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Using this book
This book was created by children from Year 5 at The Priory Primary School, 
Wednesbury as part of a wider project to celebrate 250 years of the  
Birmingham Canal Navigations (BCN). They investigated the Tame Valley Canal,  
the part of the BCN closest to their school. 

The book can be used as a story to introduce children to the complex network  
of canals in Birmingham and the Black Country. You can download the  
Birmingham Canal Navigations Fact File and a Just Write literacy resource  
from our website: canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers

If you’re a teacher and would like to organise a canal visit, or for one of our Explorers 
education volunteers to read The Day Aliens Came to the Tame Valley Canal with 
your class, go to: canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers 
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A group of aliens circling the Earth in their 
spaceship land near the Tame Valley Canal.

They are confused. What is this strange  
strip of water? And where does it go? 

Fortunately, Class 5 of the nearby  
Priory Primary School are on hand  
to help them find out the answers.
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One day, a crowd of aliens and their cat 
are circling earth in their spaceships, 
wondering where to land …

Wow! That ’ s 
 the water and grass 
p lanet ca l l ed Earth

It ’ s b l ue so  
there must be lots  
of water there
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I can see mountains
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The aliens spot the Tame Valley 
Canal out of their spaceship.

What is  
that b l ue  
stream?

We can look  
around because it 
looks fasc inat ing
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I ’m not sure  
about that - it looks 

dangerous . You never know 
what ’ s l u rk ing there

I ’m sure it wi l l be f ine .  
We haven ’ t v i s i ted a new 

p lanet in a wh i l e
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The aliens spot Class 5.

Look there are 
s i gns of l i fe

They look fr i end l y

What is go ing 
on? I want 
to go home

Maybe they are 
HUMANS!

IMPOSSIBLE!
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HEY! IT’S NOT 
IMPOSSIBLE
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Class 5 look at the aliens 
and the spaceship and ask, 
‘What’s happening?’

Are they aliens? 
What are they  
doing here?

Some of  
them are as 

green as grass
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Will you eat us?

Maybe .  
Depend ing on  
our mood
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Class 5 explain that they are on a class visit 
to the Tame Valley Canal near their school.

Can we jo in you?
Of course!
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Meow!
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Class 5 explain what a canal is to the aliens.

A canal is manmade.  
The people that made canals 

were called navvies



Navvies didn’t have 
any machinery. They 

only had spades How strange !
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Class 5, the aliens and the cat walk 
along the towpath and spot a bridge.

What a 
strange th ing
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It’s an aqueduct

The alien can see  
a train going under the 
canal and boats going 

over the top
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They continue along the towpath 
and notice all sort of plants and 
animals living there.

What are these 
unusua l th ings?

They are plants

BULRUSHES
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FROG SPAWN

DAFFODIL

HOLLY 
LEAF

SNAILS
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A narrowboat appears in the distance.  
The aliens are frightened. They have 
never seen a boat before. 
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The children explain that boats were 
used for carrying goods especially coal.

Boats brought coal  
to the General Electricity 
Company. The canal isn’t 

busy today because  
trains took over
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Suddenly, the aliens say, ‘Let’s go for a swim!’ 
and try to jump in. 
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No!!! ! Don’t do it! You are being 
very silly!

The canal is 
very deep

Class 5 are shocked! They explain why it is 
not a good idea to swim in the canal.

Be SAFE near water

Stay Away From the Edge
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The aliens look ashamed. They want to 
make up for their bad behaviour.

Look! One alien has 
turned bright pink with 

embarrassment

This one has 
turned into  

a blob



23

That one  
is hiding in  

a bush

Sorry ! We ’ l l  
make up for our 
bad behav iou r
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As Class 5, the aliens and the cat walk 
along the towpath they come across  
a pile of rubbish.

Look at a l l the  
cans , bott l e s p last ic 
bags , sweet wrappers 
and lo l l y st icks

We ’ l l eat the rub b i s h
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There’s a  
frog trapped 
in a bottle

The frog looks 
very fr i ghtened

I ’ l l put these  
o ld g loves on 
and re l ease it
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The school trip comes to an end and 
Class 5 line up to be counted.

Look at those 
dark clouds

Wow! Did you 
see that bolt of 
lightning hit the 

ground?
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What’s that?

It ’ s our 
interga lact ic ice 

cream van !

Every body gets an ice  
cream inc l ud ing a l l us a l i ens 

and the cat !
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The aliens’ spaceships appear out of the sky.
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Th is has been 
the best day 

EVER!

See you soon !

We have  
loved be ing on 
P lanet Earth !

We ’ v e LOVED 
learn ing about 
the cana l
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We hope that you enjoy reading our story. Now go 
to the Canal & River Trust – Explorers website to find 
the Birmingham Canal Navigations Fact File!

Email: explorers@canalrivertrust.org.uk
Web: canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers
Twitter: @CRTExplorers
Facebook: Canal & River Trust – Explorers
Charity number: 1146792


