
Introducing the

Canal & River Trust
The Canal & River Trust is the new charity being set up to care for England and 
Wales’ wonderful legacy of 200-year-old waterways, holding them in trust for the 
nation forever.  The Trust will be among the UK’s biggest charities, with responsibility 
for 2,000 miles of canals, rivers, docks and reservoirs, along with museums, archives 
and the country’s third largest collection of protected historic buildings.  

The Trust will be launched in the summer of 2012, taking over responsibility from 
British Waterways and The Waterways Trust in England and Wales.

A national treasure
In an increasingly fast-paced and crowded world, our canals and rivers are a vital 
haven for people and nature. Just a few steps away from our everyday lives they give 
us a much needed space where we can escape, relax and reconnect with ourselves, 
our environment and the people who matter to us. 

Our canals and rivers are a national treasure and the Canal & River Trust will ensure 
that they are protected forever.  

Our aims
The Canal & River Trust will look after the waterways for everyone to enjoy now and in 
the future. We aim to:

breathe new life into our canals and rivers
ensure our canals and rivers are cherished by and make a difference to the 
communities they serve
help more people discover and enjoy the magic of the waterways
increase access to our canals and rivers for current and future generations
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Our structure
The Trust will give communities, organisations and individuals a greater role in the 
care of their local canals and rivers.  At every level the Trust brings together 
passionate and committed volunteers with an expert and dedicated workforce.

The Canal & River Trust’s has a governing Council of 35 
members who reflect the wide appeal of the waterways. 
Members of the first Council include a mix of nominated and 
elected individuals. While Trustees are responsible for 
determining policy and strategy, the Council will have an 
important role in helping to shape policy, raising and debating 
issues, providing guidance, perspective and a sounding board 
for Trustees.

For each of the Trust’s 11 waterway areas there is a regional 
partnership drawn from local communities. In addition an All 
Wales partnership will consider issues relating to Welsh 
waterways and a separate partnership exists for our museums 
and attractions.  Each partnership will use its expertise to play 
an important role in promoting use and ownership of its local 
waterways.

The Trustees are legally responsible for ensuring that the Trust 
works towards its Charitable Objectives. Trustees are the 
unpaid board directors of the Trust, taking collective decisions 
on policy and overarching strategy and providing oversight of 
the executive directors. 
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The executive directors manage the everyday operation of the 
Trust and they develop policy and strategy for approval by the 
Trustees and are responsible for ensuring the continuing 
success of the waterways through the management of an 
expert and committed workforce.

The Trust will be supported through a number of important 
advisory committees covering a range of different areas from 
freight and navigation to volunteering and heritage. These 
groups will provide expert advice direct to the management of 
the Trust.

Our funding
The main sources of the Trust’s funding are from a 15-year contract with government 
and income from boating, property and utilities. This funding is important for keeping 
our precious 200-year old waterways running, but it is not enough to make our canals 
and rivers truly special places for people and nature. This is why we will seek to raise 
voluntary donations from the general public, trusts and companies.  

Every penny from this fundraising will be spent directly to conserve, restore, enhance 
and educate people about the waterways.
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Our work
Our canals and rivers are today used by more people and for a wider variety of 
purposes than ever before, with over 35,000 boats and 13 million towpath visitors 
using them as an escape from the hurly burly of modern life. Once Britain’s most 
important transport system, our waterways are now a focus for economic renewal in 
the towns and cities they helped to create.

The Canal & River Trust will be the guardian of a 200-year old working heritage, a 
remarkable legacy of the Industrial Revolution, and a nationally important wildlife 
corridor.  It will be responsible for an enormous network of bridges, locks, 
embankments and reservoirs and for maintaining them for the benefit and safety of 
our millions of visitors and neighbours.

Get involved, join us
Our canals are a legacy of both the 18th century visionaries who built them, and the 
countless volunteers of the last 60 years who rescued them. The Canal & River Trust 
believes that it is vital to involve many people in its work to ensure that the waterways 
are well-used, valued and passed on to future generations.  We want to help local 
people volunteer, join in and get involved.
  
Individuals can also support our work by making cash donations to our launch appeal 
that seeks to transform local towpaths by funding a range of volunteer-led projects.  
They can also become Friends of the Canal & River Trust by committing to a regular 
monthly gift, or support their local canal and river by leaving legacies or making gifts 
in memory of a loved one. 

Find out more at www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

Canal & River Trust is a company limited by guarantee registered in 
England & Wales under number 7807276; and a charity registered 
with the Charity Commission under number 1146792
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