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PEOPLE INVITED TO FIND OUT MORE AS PROJECT TO IMPROVE THE 

POCKLINGTON CANAL GETS UNDERWAY 
 

Local people are being invited to hear about exciting plans to improve important wildlife habitats 

and historic features on one of Britain’s most picturesque canals at a special event taking place on 

17 November. 

 

The event, being held at Melbourne Village Hall, is a chance to understand the improvements that 

are set to be made to the Pocklington Canal as part of a three year project funded by the Heritage 

Lottery Fund (HLF).  

 

The drop-in event which will include refreshments, activities for children and the option of a guided 

walk, will form the official launch of the Gem in the Landscape project which aims to: 

 

 Repair and repoint historic brickwork on the Grade II Listed Church Bridge 

 Sympathetically restore swing bridge number 7, near Melbourne, back to a more traditional 

design 

 Use works as an opportunity to train volunteers in important heritage skills such as working 

with lime mortar 

 Dredge sections of the canal and cut back overgrowing reeds and trees to ensure they 

don’t overwhelm the rare aquatic plant species that make the canal a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

 Hold community events, walks and talks, educational opportunities and even a festival to 

mark the canal’s 200 year anniversary in 2018 

 

Volunteers will play a key role in the project and the event at Melbourne will also give people a 

flavour of the ways in which they can get involved and learn new skills.  

 

A project officer, Lizzie Dealey, has recently been appointed to oversee the initiative which secured 

£496,600 from National Lottery players in March. The project has been developed by a steering 

group of the Canal & River Trust, Natural England, the Pocklington Canal Amenity Society and the 

East & North Yorkshire Waterways Partnership.  

 

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CanalRiverTrust
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Lizzie Dealey, project officer for the Canal & River Trust, said; “I’m really excited to get started, the 

Pocklington Canal is a real local gem and this project is all about protecting and improving the 

things that make it so special.  

 

“While much of the focus is on the canal’s amazing and beautiful feats of engineering and the 

nationally significant wildlife habitats, one of the most exciting elements will be engaging with local 

people and encouraging them to celebrate all that’s great about their local canal.  

 

“The project will provide lots of opportunities for people to learn new skills. Whether it’s through 

helping our education team show the next generation the history and wildlife of the canal, 

uncovering hidden secrets from the canal’s past or taking part in practical restoration and habitat 

works, there will be lots for everyone.  

 

“I would encourage anyone with even a passing interest in the canal to come along on the 17th and 

find out more about our plans and how they can get involved.”  

 

The Pocklington Canal, runs for 9.5 miles between Canal Head, near Pocklington, to the River 

Derwent in East Cottingwith. It was built in the 19th Century to transport coal, lime, fertiliser and 

industrial goods to Pocklington, and agricultural produce out to Hull and the fast-growing towns of 

West Yorkshire. During the middle part of the last century the canal fell into disuse and became 

unnavigable.  

 

The Pocklington Canal Amenity Society helped to gradually restore the section from the River 

Derwent to the Melbourne Arm and, in a separate project to Gem in the Landscape, continues to 

work on an ambitious restoration programme which will see the section of canal between 

Melbourne and Bielby Arm restored by 2018. 

 

The event on 17 November is being held between 2.30pm and 6.30pm at Melbourne Village Hall 

(YO42 4QJ). Before the event starts, there is an opportunity to join Judy Jones, Heritage Advisor 

for the Canal & River Trust, for a one and a half hour guided walk. This walk will start at 2pm at the 

village hall and will visit Church Bridge and Thornton Lock. The walk is free, but booking is 

advisable as places are limited. To book a place on the walk or for more information about the 

drop-in event please email lizzie.dealey@canalrivertrust.org.uk.   

 

 

ENDS 

 

For further media requests please contact: 

Stephen Hardy, communications manager, Canal & River Trust 

t 01636 675703 m 07920 077190 e stephen.hardy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

Notes to editors: 

 
The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and Wales, 
caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, archives, and 
hundreds of important wildlife sites. We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and 
our role is to make sure there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of 

mailto:lizzie.dealey@canalrivertrust.org.uk
mailto:stephen.hardy@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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everyday life, stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. www.canalrivertrust.org.uk / 
@CanalRiverTrust / @crtcomms 
 
The East & North Yorkshire Waterways Partnership was established in 2011 with funding from the Coast, 
Wolds, Wetlands, Waterways LEADER programme.  Using a ‘bottom up’ approach, the partnership 
encourages public, private, community and voluntary groups to work together and ensure that our inland 
waterways are integral to local economic, environmental and social regeneration. 
www.waterwayspartnership.co.uk 

Established in 2006, Natural England is the government’s independent adviser on the natural environment. 
Our work is focused on enhancing England’s wildlife and landscapes and maximising the benefits they bring 
to the public.  For further information see our website. 

The Pocklington Canal Amenity Society was formed in 1969 to restore and protect the canal which had 
been derelict since the 1930s.  One of its main aims is to reopen the canal for navigation.  PCAS works 
closely with the Canal & River Trust and other organisations to promote the canal for the local community to 
enjoy its heritage and wildlife. www.pocklingtoncanalsociety.org 

Heritage Lottery Fund - Thanks to National Lottery players, we invest money to help people across the UK 
explore, enjoy and protect the heritage they care about - from the archaeology under our feet to the historic 
parks and buildings we love, from precious memories and collections to rare wildlife. www.hlf.org.uk 
@heritagelottery @HLFYandH 

 

http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/
file:///C:/Users/VickyW/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/F5T0LPB8/www.waterwayspartnership.co.uk
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/
http://www.pocklingtoncanalsociety.org/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/

