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Our learning programmes

Teacher Visit Information

All the resources, lesson plans and activities on offer through ‘Canal & River Trust – 
Explorers’ are developed in partnership with teachers and education consultants. This 
means that they are very closely linked to the National Curriculum and can be 
easily updated to comply with any curriculum changes. Learning materials 
and activities are evaluated throughout the academic year using teacher 
and pupil evaluation methods. This information is then used to continually 
improve the quality of resources and standard of provision. We incorporate 
health and wellbeing outcomes into our learning activities to maximise the 
benefits of a visit for pupils. All activities include outdoor elements.

Our volunteers

Educational visits are run by the learning and skills 
volunteer team which is managed and supported by the 
Learning and Skills Coordinator. 

Recruitment of volunteers is targeted; volunteers are 
interviewed, must provide two references and are 
required to have an enhanced DBS check. They also 
undertake health and safety training specific to the 
museum site, safeguarding training and specific training 
around leading educational activities. Volunteers are 
closely monitored by the Learning & Skills Coordinator and their training is recorded 
through our volunteer database. The quality of delivery is monitored through the 
evaluation forms that are provided to every teacher and group leader visiting the 
museum, as well as to all teachers who book outreach activities.    

Our volunteers take responsibility for safely delivering activities with your group. They 
are responsible for decisions around weather conditions and will adapt your itinerary 
or activities as necessary. 

We expect you to take responsibility for appropriate adult to child ratios (we 
recommend 1:6 for KS1 and 1:8 for KS2), first aid, managing the group and their 
behaviour as well as ensuring children are dressed appropriately.  
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Teacher Visit Information

Special educational needs
Our team regularly adapt activities and itineraries to suit pupils with SEND & EAL. 
Our learning space on board Sabrina 5 is available for your exclusive use for 
the duration of your visit and can be used as a quiet place. When taking part 
in activities around the museum there is a quiet area on 
level two. We can also supply detailed information and 
photographs to help your pupils understand and become 
familiar with their trip before they arrive.

Special educational needs learning 
programme

1. An outreach visit to your school (Free of charge)

One of our experienced learning team will bring an activity kit to your school and run an 
activity all about boats for up to 12 children at one time. The activity includes a mystery 
object game, sound experiments and a story.

2. A visit to the museum (museum admission applies)

You can spend a morning, afternoon or full day at the museum. We will deliver a 
specially designed workshop all about Gloucester Docks. 
Children will use feely bags, an i-spy activity, story and an art activity to learn about the 
history of Gloucester Docks.

3. Take a loan activity kit back to school with activities 
you can deliver in the classroom (free of charge)

These activities are all about life on board a narrow 
boat. They include making a full-size narrow boat 
cabin, mystery objects and a story. 



3

Teacher Visit Information

KS1 workshops

Build a Canal 
This workshop introduces children to why and how the Gloucester & 
Sharpness Canal was built. They learn about what was transported and to 
where, as well as why this was important. We use sand boxes so that children 
can build a canal scene as they are learning. We can adapt this activity to 
specifically fit your topic or curriculum areas. For example, we can incorporate 
rivers or look at settlements over time. 40mins

Floating & Sinking 
This workshop introduces children to concepts such as up thrust, gravity and water 
resistance. We use water trays, plasticine and weights to investigate how and 
why things float, as well as how to load a boat without sinking it! Children work in 
small groups to maximise engagement. For more advanced learners we can also 
incorporate displacement. 45mins

KS2 workshops

Canal Maintenance
This practical and interactive workshop investigates how canals are eroded and how 
we can protect them; taking into consideration environment and volume of traffic. 
We also conduct an experiment to demonstrate how we monitor and maintain water 
quality using PH testing. Children work in small groups to maximise engagement. 
45 mins

Canal Cranes
This workshop involves understanding 
what a crane is and how it works, as 
well as why we use cranes on canals. 
Children build a crane and experiment 
with different sized gears to lift a 
weight. They also learn about gear 
ratios and how to calculate them. 
45 mins         

Book a volunteer-led activity
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Teacher Visit Information

All these activities are free of charge

Exploring the museum in small groups is an exciting element of a visit for children. 
They are free to explore areas of the museum they won’t see during their volunteer-led 
activities. We provide bookable resources (described below) as 
well as interactive exhibits throughout the museum to help you 
make the most of this part of your day.

