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Waterways code for small unpowered boats 

Look after the waterway: 

• Keep noise to a minimum and don’t damage the vegetation or banks. 

• Take home everything that you bought with you. 

Consider others: 

• When passing anglers, unless they politely request otherwise, follow a straight 
course in single file. 

• Don’t perform speed events without permission from the waterway manager. 

Take care and stay safe: 

• Make sure your craft is suitable for the waterway you are 

using and that you are competent to use it. 

• Larger craft need deeper water and room to manoeuvre, so keep to the side of the 
channel in a place where the helmsman can see you. 

• In tunnels, you must use a forward facing bright light (such as a head torch). Travel through 
in groups of at least three. 

• You must wear a personal flotation device with attached whistle, and be water confident. 

• Locks, weirs and sluices require great care. Don’t stay on board your craft in a filling or 
emptying lock – carry it around or if it’s too heavy, use lines to keep control. 


