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PRESS RELEASE

17 March 2017 

 

 

The Canal & River Trust, the charity that cares for the nation’s waterways, has this week started a 

major project to improve 600 metres of the Oxford Canal towpath in Rugby. 

 

The work, which is going ahead thanks to funds secured by the Canal & River Trust, will ensure 

that commuters and local shoppers visiting the retail park no longer need to dodge large puddles 

when walking or cycling along one of the region’s most popular stretches of waterway. 

 

As well as the new wider towpath, the Trust also has the opportunity to repair a worn out set of 

access steps from the towpath at the Old Leicester Road Aqueduct and install new mooring rings 

so boaters can easily moor and have easy access to the local shops and restaurants. The canal 

wall is also being raised to stop water from flowing out of the canal and making the towpath wet 

and soggy. 

 

The work is expected to last eight to ten weeks with a temporary diversion route along Leicester 

Road.  

 

Charles Baker, Canal & River Trust project manager, said: “The canal towpath in Rugby is really 

popular as it’s a perfect route for anyone wanting to get to and from either the nearby retail park or 

town without having the walk along the road. The Canal & River Trust is delighted it can carry out 

these improvements as it will mean that people arriving either on foot, cycle or by boat, will soon be 

able to can use this green traffic-free route into town all year round without having to worry about 

getting their feet wet and muddy.” 

 

For more information on the work of the Canal & River Trust including how to donate and volunteer 

with the Trust visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: Sarah Rudy, National Press Officer on 01908 302 584 / 

07788 691 219 or email sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  
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The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   

 

We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 

 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk     @CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 
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