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A three-week project to install a new set of lock gates along the Oxford Canal has recently been 

completed. 

 

Engineers from the Canal & River Trust – the charity that cares for the waterway - have been busy 

replacing a set of worn out lock gates at lock 40 near Thrupp. The old gates, which were around 25 

years old, had come to the end of their working life and needed replacing as they were no longer 

water tight. These new gates, which are hand made from seasoned oak, can hold a whopping 

162,000 litres of water – the equivalent of around 2,000 bath tubs – in the lock. 

 

This winter season the Trust is spending £43 million across the country carrying out much needed 

repairs to the 200-year-old canal network.  

 

Charlotte Wood, construction manager from the Canal & River Trust, said: “The Oxford Canal is a 

really pretty rural waterway and is really popular with boaters wanting to explore the countryside 

from the comfort of their cosy narrowboat. Anything that is used on a daily basis will eventually 

wear out and lock gates are no exception. Now these new gates are in place they should last a 

good many years before they need to be replaced.” 

 

For more information on the work of the Canal & River Trust visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: Sarah Rudy, National Press Officer on 01908 302 584 / 

07788 691 219 or email sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   
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 We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 
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