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WITH THANKS 

 

The concept of the Mirfield Promenade came from an idea developed by 3 members of the Mirfield 

Community Partnership. Diana Brown of Groundwork Trust Wakefield, Alan Speight of the Rotary 

Club of Mirfield and Hilary Brooke a member of Canal & River Trust North East Partnership Board. 

We are grateful for the support that the Mirfield Community Partnership has offered in terms of 

advice and guidance and physical activity; in particular we should thank Sue Bentley, the dynamo of 

a secretary of the organisation.  

The programme has been wholeheartedly taken up by Canal & River Trust and their staff including 

Louise Linley, Jon Horsfall, Jonathan Hart Woods, Judy Jones, Stephen Hardy, Jane Thomson, Becca 

Dent, Julie Sharman and Heather Clarke have all committed their time, patience and expertise to the 

furtherance of the initial idea. 

The Mirfield Promenade blog has been devised, developed and frequently updated by Kate Wilson, 

and she certainly deserves thanks and respect for her on-going work which has enabled us to fully 

promote the Promenade.  

Several organisations from both the public and private sector including the Police and Calder 

Navigation Society, have been closely involved as have many members of the public.  

We thank you all 

Hilary Brooke, Autumn 2013 

                             

Rotary Club of Mirfield 

MIRFIELD COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP 
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A NOTE FROM JON HORSFALL, WATERWAY MANAGER, CANAL & 

RIVER TRUST 

 

We have many miles of beautiful inland waterway across Yorkshire, about half of these are 

navigable rivers. Many beautiful sections of river and canal pass right through the centre of our 

towns and cities and can bring real benefits to people and the communities that they live in.  

About 18 months ago, when Canal & River Trust was created we formed a Partnership which 

represents the region. At the heart of this Partnerships thinking is an ambition to improve 

access to our inland waterways for all and to allow everyone to benefit from the nature and 

history that surrounds them.  

The Mirfield promenade lies at the heart of both Canal & River Trustõs charitable objectives 

and also our Partnerships ambitions. The creation of around four miles of beautiful walks and 

improving access to the waterways at the centre of Mirfield will only be possible by getting 

involved and working as a community to help us improve a part of our locale where nature and 

stories from history can be discovered in abundance. These kind of schemes bring benefit to 

everyone, an improved sense of community and responsibility for those who help to shape a 

destination; Ownership of our local history and heritage; a sense of belonging to something we 

care about and most importantly improved access, recreation and leisure for everyone. Bringing 

People Nature and History together is what Canal & River Trust is all about. The Mirfield 

Promenade does exactly that. 
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CALDER NAVIGATION SOCIETY  

Supporting the programme 
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A NOTE FROM MARK PENNY, CHAIR NORTH EAST WATERWAY 

PARTNERSHIP 

 

The canals and rivers of Yorkshire flow through a diverse spectrum of localities, from densely 

populated urban areas, regional towns and villages, through to beautiful open countryside. Our 

waterways provide a fantastic backdrop for leisure be that boating, angling, walking, canoeing, 

cycling, rowing, a great space for nature and places to reflect and enjoy the peace, calm and 

tranquillity that blue and green infrastructure provides.  

As Chair of the North East Waterways Partnership our aim is simply to make these precious 

assets better used, more accessible and more valued by the communities that surround them. 

The ideas to develop over 4 miles of walking and cycling routes and for the community to come 

together to transform Battyeford Island into a new ôhidden gemõ are a perfect demonstration of 

what we hope to achieve. 

This plan has our full support and we are sure it will succeed as the Mirfield Community 

Partnership work with you, local organisations and local communities, in common purpose and 

a shared belief in the ability of green spaces and waterways to enrich lives, the local economy 

and the local environment. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

This Development Plan seeks to set out the Strategy, Priority, Policy and Finance for the aspirational 

delivery of the Mirfield Promenade.   

However, it also encompasses a local development programme which aims to demonstrate the 

value of working with people to deliver real sustainable changes. 

By people we mean other partner organisations such as Yorkshire Water, the Environment agency, 

Incredible Edible, canoe and fishing interests; we also mean local employers, pubs and restaurants 

and retailers; we also mean organisations that exist to assist the local community such as the Rotary 

Club of Mirfield and the local health services; we also mean local people who may wish to get 

involved to reduce their own isolation or to improve their town environment. 

The promenade will be one continuous 4 mile path from Ravensthorpe to Cooper Bridge. There will 

be a series of managed projects covering heritage, ecology, art, health & well-being.  

These individual projects will come about as and when funding, land resources and energy become 

available to us over, hopefully a five year period.  
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HOW DID THIS PROGRAMME COME ABOUT? 

 

A group of local people were discussing the need to provide a route through the town and the 

means to provide a link to leisure paths and recreation for social, economic and environmental 

benefit. 

The emergence of the newly ŦƻǊƳŜŘ /ŀƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ wƛǾŜǊ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎΩ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

involvement provided a real opportunity for joint Partnership working. 

The Rotary Club of Mirfield is a keen activist in the quality of the environment in Mirfield, Ground 

Work Trust offers skills, resources and guidance to initiatives which work in Partnerships to enhance 

and sustain the environment for and with local people. 

In times of such economic restraint it can be difficult to obtain direct financial resources.  However, 

we believe that having a detailed plan for change and the involvement of so many active individuals 

and organisations ς we can deliver a much needed resource for Mirfield. 
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MORE ABOUT OUR GROUP 

 

We think that Mirfield is a great place to live, to work and to take leisure ς and we want to improve 

on the environment and facilities available to local people and visitors alike.  The course of the river 

and canal that runs through our town offer opportunities to do just that.  This green corridor allows 

us to enjoy our leisure; to encourage more wildlife; to provide access to work places ς it is a great 

escape from the stress and strain of everyday life. 

