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WITH THANKS

The concept of th Mirfield Promenade came from adea developed by 3 members of tivirfield
Community Partnership. DianBrown of Gundwork Trust Wakefield Alan $eight of theRotary
Qub of Mirfield and HilaryBrooke a member of &al &River Trust North East RrtnershipBoard.
We are grateful for the support that the ikield Community Partnershiphas offered in terms of
advice and guidance and physical activityparticular we should than®ie Bentley, the dynamo of
a secretary of the organisation.

The programme has been wholeh&adly taken up by &nal& River Tust and their staff including
Louise Linley, Jon Horsffalonathan Hrt Woods Judy Jones, Steph Hardy, &Ane ThomsonBecca
Dent, Julie Sharmaand Heather Clarkdave all committed their time, patience and expertise to the
furtherance of the initial idea.

The MirfieldPromenade bloghas been devised, developed and frequently updated by Kate Wilson,
and she certainly deserves thanks and respect for hegaing work which has enabled us to fully
promote thePromenade.

Several organisations from both the public and private sectomdicy the Policeand Calder
Navigation Societyrave been closely involved as have many members of the public.

We thank you all

Hilary Brooke, Autumn 2013
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A NOTE FROM JON HORSFALL, WATERWAY MANAGER, CANAL
RIVER TRUST

We have many miles of beautiful inland waterway across Yorkshire, about faf these are
navigable rivers. Many beautiful sections of river and canal pass right through the centre of our
towns and cities and can bring real benefits to people and the communities that they live in.

About 18 months ago, when Canal & River Trust ws created we formed a Partnership which

represents the region. At the heart of this Partnerships thinking is an ambition to improve

access to our inland waterways for all and to allow everyone to benefit from the nature and
history that surrounds them.

The Mirfield promenade | ies at the heart of b
and also our Partnerships ambitions. The creation of around four miles of beautiful walks and
improving access to the waterways at the centre of Mirfield will only e possible by getting
involved and working as a community to help us improve a part of our locale where nature and
stories from history can be discovered in abundance. These kind of schemes bring benefit to
everyone, an improved sense of community and respsibility for those who help to shape a
destination; Ownership of our local history and heritage; a sense of belonging to something we
care about and most importantly improved access, recreation and leisure for everyone. Bringing
People Nature and History together is what Canal & River Trust is all about. The Mirfield
Promenade does exactly that

Canal &
®» <a RiverTrust

Keeping people, nature & history connected
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A NOTE FROM MARK PENNY, CHAIR NORTH EAST WATERWAY
PARTNERSHIP

The canals and rivers of Yorkshire flow through a diverse spectrum of localities, from densely
populated urban areas, regional towns and villages, through to beautiful open countryside. Our
waterways provide a fantastic backdrop for leisure be that boatingngling, walking, canoeing,
cycling, rowing, a great space for nature and places to reflect and enjoy the peace, calm and
tranquillity that blue and green infrastructure provides.

As Chair of the North East Waterways Partnership our aim is simply to makthese precious
assets better used, more accessible and more valued by the communities that surround them.
The ideas to develop over 4 miles of walking and cycling routes and for the community to come
together to transform Bdtewefemd bskaadpienfec
what we hope to achieve.

This plan has our full support and we are sure it will succeed as the Mirfield Community
Partnership work with you, local organisations and local communities, in common purpose and
a sharedbelief in the ability of green spaces and waterways to enrich lives, the local economy
and the local environment.

Canal &
®» <a RiverTrust

Keeping people, nature & history connected




EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Development Plan seeks to set out 8teategy, Priority, Policy and Finarfoe the aspirational
delivery of the Mirfield Promenade.

However, it alsoencompasses #ocal development programe which aims to demonstrate the
value of working with people to deliver real sustainable changes.

By people we mean other partner organigeis such as Yorkshire Water, the Environment agency,
Incredible Edible, canoe and fishing interests; we also mean local employers, pubs and restaurants
and retailers; we also mean organisations that exist to assist the local community such as the Rotary
Qub of Mirfield and the local health services; we also mean local people who may wish to get
involved to reduce their own isolation or to improve their town environment.

The promenade will be one continuous 4 mile path from Ravensthorpe to Cooper Biidge.\viill
be a series of managed projects covering heritage, ecology, art, health Qeird.

These individual projects will come about as and when funding, land resources and energy become
available to us over, hopefully a five year period.




HOW DIDTHIS PROGRAMME COME ABOUT?

A group of local people were discussing the need to provideute throughthe town andthe
means to providea link to leisure paths and recreation for social, economic and environmental
benefit.

The emergence of the newl§ 2 NY¥ SR /Iyl f FyR wWA@SNI ¢NHzAdG | y|R
involvement provided a real opportunity for joint Partnership working.

TheRotaryClub of Mirfield is a keen activist in the quality of the environment in Mirfi@dund
Work Trust offers shis, resources and guidance to initiatives which work in Partnerships to enhance
and sustain the environment for and with local people.

In times of such economic restraint it can be difficult to obtain direct financial resources. However,
we believe thathaving a detailed plan for change and the involvement of so many active individuals
and organisationg we can deliver a much needed resource for Mirfield.




