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Boat Licence Terms and Conditions – Post Feedback Changes – 

Explanatory Note 

Following feedback received from a number of boating organisations, we have made some further 
changes to the revised terms and conditions, which are explained below.  We have also included an 
explanation of provisions that were questioned where we have decided to retain the proposed change. 

What We Have Changed 

Definition of Home Mooring 

We have removed the wording “throughout the period of the Licence” in clause 1.5 as we understand that 
some interpreted this as meaning that boaters could not change or give up their home mooring during the 
licence period. A boater can change or give up their home mooring and we have therefore amended this 
definition to avoid any confusion. 

This revised definition still makes it clear that the home mooring must be available for the Boat to be 
reasonably kept and lawfully left when not being used for cruising.  We have also restored the words from 
the current terms and conditions requesting that we are notified if the home mooring is given up during 
the Licence period at clause 3.4. 

Joint and Several Liability 

We have clarified clause 1.10 and Schedule 4 to make it clear that where there are two persons named on 
the licence then their liability for complying with the terms and conditions will be joint and several - in 
other words, either one of can be held fully responsible.  

Recovery of Reasonable Costs 

We have made it clear that the Trust would only seek to recover “reasonable” costs we incur as a result of 
a failure to comply with our terms and conditions. 

Notice for Accessing Boats 

We have limited the circumstances in clause 7.7 where we do not have to give notice before accessing a 
boat in order to check compliance with our terms and conditions or to gain access an adjacent boat to 
circumstances  where it is not practical to do so (rather than where it is not practical or “appropriate” to 
do so). 

Data Protection 

We have removed the provision in clause 7.9 that would have allowed us to confirm to any third parties 
whether a particular boat was appropriately licensed and whether we were taking enforcement 
proceedings in respect of that boat. 

We have also amended clause 7.10 to limit the exchange of information relating to a boater or a particular 
boat where there has been a failure to comply with our terms and conditions so that now we will only 
exchange information with third parties who are assisting us in managing the situation or organisations 
with a legitimate interest or duty in exchanging such information. 

Varying Terms 

We have removed clause 10 which would have permitted us to vary the terms and conditions during the 
licence period. 
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What We Have Not Changed 

Cruising Away from a Home Mooring 

A further issue that was raised in recent feedback was the clarification in clause 3 of the requirement for 
boats with a home mooring to cruise when away from their home mooring. 

The previous version of the terms and condition already defined a home mooring as somewhere a boat 
can reasonably be kept and may lawfully be left when not being used for “cruising”. This requirement to 
cruise is therefore not new and the amendment to the terms and conditions has only been made to make 
this requirement much clearer.   

Read these short notes which set out what it means to “cruise” on the waterway when your boat is away 

from its home mooring.  

We believe this is worth retaining to give additional clarity to boaters with a home mooring. 

Other Provisions 

Various other changes were requested on the basis that they were either alleged to be outside the powers 
of the Trust or claimed to be unfair, unreasonable or unnecessary.  

We have not made these other changes on the basis that we do not accept that any of the revised terms 
and conditions are outside the powers of the Trust. Section 43(3) of the Transport Act 1962 enables the 
Trust to make the use of its waterways subject to terms and conditions as we see fit. 

We are also satisfied that the other specific terms and conditions that were questioned are fully justified 
and reasonable for us to include 

 

https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/media/library/9737.pdf