 

OUR VISION is to provide and care for a treasure for the future.  We will do this by working with local 

people and national bodies alike. 

 

OUR PRIOITIES ARE  

¶ To ensure that the waterways throughout Mirfield are accessible and safe for all. 

¶ To establish a group of guardians who will provide sustainability once our initial programme 

is in place including our heritage and ecology. 

¶ To encourage more people to use and enjoy the waterways of Mirfield. 

¶ To earn financial support for our programme. 

¶ To work with a variety of people and organisations to develop and deliver a series of 

interconnected projects. 

¶ To increase wildlife habitats. 

 

WE WILL MEASURE our achievements.  We will evaluate success and failure and we will learn from 

this.  Our work will become a tool for use by other groups embarking on similar visions.  
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Lucy Dockray Volunteering Leader, Canal & River Trust and Mike Fretwell, Calder Navigation Society 
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GROUNDWORK WAKEFIELD 
SUPPORTS THE 

MIRFIELD PROMENADE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 

The concept of a routeway along the Mirfield canal and river system with a series of environmental 

improvements along it is one that Groundwork wholeheartedly endorses.   The initiative is a great 

example of the way different organisations can work together with local volunteers to achieve a 

really significant regeneration project.    

The nature of the waterway corridor is that there are many owners, legal rights, interest groups, 

statutory obligations and individual users.  The group of skills and resources required to successfully 

implement the improvements are equally diverse and the group is bringing together these skills in an 

impressively effective way. 

The project has grown out of committed volunteers working together as the Mirfield Community 

Partnership and has brought in other local volunteer groups and charities such as the Rotary Club of 

Mirfield and the various water related groups. They have sourced help both from ourselves, 

Groundwork Wakefield, the Canals and Rivers Trust and Kirklees Council, gaining access to advice 

and professional skills to help develop the initiative.  The concept of phasing the project is something 

that Groundwork endorses as a suitable way to develop 

resources and support so that the improvements are 

sustainable.  The idea of encouraging different groups to 

help to look after different stretches is a fantastic idea and 

one which should be viable in this heavily populated and 

busy corridor. 

Once complete, the project will create a complete walking 

route along the towpaths and river paths and greatly 

improve a number of the areas adjacent to the path, many 

of which have degraded over recent years.   The ideas for 

improving the environment with artwork, edible fruits and herbs and historical interpretation, 

alongside the practical provisions for the different user groups, are something Groundwork fully 

supports.  The route has much to offer walkers and river users and will attract people to significant 

stretches of the river and canal side that are currently underutilised, hidden away or partially 

inaccessible.  The areas of the route that are currently well used are in need of improvement and 

regeneration to ensure they remain a positive experience for those gaining recreation and exercise 

along the route.  

These initiatives will ensure the success of the project in that it will attract a wide range people and 

positive activities. 

Groundwork Wakefield has been delighted and committed to contributing to the development 

phase of the project and has donated significant staff time to supporting the local group, especially 

in the area of producing designs, drawings and lending expertise.  We look forward to working on 

the project with the Mirfield Community Partnership and other partners for years to come in order 

to realise the excellent vision of the Mirfield Promenade Project. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5TfFwQyH_UHQMM&tbnid=OMFMNjv9q8rlwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.thornesparknursery.co.uk/about/groundwork-wakefield/&ei=3mFBUpqUA5DLswaCyoHQCw&bvm=bv.52434380,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGOLf0kkgPzt5tfY-Gg8AjBscsIkQ&ust=1380102943742120
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THE SOCIAL HISTORY OF THE WATERWAYS IN MIRFIELD 

 

 

 

 

 

With thanks to Kirklees Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13  

MIRFIELD PROMENADE ς HERITAGE 

 

To the East of Battyeford Island and progressing westward along the waterway from Cooper Bridge 

there are a number of interesting historic buildings and smaller assets. 

Cooper Bridge Floodgate is Grade 2 listed, dating from the late C18th and being constructed of 

massive stone retaining walls with rusticated copings. Towards the weir, this section of waterway is 

ǎŎǊŜŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘǊŜŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ [ƛƭŀŎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ bŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΣ Ŏŀƴ 

be glimpsed through the greenery.  

Cooper Bridge Lock and Footbridge are also Grade 2 listed again dating from the late C18th. 

Screened by mature trees, the view opens out as the cut joins to the River Calder.  

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪ ƪŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙǳǘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Hebble Navigation and the River Calder and dates from the same period. At this point the turnover 

bridge straddles the River Calder. 

On this section, historic features such as distance markers and timber bollards are still evident, 

though overgrown and at risk of being lost.  

 

  

 

  

 

Battyeford Cut looks onto open fields to the south. The boat club and mooring at the east end of the 

cut add colour and atmosphere. Timber mooring bollards are still in evidence, and are characteristic 

of this waterway.  
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Here, Battyeford Island sits between the cut and the River. 

 

 

 

 

In the map of 1893, the island is clearly shown, with Battyeford weir to the eastern end and a ferry 

crossing the River. 
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The map of 1907 shows the bridge now crossing the River, and both maps clearly show a substantial 

group of buildings at the eastern end of the island, though there is no annotation to suggest their 

use. 

To the East Battyeford Lock dates from the late C18th though is unlisted due to later concrete 

repairs.  

Ledgard Flood Lock, Mirfield Cut is Grade 2 listed. Constructed as the Canal flood lock at junction 

with River Calder it dates from c1776, its engineer John Smeaton.  

  

Details such as rope marks at Ledgard Bridge are reminders of the days of horse powered boats. 

 


