Canal this weekend as the waterways played host 

to Milton Keynes’ first ever Illuminated Boat Festival. 

 

Organised by the Canal & River Trust, the charity that cares for 2,000 miles of canals and rivers in 

England & Wales, the festival celebrated the canal in Milton Keynes as part of the town’s 50th 

birthday celebrations. 

 

Thirty-six festively decorated boats, each covered in twinkling fairy lights, took to the water on 

Saturday, 2 December, navigating from the Lionhearts Cruising Club and Milton Keynes Marina 

towards Campbell Park.  

 

It is the first time that an event of this scale had been attempted on this stretch of the canal, which 

weaves through the town then either towards Birmingham to the north and London to the south. 

 

When first opened over 200 year ago the route was the M1 of its day, bustling with freight boats 

transporting goods.  Today the Canal & River Trust ensures the canal is just as popular, with 

boaters using the waterway to live and work along and thousands of people visiting the towpath to 

keep fit or to enjoy the history and wildlife. 

 

Emily Nicholas, Canal & River Trust development and engagement manager, said: “We’re 

delighted with how well the festival went, it was amazing to see so many people turn out to see the 

boats.  

 

“The Grand Union Canal is going from strength to strength, people are using it for such a range of 

activities from boating and running to walking and fishing. And increasing numbers are helping us 

to look after it and make it the special place that it is. It’s really there for the community to enjoy, a 

place to relax and slow down, so it’s fantastic that the canal could become such a centre piece for 

the 50th birthday celebrations.” 

The event wouldn’t have been possible without the support from local volunteers, organisations 

including The Parks Trust, and funding from MK Community Foundation. 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
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 For more information on the work of the Canal & River Trust including how you can volunteer or 

donate to support the work we do visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: Sarah Rudy, National Press Officers on 01908 302 584 

/ 07788 691 219 or email sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   

 

We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 

 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk     @CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 
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