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15 September  

 

‘Artificial brain’ installed in London canal turns water into poetry 

  

An exhibition will begin next week showcasing poetry generated by the motion, light and 

temperature of the Regent’s Canal. 

 

Natural Networks is the creation of agency Six:Thirty and oio.studio, with support for their work 

coming from the Canal & River Trust, the charity that cares for the canal. 

  

Designers working on the project launched a floating ‘artificial brain’ into the canal in Haggerston 

which contains sensors that mimic perception, enabling it to see and analyse the underwater world. 

Using artificial intelligence these findings are then turned into ‘poems’. 

  

The work is being featured in ‘Water’ at Copeland Gallery (19-24 September), as part of the 

London Design Festival. For more info visit www.waterexhibition.co.uk 

  

James Cuddy from Six:Thirty explains: “We believe that we can forge stronger bonds with our 

natural surroundings through art, design and technology. That is what we aim to explore further 

with Natural Networks which records data from the underwater canal environment, using floating 

devices equipped with environmental sensors. Light, temperature and motion data is interpreted by 

a Neural Network to generate machine-made poems that encourage consideration of, and 

engagement with, the physical locations that created them.” 

  

Natural Networks is supported by the Canal & River Trust’s Arts on the Waterways programme 

which provides artists with space along the waterways where they can slow down, research and 

make ambitious new work.   

  

Tim Eastop from the Canal & River Trust, comments: “Canals, and life on and around them, have 

long inspired art and design works of all kinds, they are arteries weaving through the heart of the 

city. People tell us that they are happier and healthier when they are by the water. But if ours 

canals could talk, what would they say: it seems we’re going to find out.” 

  

For more information about the designers visit www.sixthirty.pm and oio.studio 

  

To find out more about the Canal & River Trust, including how to volunteer or donate, visit 

canalrivertrust.org.uk 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
http://www.waterexhibition.co.uk/
http://www.sixthirty.pm/
http://oioio.studio/
http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
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Ends 

  

Notes to editors 

  

For more media information contact joe.coggins@canalrivertrust.org.uk 020 3204 4410 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites. We believe that living waterways transform 

places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep 

where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, stretch your legs and simply feel closer to 

nature. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk / @CanalRiverTrust / @crtcomms 
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