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Plan a self-led visit to 

your local canal or river 

This planning document will help you plan a self-led 
visit to your local canal or river. We have included an 
example risk assessment to give you an idea of what 
to include on yours. 
We would ask you to comply with any reasonable 
instructions given on the towpath, e.g. by our staff 
or through signage and to ensure your school has 
public liability insurance.

Six simple steps to planning a safe visit to your local canal or river:

1. Carry out a pre-visit.
This will help you to work out how to move your group safely around, where 
the best access points are, what the towpath conditions are like and 
how long it will take to get to different locations.  
Check whether you have mobile phone reception at your chosen 
site. How will you travel to the canal or river? Are there parking and 
toilet facilities? Is it accessible for a coach?

2. Complete your risk assessment.
Follow your school or organisation’s guidelines on completing your risk assessment. 
This will help you identify the hazards and plan your safety measures. You can use the 
risk assessment at the bottom of this document for guidance.

3. Tell us when and where you would like to visit.
The waterway network is over 200 years old and requires ongoing maintenance. 
Before you visit, contact us to ensure there are no planned engineering works taking 
place on the towpath. Email explorers@canalrivertrust.org.uk

4. Plan your visit.
Follow your school or organisation guidelines on how many adults you need to 
accompany your group. Make sure all your adults are briefed before the visit. 
Make sure you have somebody responsible for first aid. 

 

canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers        
Canal & River Trust - Explorers   

@CRTExplorers
Charity no. 1146792

mailto:explorers%40canalrivertrust.org.uk?subject=
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Visit requirements:

The Canal & River Trust welcomes school and group visits to the 
waterways and is happy to help you with any queries you may have 
about your visit. Email explorers@canalrivertrust.org.uk

Your school/group will need:
• Public liability insurance.
• To provide your risk assessment on request (use the risk 

assessment at the end of this document as a guide).
• To comply with any reasonable instructions from 

Canal & River Trust authorised staff or volunteers.

Carry a mobile phone and know who to contact in an emergency and your location 
(postcode or name of nearest road with access). Carry a recovery aid (such as a length 
of rope) to help somebody in the water. Make sure you have parental permission for 
the children in your group and ensure the children are wearing suitable clothing and  
footwear.

5. Use the Waterside Safety Challenge.
Before your visit make sure your children know how to be safe near water by using the 
water safety activities from canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/water-safety Teach the 
water safety message ‘Stay SAFE near water – Stay Away From the Edge’. If you haven’t 
already done so, order your free water safety booklets. 

6. On the day.
Check the weather forecast and postpone the visit if necessary. Remind the children of 
the safety message – Stay Away From the Edge. Have fun! You can tell us about your 
visit and send a photograph to explorers@canalrivertrust.org.uk 
Share a photograph with us on Twitter: @CRTExplorers or 
Facebook: Canal & River Trust - Explorers.

Plan a self-led visit to your local canal or river

canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers

mailto:explorers%40canalrivertrust.org.uk?subject=
canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers/water-safety
mailto:explorers%40canalrivertrust.org.uk?subject=
mailto:explorers%40canalrivertrust.org.uk?subject=
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https://www.girlguiding.org.uk
https://www.scouts.org.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education

