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PRESS RELEASE

13 March 2017 

 

 

The charity, Canal & River Trust, is improving 500 metres of towpath along the Kennet & Avon 

Canal so that visitors no longer need to dodge puddles or end up with soggy socks when visiting 

this popular waterway. 

 

The work is costing £160,000 and is due to start on the 13 March.  The money has been raised by 

the Trust, the charity that cares for and maintains the Kennet & Avon Canal, together with the 

Devizes Air Quality and Transport Group. 

 

It will see major improvements along the canal between Town Bridge and Cemetery Bridge.  As 

well as the new towpath, the Canal & River Trust will create better access onto the canal for people 

with buggies or in wheel chairs and new signage which will direct tourists and visitors towards the 

town’s shops and restaurants. 

 

Whilst repairing the towpath the Trust will also be planting environmentally friendly coir rolls along 

sections of the canal bank. The rolls, pre-planted with native water plants, will help protect the bank 

from erosion and also provide food and shelter for small animals, such as the endangered water 

vole, known to still live on this part of the canal.   

 

The work is expected to last seven weeks and the towpath will be closed for the duration with a 

local diversion route in place.  

 

Suzanne Featherstone, from the Canal & River Trust, said: “Devizes is a really popular town with 

thousands of people visiting the Caen Hill lock flight every year. Improving this stretch of towpath 

will mean that local people and boaters can use this green traffic free route into town all year round 

without having to worry about getting their feet wet.” 

 

Cllr Anna Cuthbert, who chairs the Devizes Air Quality and Transport Group said: “We are 

delighted to be able to proceed with further improvements to the towpath. The previous phases 

have been well received and we know that this will encourage local residents and visitors to make 

use of one of the town’s greatest assets.” 

 

For more information on the work of the Canal & River Trust visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
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ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: Sarah Rudy, National Press Officer on 01908 302 584 / 

07788 691 219 or email sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors: 

 

Of the £160,000 total cost, the Canal and River Trust is contributing £20,000, with the remainder 

coming through third party funding allocated to the Devizes Air Quality and Transport Group  

 

Over the past 4 years Wiltshire Council and Canal & River Trust have been working in Partnership 

to deliver the first 2 phases of towpath improvements along stretches of the Kennet & Avon Canal 

that is heavily used by school children, commuters, visitors and the general public. These 

important works have been successfully completed and positively contribute towards delivering the 

outcomes of the Devizes Transport Strategy.  

 

The towpath will be constructed with layers of tarmacadam, with the finished surface dressing of a 

light buff coloured aggregate. The existing crushed stone base will be re-used once levelled 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   

 

We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 

 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk     @CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 
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