
 

Y Lanfa, Gofilon, Y Fenni, Sir Fynwy, NP7 9NY 

The Wharf, Govilon, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 9NY 

T  020 32044514  E  press.office@canalrivertrust.org.uk W www.canalrivertrust.org.uk Twitter @CanalRiverTrust 

 

Patron: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales. Glandwr Cymru is a charitable company limited by guarantee, registered in England and Wales 

with company number 7807276 and registered charity number 1146792, registered office address: First Floor North, Station House, 

500 Elder Gate, Milton Keynes  MK9 1BB 
  

 

  

 

15 December 2016 
 
HANGING AROUND - SPECIALISTS ABSEIL 70 FEET TO CARRY OUT VITAL WORK 
TO GRADE II* LISTED CHIRK AQUEDUCT   
 
Chirk Aqueduct which carries the Llangollen Canal between England and Wales is to get a facelift 
courtesy of Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust in Wales. 
 
Specialist harnessed contractors will carry out vital maintenance work to remove unwanted 
vegetation which has taken root in crevices of the Grade II* listed aqueduct.  Using trowels and 
other hand tools, they will dig out ivy, moss, weeds and even young saplings which, if left 
unchecked, could damage masonry on the impressive 200-year-old structure. 
 
The work is part of a wider Canal & River Trust project to protect heritage structures along the 
Llangollen and Montgomery canals this winter, including the magnificent Pontcysllte and Chirk 
aqueducts.  
 
Constructed by famous canal engineer Thomas Telford between 1796 and 1801, Chirk Aqueduct is 
a masterpiece of civil engineering. Measuring 70-foot (21 m) high and 710-foot (220 m) long the 
aqueduct carries the Llangollen Canal across the Ceiriog Valley near Chirk, on the England-Wales 
border, spanning the two countries. The aqueduct consists of ten arches, each with a span of 40 
feet (12 m). The water level is 65 feet (20 m) above the ground and 70 feet (21 m) above the River 
Ceiriog. 
 
Steve Hinton, contracts supervisor at the Canal & River Trust, said: “This is a rare opportunity to 
see people abseiling over this breathtaking structure to remove overgrown vegetation which has 
built up over several years.   
 
“The work we are doing here will help to safeguard these unique, heritage structures for 
generations to come.” 
 
Ends 
 
Notes to editors  
 
For more information please contact Helen Hall, press officer with Glandŵr Cymru (Canal & River 

Trust) on 077177 60284 or email: helen.hall@canalrivertrust.org.uk. 

 
Glandŵr Cymru, the Canal & River Trust in Wales, cares for Wales’ historic canals, made up of the 
Swansea, Llangollen, Montgomery and Monmouthshire & Brecon Canals.  Our canals are a haven 
for people and wildlife and a national treasure.  Built over 200 years ago as part of the world’s first 
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industrial revolution, the waterways continue to play an important part in the life of Wales today, 
making an annual contribution of £34m and supporting 800 jobs in local businesses. 

Canal & River Trust cares for 2,000 miles of canals, rivers and docks across England and Wales.  
It is our job to care for this wonderful legacy – holding it in trust in perpetuity and giving people a 
greater role in the running of their local waterways. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk 
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