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PRESS RELEASE

27 October 2016 

 

 

The charity, Canal & River Trust, is urging people in Birmingham to vote for a project to create a 

new wildlife park in the centre of the city,  as part of the Tesco’s ‘Bags for Help’ campaign. 

 

The scheme, which is run by Tesco and environmental charity Groundwork, uses the proceeds 

generated from the sale of carrier bags in stores, to create or improve green spaces in 

communities and local projects. 

 

If successful the Trust, which cares for the 2,000 miles of canals and rivers in England and Wales, 

will ‘green up’ a 1½ mile of section of canal to bring waterway wildlife to the doorstep of people 

living and working in central Birmingham. 

 

The project includes ambitions plans for a new urban orchard along the canal towpath, a ‘bee-line’ 

of nectar rich flower beds for pollinators and a series of new bird and bat boxes. 

 

Paul Wilkinson, senior ecologist from the Canal & River Trust, said: “Birmingham famously has 

more miles of canals than Venice and every one of those miles matters to us, to the wildlife that 

lives there and to the millions of people who use and enjoy the city’s waterways each year.  

Winning this vote won’t just be good for the canals, it will be good for Birmingham!” 

 

Voting begins in Tesco stores from 31 October until 13 November. Customers choose which 

project they’d like to get the top award using a token given to them at the check-out in store. The 

result are due to be announced at the end of November. 

 

For more information on the work of the Canal & River Trust visit www.canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

ENDS 

 

Voting will be taking place in the following Tesco stores: 

 

 Mailbox Birmingham Express 
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  Corporation Street Birmingham Express  

 University Express 

 Hurst Street Birmingham Express 

 Jewellery Quarter Birmingham Express 

 Bathrow Birmingham Express 

 Birmingham Colmore Express 

 Birmingham Carrs Lane Express 

 Birmingham Caxton Metro 

 Birmingham Aston Lane 

 Grand Central Express 

 

For further media requests please contact: Sarah Rudy, on 01908 302 584 / 07788 691 219 or 

email sarah.rudy@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

 

Notes to editors: 

 

The Canal & River Trust is the guardian of 2,000 miles of historic waterways across England and 

Wales, caring for the nation’s third largest collection of listed structures, as well as museums, 

archives, and hundreds of important wildlife sites.   

 

We believe that living waterways transform places and enrich lives and our role is to make sure 

there is always a place on your doorstep where you can escape the pressures of everyday life, 

stretch your legs and simply feel closer to nature. 

 

www.canalrivertrust.org.uk     @CanalRiverTrust  @crtcomms 

 

Tesco Bags for Help 

Tesco has teamed up with Groundwork on its Bags of Help initiative in hundreds of regions across 

England and Wales. The scheme will see three community groups and projects in each of these 

regions awarded grants of £12,000, £10,000 and £8,000 – all raised from the 5p bag charge. 

Bags of Help offers community groups and projects in each of Tesco’s 416 regions across the UK 

a share of revenue generated from the 5p charge levied on single-use carrier bags. The public will 

now vote in store from 31st October – 13th November on who should receive the £12,000, £10,000 

and £8,000 awards. In total, there is over £12.5 million up for grabs. 

For more information please visit: www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp 
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