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20 February 2017 

  

CANAL & RIVER TRUST SETS OUT PLANS TO REVIEW BOAT 
LICENSING 
 

The Canal & River Trust is announcing the start of the first phase of its independent consultation 

about how boats are licensed on its waterways.  The current licensing system has remained 

largely unchanged for more than two decades and is often cited by boat owners as being complex 

and out of date. 

 

The consultation will be run by Involve, an independent charity specialising in public engagement. 

It aims to ask boaters the fairest and simplest way to split the important financial contribution made 

by the different types of boats and boaters towards the upkeep of the waterways. 

 

The first step in a three-stage consultation is just starting.  In stage one, Involve will interview 

representatives from the main boating organisations to find out their views on how the consultation 

should work and what it should cover.  

 

During the second stage, which will run from April, Involve will host a series of in-depth workshops 

with boaters across the country.  Participants will reflect the diversity in the boating community. 

 

The final stage, will be a consultation for all boat owners to give their views on the options 

developed during the two previous stages.  

 

Ian Rogers, customer service and operations director at Canal & River Trust, said: “The current 

licensing system has been in place for over twenty years. Boating has changed a lot in the 

meantime and the Trust wants to ensure the licensing structure is fit for purpose.  Feedback from 

boaters suggests that many feel the current licensing is overly complex and can be perceived as 

unfair, and this consultation seeks to discuss these areas of concern.   
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“It’s more important than ever that we plan to ensure the long-term sustainability of our waterways 

so that boaters can continue enjoying them both now and in the future.  With income from licensing 

playing an important part in the charity’s finances it is essential that it is spread fairly across all 

types of boaters as well as other income sources like property, utilities and fundraising.  This is the 

most significant review of licensing in a generation and I welcome the fact that boaters will be 

helping to decide the shape of things to come.” 

 

Diane Beddoes, Associate at Involve, added: “We’re delighted to be able to help the Trust 

complete this important piece of work.  Our brief is to apply our principles of transparency, 

inclusiveness and collaboration to ensure that boaters are fully involved in helping create a 

balanced and simple boat licensing system.” 

 

ENDS  

 

For further media requests please contact:  

Fran Read, national press officer, Canal & River Trust  

m 07796 610 427 e fran.read@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors  

 

Boat organisations involved in the first stage include: 

 

Organisation: Representing: 

Association of Waterway Cruising Clubs 

(AWCC) 

Cruising Club boaters 

British Marina Inland Boating (BMIB) Canal Businesses 

British Marine National Trade representing all trade  

Commercial Boat Operators Association Commercial boat opearators 

Community Boat Association Charity boat owners 

Dutch Barge Association Wide beam owners 

Historic narrow boat club Historic narrow boat owners 

Hotel Boat Association Hotel Boat Owners 

Inland Waterway Association (IWA)   All boating segments 

National Association of Boat Owners 

(NABO) 

All boating segments 

National Bargee Travellers Association 

(NBTA) 

Continuous Cruisers 

Navigational Advisory Group (Licensing & 

Moorings)  

All boating segments 

Residential Boat Owners’ Association Residential boaters 

Roving Canal Traders Association 

(RCTA) 

Roving Traders – Continuous Cruisers 
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