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PRESS RELEASE 

Issued: 4 April 2017 
 

DOUBLE SUCCESS – ON TOP OF THE WORLD AT PONTCYSYLLTE 
AQUEDUCT   
 
Staff at Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust charity in Wales, are on top of the world with 
double celebrations at the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Llangollen Canal World Heritage Site in 
North Wales. 
 
Peta Hearn, 26, destination assistant at the Trust’s Trevor Basin Visitor Centre, which serves the 
aqueduct, was named ‘Tourism Rising Star’ at the annual Wrexham Tourism Ambassador Awards 
2017. Peta has worked as a seasonal assistant for the past two summers and has recently been 
taken on as a permanent employee. 
 
And on top of this achievement, a stunning two minute aerial film of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct has 
catapulted to the top of the Canal & River Trust’s social media rankings as the most popular 
waterway video of the year. Posted on the Trevor Basin Visitor Centre Facebook page on 17 
March, more than 120,000 people have now watched the film which takes the viewer on an 
annotated flight around this outstanding wonder of the waterways. 
 
Lynda Slater, Canal & River Trust destination supervisor at Trevor Basin, said: “This is a fantastic 
way to celebrate the start of the main tourist season. Peta truly is a rising star at the World 
Heritage Site. She makes everyone feel welcome and has a special rapport with our visitors who 
come from all over the world to admire Britain’s longest, highest aqueduct.  She has impressed us 
all with her ability to learn quickly on the job and I am delighted we have been able to offer her a 
permanent position. 
 
“The people and the place are both equally important in giving visitors a great experience. And 
everyone who has watched the two minute film can’t fail to be impressed by our amazing 
aqueduct. The footage was taken by a drone in the height of summer and the whole area looks 
spectacular. It’s a great advert for the Llangollen Canal and this wonderful corner of North Wales.” 
 
The Canal & River Trust cares for 2,000 miles of the nation’s waterways, including hundreds of  
aqueducts and bridges.Constructed by famous canal engineers Thomas Telford and William 
Jessop between 1796 and 1805, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct is a masterpiece of civil engineering and 
forms the centrepiece of a World Heritage Site.  
 
Measuring a record-breaking 1,000 feet long and 126 feet high, the aqueduct carries the beautiful, 
rural Llangollen Canal over the River Dee valley. A cast iron trough, which holds 1.5 million litres of 
water, is supported by 18 slender sandstone piers and 19 elegant arches, each with a 45 foot 
span. 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
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 Help promote the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on World Heritage Day, 18 April, by joining in a 
mass World Heritage Site tweet for one hour between 6.04pm and 7.04pm. Share five 

extra-special things about your WHS using the #WHSHour hashtag. 
 
For more information about Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and the Canal & River Trust, including how to 
volunteer and donate, visit canalrivertrust.org.uk. 
 
 
Ends 
 
Notes to editors  
 
For more information please contact Lynn Pegler, press officer with Glandŵr Cymru (Canal & River 

Trust) on 07783 686246 or email: lynn.pegler@canalrivertrust.org.uk. 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct Facts and Figures 

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal became a World Heritage site in 2009, recognised alongside just 
1,000 sites around the globe that are deemed to be of outstanding universal value, such as the 
Grand Canyon, the Pyramids and Stonehenge. 

 

 The cast iron trough which holds the canal water is 307m long and at its highest point it is 
38.4m above the river Dee 

 There are 19 arches, each with a 45ft span. 

 To keep the aqueduct as light as possible, the slender masonry piers are partly hollow and 
taper at their summit. 

 The aqueduct holds 1.5 million litres of water and takes two hours to drain. 

 Constructed between 1796 and 1805, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct is a grade one listed building 
and a scheduled ancient monument and forms the centrepiece of the 11 mile World 
Heritage Site. 

Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust in Wales, cares for Wales’ historic canals, made 
up of the Swansea, Llangollen, Montgomery and Monmouthshire & Brecon canals.  Our 
canals are a haven for people and wildlife and a national treasure.  Built over 200 years 
ago as part of the world’s first industrial revolution, the waterways continue to play an 
important part in the life of Wales today, making an annual contribution of £34m and 
supporting 800 jobs in local businesses. 

Canal & River Trust cares for 2,000 miles of canals, rivers and docks across England and 
Wales.  It is our job to care for this wonderful legacy – holding it in trust in perpetuity and 
giving people a greater role in the running of their local waterways.  

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk @CanalRiverTrust @crtcomms 
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