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On Saturday 11th March from 11am to 3:30pm, visitors will have the rare opportunity to explore 
behind the scenes of Tringford Pumping Station, near Marsworth.  The historic Grade II-listed 
structure, built in 1818 by renowned engineer Thomas Telford, has recently undergone a complete 
restoration by the Canal & River Trust.  Costing £277,000, including a generous £100,000 award 
from players of People’s Postcode Lottery, the restoration work has included making repairs to 
damaged brickwork, roofing, gutters and windows and improved facilities for volunteers and staff 
using the building. 
 
Visitors are invited to come along and meet the Trust’s experts who will be on hand to explain the 
history and use of the pumping station, which is still in operation almost every day, and keeps the 
canal topped up with around two million litres of water per year. 
 
Other activities will include fishing taster sessions, where visitors can try their hand at catching a 
fish at this popular angling site, and nature spotting walks around one of the nearby reservoirs.  
 
Sarah Brown, Development and Engagement Manager for the Canal & River Trust in the region, 
said “Tringford Pumping Station is the pumping heart of the Grand Union Canal, keeping it topped 
up with water, but most if its secrets are buried deep underground.  Many people don’t realise that 
without it we wouldn’t keep the Grand Union Canal flowing. We are so pleased to be able to 
celebrate the completion of the repairs and the work we have carried out. It’s a great opportunity 
for people to see how the pumps work and the complexities of how we keep the canal topped up 
with water.”   
 
The open day forms part of the Canal & River Trust’s nationwide programme of repairs and 
restoration. 

To find out about the Restoration & Repairs programme and other open days happening 
across the country this winter go to https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/open-days  
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Notes to editors: 
 
Historic images of the Tringford Pumping Station available at: 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p5zinc92k97w8o8/AAANHqtsM-ElzPivd4f3f5L1a?dl=0  
 
A park and ride service will be available from Startops reservoir Car Park (HP23 4LJ) with the first 
service available from 10:45am and last service at 15:15pm. 
 
The first tour of the pumping station will take place at 11am with the last tour at 15:30pm. 
 
Tringford Pumping Station was built in 1818 by renowned canal engineer Thomas Telford to 
pump water from Startopsend and Tringford reservoirs into the Grand Union Canal. In 1836/38 a 
second steam pumping engine was installed. In 1918 the last steam engine was scrapped and the 
top two floors of the building, boiler-house and chimney were removed. It currently houses three 
water pumps which supply the canal with water. 
 
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 
Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 
archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites. We believe that living waterways transform 
places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep 
where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, stretch your legs and simply feel closer to 
nature. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk / @CanalRiverTrust / @crtcomms 
 
 
 