 

EYFS/KS1 Wildlife Trail:

The museum wildlife trail focuses on animals that live in and 
around our canals and rivers. Children search for the animals 
hidden around the galleries. They finish their trail at our wildlife 
activity table, where they can discover some of the habitats 
for themselves as well as role playing as different animals. 
40mins

KS2 Folding Detective Trail:

Children can make up this STEM trail into a booklet. The trail 
takes them around all the galleries and sets them a variety of 
challenges linked to the most relevant stories and exhibitions 
in the museum. 40mins

KS2 Docks Trail:

This trail takes you out around the docks. Children spot landmarks and discover facts 
and stories that help them understand how the docks were used in the past. 1hr

Book resources to use with your class
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10am - Arrive at the museum

Your coach driver will be able to drop you 

close to the museum.
You will have the opportunity to use the 

toilets on arrival. These are in the museum 

entrance.

10.10am - Volunteer-led activity/s

Half the class will do a workshop while half do a museum trail

11am - Volunteer-led activity/s

Half the class will do a workshop while half do a museum trail

12pm - Lunch time

Summer boat trip, winter in learning space.

1pm - Explore the museum in smaller groups

An opportunity for you to explore the museum in small 

groups or complete the docks trail.

Most schools depart between 2pm and 2:30pm, however 

the museum is open until 4pm in the winter and 5pm in the 

summer if you would like to stay longer.

Teacher Visit Information

Based on a class of 30 pupils

Example visit itinerary
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10am - Arrive at the museum
Your coach driver will be able to drop you close 
to the museum. You will have the opportunity 
to use the toilets on arrival. These are in the 
museum entrance. Please ensure that you have 
split your group into three for the day’s activities.

10.10am - Activity time
Each group of three will take part in one of the following activities and rotate throughout the day to take part in each one. Workshop activity / Time to explore the museum / Object Handling or Docks Trail.

11am - Activity time
Groups rotate to their next activity. Time to explore the museum / Object Handling or Docks Trail / Workshop activity.

11.45am - Prepare for lunch
Opportunity to use toilets, collect bags and coats and lunches.

12pm - Lunch time
Summer boat trip, winter in learning space.

1pm - Activity time
Groups rotate to their next activity. Object handling 
or docks trail / Workshop activity / Time to explore the 
museum.

1.45pm – 2pm - Prepare to leave
Opportunity to use the toilets and collect belongings.

Most schools depart between 2pm and 2:30pm, however the museum is open until 4pm in the winter and 5pm in the summer if you would like to stay longer.

Teacher Visit Information

Based on a class of 60 pupils

Example visit itinerary
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Teacher Visit Information

Exploring the museum

Pricing

• Winter admission £4

• Summer admission £8 (Includes boat trip)

• All volunteer led activities are included in the price of admission

Great for creative play
On the first floor of the museum is a life-sized boat cabin and play area where 
children can role play loading and unloading cargo. Our wildlife table, also on the 
first floor, provides information on habitats and wearable items so children can role 
play as different animals.

 Interactive exhibits— Things to do with your group!
• On the ground floor is an interactive docks model. Children can peer through the 

windows and have a go at using a crane to load boats.
• Also on the ground floor is a film showing an aerial view of the River Severn and 

an activity table all about boats and boat building.
• On the first floor children can have a go at using a gauging stick, lifting sacks 

with pulleys, smelling chocolate crumb 
and listening to our “talking heads” 
telling stories from the past.

• Also, on the first floor are activity tables 
all about maps and wildlife.

• On floor two you can explore one of 
our museum stores (subject to staff 
availability, please enquire on the day of 
your visit to see if this area will be open).
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Teacher Visit Information

Museum facilities

Toilets
There are toilets located on the ground floor (accessible), in our learning space 
(accessible) and on floor two.

Lunch 
Between Easter and October half term when our boat trips are running 
lunch is eaten on board. During the winter season lunch can be eaten in our 
learning space.

Tea room 
There is a small tea room on site where 
teachers and support staff can buy hot 
drinks if required. Please note we do not 
have facilities to provide lunches.

Access
All our main exhibitions, activities and buildings are wheelchair accessible, lifts are 
located next to the toilets on the ground floor. 
Please note that it is not possible to access our historic vessels in a wheelchair. 
Mobility restricted pupils (not in a wheelchair) should be able to access all our 
exhibitions and boats. Our learning team are proficient in adapting activities to 
suit a wide range of learning needs, so please indicate on your 
booking form if there are any additional needs for 
your group.



9

Teacher Visit Information

Arriving at the museum

For SatNav and Google Maps please use postcode GL2 5JQ


