
Travel & Transport 
 
This pack consists of activity sheets for individual and 
group work, and whiteboard pictures for class 
discussion. 
 
Teacher guidance notes can be downloaded here. 

What do you know 
about transport on 

canals & rivers? 

http://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers-resources/110-Travel--Transport---teacher-guidance-notes.pdf
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Key words 

Use these key words 
as a reminder while 

you work. 

Make sure you 
learn the correct 

spellings. 

Cycling 
Mooring 

Yacht 
Sailing 

Canoe 
Canal 

Houseboat 
River 

Aircraft 
Car 

Waterway  
Bus 

Harbour 
Walking 

Barge 
Cargo 

Flying 
Paddle 

Transport 
Bicycle 

Motorway 
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Sensory words 

Use these sensory 
words as a reminder 

while you work. 

Make sure you 
learn the correct 

spellings. 

Spectacular 
Flowing 

Reflection 
Hurrying 

Busy 
Lively 

Massive 
Adventurous 

Booming 
Magnificent 

Calm  
Exciting 

Tranquil 
Bustling 

Impressive 
Peaceful 

Rumble 
Glorious 

Elegant 
Challenging 

Speed 
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Write your answers 
in the circles. 

How does your class get to school? 

Travel to school 
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How do you get to school? Number of responses 

Car 

Bus / Coach 

On foot 

Bicycle 

Barge / Boat 

Other -  

Other -  

Other -  

How does your class get to school? 

Complete the chart to 
show your results. 
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Other forms of transport 

How many other forms of 
transport can you think 

of? 
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Other forms of transport 



Travelling from A to B 

What is the best method 
of transport to get from 
A to B? What if you were 

carrying goods? 
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What do you think? 

1. Can you think of some of the problems? 

2. What do you think would have happened when they tried to move fragile 
pottery? 

3. Can you think of a solution to the issues? 
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In the mid 1700s moving goods around was difficult as roads were poor. Items 
such as coal and food had to be moved by horse and cart. This was slow and 
one horse could not pull much weight across the bumpy ground. 



Building canals 

Building a canal was a 
hard and dirty job that 

took many years to 
complete. 
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Moving goods 

Horses didn’t lose their 
jobs when traffic moved 
to the waterways. Horses 
could pull much heavier 

loads on water than along 
bumpy roads. 
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Write your answers 
clearly in the boxes. 

Think of three reasons for 
and against building canals 

Businessmen were FOR canal 
building. 

Landowners were AGAINST canal 
building. 

For Against 
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Write an A to Z of the 
goods that may have 

been transported along 
the canals. 

A N 

B O 

C P 

D Q 

E R 

F S 

G T 

H U 

I V 

J W 

K X 

L Y 

M Z 

A to Z of cargo 
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Check some of your 
answers from this list. 

Asphalt, Ashes Nuts and bolts 

Bark, barite, breeze ashes, brick Oil, oil cake, old bagging, old junk 

Cement, chalk, clay, coal, concrete Paper, plaster, pottery 

Drainpipes Q … send us your answer 

Empties Rubbish 

Fibre dust, fibre, flint, food Salt, sand, stone, sugar, sweepings 

Grain, gravel, gunpowder Tan or spent bark, tiles, timber 

Hard core, hay and straw U … send us your answer 

Iron Vitrol 

J … send us your answer Waste, whiting, wood pulp, wool 

K … send us your answer X … send us your answer 

Lime, litter peat or moss, limestone Y … send us your answer 

Manure, machinery, mud Z … send us your answer 

A to Z of cargo 
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Draw, write and present 

Think about who 
would use this 
type of boat. 

Which type of 
boat would you 
like to go on? 

Choose one of the types of boats listed below, and 
research information about it. 
 
Collate your information on a large piece of paper, and 
include at least one drawing. Present what you have 
found to the rest of your class. 
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Tall Ships 

Narrowboats 

Barges 

Ferries 

Pleasure Boats 

Fishing Boats 

Tugs 

Fly Boats 

Ice Breakers 

Houseboats 



Guess the type of boat? 

Can you draw a 
picture of each boat? 

Which is your favourite boat 
and why? 

A B C 

D E F 
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What are the problems of 
travelling along a canal? 

Can you see what the 
obstacle is in each 

picture? 

A B C 

D E F 
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Aqueducts 
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Aqueducts carry 
water over something, 
such as a valley, river, 

road or railway. 



Locks 

Locks allow boats to 
move up or down a hill. 
They are like staircases 

for boats! 
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Tunnels 
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Tunnels were kept as 
narrow as possible, 
which meant they 
were cheaper and 

easier to build. 



The Anderton Boat Lift 

A water tank, complete 
with the boat on it, is 

lifted into the air until it 
joins the canal above or 

below. 
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Weather 
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Weather could be an 
obstacle for moving 

along a canal, as canals 
could freeze. 



True or False 

Which of these 
statements are 
true, and which 

are false? 

Write your 
answers in the 

boxes provided. 

1  Boats on canals only carry people. 
2  Canals can’t go uphill. 
3  Horses used to pull boats along a canal. 
4  People can live in boats along a canal. 
5  An aqueduct goes over water. 
6  Canal boats can’t carry anything heavy. 
7  Canals today are used for many leisure activities. 
8  Ferries are sometimes needed to cross a canal. 
9  The Anderton Boat Lift lifts boats in the air. 
10  A horse and cart can carry more than a canal boat. 

Write your answers below. 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 
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Tell the story 

Write your own story 
about travelling along a 
canal to deliver goods. 
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Always remember to stay  
SAFE near water - Stay Away 

From the Edge! 
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