MORE ABOUT OUR GROUP

We think that Mirfield is a great place to live, to work and to take leiguaed we want to improve

on the environment and facilities available to local people and visitors alike. The course of the river
and canal that runs through our town offer opportunities to do just that. This green corridor allows
usto enjoy our leisureto encourage more wildlife; to provide access to work plagésis a great
escape from the stress and strain of everyday life.

OUR VI®Nisto provide and care foa treasure for the future. We will do this by working with local
people and nationabodies alike.

OUR PRIOITIES ARE

1 To ensure that the waterways tbughout Mirfield are accessible asdfe for all.

9 To establish a group of guardians who will provide sustainability once our initial programme
is in place including our heritage and ecology.

1 To encourage more people to use and enjoy the waterways of Mirfield.

1 To earn financial support for our programme.

1 To work with a variety of people and organisations to develop and deliver a series of
interconnected projects.

1 To increase wildlife habitats.

WE WILL MEASURE our achievemams.will evaluate success and failure and we will learn from
this. Our work will become a tool for use by other groups embarking on similar visions.




Lucy Dockray Volunteering Leader, CanRiger Trust and MikEretwell Calder Navigation Society
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GROUNDWORWAKEFIELD
SUPPORTS THE
MIRFIELD PROMENADEVELOPMENTAN

The concept of a routeway along the Mirfieddnal and river system with a series of environmental
improvements along it is one that Groundwork wholeheartedly endorses. The initiative is a great
example of the way different organisations can work together with local volunteers to achieve a
really significant regeneration project.

The nature of the waterway corridor is that there are many owners, legal rights, interest groups,
statutory obligations and individual users. The group of skills and resources required to successfully
implement the impovements are equally diverse and the group is bringing together these skills in an
impressively effective way.

The project has grown out of committed volunteers working together as the Mirfield Community
Partnership and has brought in other local voluntgeoups and charities such as the Rotary ©fub
Mirfield and the various water related groups. They have sourced help both from ourselves,
Groundwork Wakefield, the Canals and Rivers Trust and Kirklees Council, gaining access to advice
and professionallslis to help develop the initiative. The concept of phasing the project is something
that Groundwork endorses as a suitable way to develop
é‘ resources and support so that the improvements are
Q sustainable. The idea of encouraging different groups to
§ help t look after different stretches is a fantastic idea and
Q one which should be viable in this heavily populated and
§ busy corridor.
% Once complete, the project will create a complete walking
CHANGING PLACES route along the towpaths and river paths and greatly
CHANGING LIVES improve a numbepf the areas adjacent to the path, many
of which have degraded over recent years. The ideas for
improving the environment with artwork, edible fruits and herbs and historical interpretation,
alongside the practical provisions for the different user grguare something Groundwork fully
supports. The route has much to offer walkers and river users and will attract people to significant
stretches of the river and canal side that are currently underutilised, hidden away or partially
inaccessible. The ae of the route that are currently well used are in need of improvement and

regeneration to ensure they remain a positive experience for those gaining recreation and exercise
along the route.

These initiatives will ensure the success of the project in ithaill attract a wide range people and
positive activities.

Groundwork Wakefield has been delighted and committed to contributing to the development
phase of the project and has donated significant staff time to supporting the local group, especially
in the area of producing designs, drawings and lending expertise. We look forward to working on
the project with the Mirfield Community Partnership and other partners for years to come in order
to realise the excellent vision of the Mirfield Promenade Ribje
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THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE WATERWAYS IN MIRFIELD

- W A

oL ForiYiag S

With thanks to Kirklees Archives
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MIRFIELPROMENADE HERITAGE

To the East of Batgjord Island and progressing westward along the waterway from Cooper Bridge
there are a number of interesting historic buildings and smaller assets.

Cooper Bridge Floodgate is Grade 2 listed, dating frontetleeC18th and being constructed of

massive stone retining walls with rusticated copingBowards the weirthis section of waterway is
AONBSYSR o0& GNBSaz (GKS FT2NX¥SNJ YIylF3aSNNRa K2dzaS:3
be glimpsed through the greenery.

Cooper Bridge Lock and Footbridge als Grade 2 listed again dating from theel C18th.
Sceened by mature treeshe view opens out as the cut joins to the River Calder.

¢KS O02YLX SE 2F (GKS t201 1SSLISNDa K2dzasS I yR Kdzi

Hebble Navigatioand the River Calder and dates from the same period. At this poénturnover
bridge straddleshe River Calder.

On this section, historic features such as distance markers and timber bollards are still evident,
though overgrown and at risk of beingsto ‘

Battyeford Cut looks onto open fields to the south. The boat club and mooring at the east end of the
cut add colour and atmosphere. Timber mooring bollards are still in ewdence and are characteristic
of this waterway.
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Here, Battgford Island sits between the cut and the River.
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In the map of 1893, the island is clearly shown, with Bsitiyd weir to the eastern end and a ferry
crossing the River.
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The map of 1907 shows the bridge now crossing the River, and both maps clearly shbstantial

group of buildings at the eastern end of the island, though there is no annotation to suggest their
use.

To the EasBattyeford Lock dates from tHate C18th though is unlisted due to later concrete
repairs.

Ledgard Flood Lock, Mirfield st Grade 2 listed. Constructed as tBanal flood lock at junction
with River Calder it dates from c1746 engineer John Smeaton.

Details such as rope marks at Ledgard Bridge are reminders of the days of horse powered boats.

15




