Caring for the
Trent & Mersey Canal

We're the charity working to protect and bring to
life this 250-year-old network of canals and rivers
spanning England and Wales. Not so long ago many
canals were abandoned, and some lost forever.
Today, with your support, wildlife is recovering,
history is alive, boats are plentiful and spending time
in this environment is contributing to our health

and happiness.

Our mission is to keep this extraordinary network
of canals and rivers alive, teeming with wildlife,
transforming places they run through and enriching
all of our lives. Your support today could help us car
for Staffordshire’s canals and many more places, for
today and generations to come.

DONATE

Please support

our work &
donate today

SCAN ME ACanaIG

== RiverTrust

The task of protecting the finest
examples of working industrial
heritage including Harecastle
Tunnel, and the wildlife that calls it
home, is growing all the time. As a
charity we need you by our side
more than ever. Please support our
work today.
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Making life better by water

Keeping history alive

The explosion in demand for coal and other
raw materials in the Potteries revealed
serious limitations of Brindley’s original
narrow tunnel and a second, larger tunnel
was commissioned. Telford’s tunnel took
three years to complete and cost £113,000
(equivalent to £10.5m today).

In the early days the two tunnels were used
in conjunction with each tunnel taking boat
traffic in opposite directions, drastically
reducing journey times.

Discover lots of fun things to do
with the family by and on the water.
Go to canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers
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Welcome to
Harecastle
Tunnel

A canal and tunnel born for pottery.

We're the charity making life
better by water


https://giving.give-star.com/online/canal-river-trust/west-midlands-regional-fundraising
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers
https://giving.give-star.com/online/canal-river-trust/west-midlands-regional-fundraising
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk
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Kidsgrove =2=%m
P ) SRS
Y, b o &,
& eid 5 “o0gy Once one of the longest tunnels
[/ .
Fharecastiolg %ggirg;ev% Roag in the country, Harecastle
e orth 1 Tunnel enabled coal to be
o :
" transported along the Trent &
Clough Hall h . .
Pk 5 Mersey Canal to the kilns in the
®) Y Staffordshire Potteries.
Visit us at:
Southern Entrance;
Chatterley Road, o ¥ o
oug " “at
Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4PX o
| @f
&y N
Allow 1-2 hours : \ &
.. . " Ky N
for your visit , @ogo“ Y
'] O
! Bath Y %?» 8’%9
f ) \ '.lPooI g:& 9, qoad
Find your ; s,
. <.
. 2
way around § 2
‘~. oo Harecastle
. Hil
# <~ towpath Bathpool 3 rf I
« ==+ walk route Park g 3 ‘?p/b Boat/,
A tunnel % »@®¢
3 R o}
Q # - : :
2 &
m toilets 0 ‘@\V
. )
shopping AT, RO
@ bench/picnic area “‘
e play area .“
@ Canal & River Trust
Welcome Hub U
parking o *Qangs rosd, -+ Oy
= railway station peaco™ ° ‘a’ . 3 Harecastle Tunnel
\ J é@;{‘}“ (south)
Turnover
Bridge 130 W
Stay SAFE
Stay Away From the Edge!
For more information on visiting safely: Tunstall ¥ @
: N Bypass %
canalrivertrust.org.uk/safety Map not to scale: Bridge 129C @  Westport Lake &
COvers approx. \ Stoke-on-Trent
Details correct at time of print, please check before travelling 2 mile / 3.2km 2

5 things to do at
Harecastle Tunnel

Stroll along the towpath to turnover
bridge, built so horses could pass
from one side of the canal to the
other without being unhitched

2 Visit Westport Lake, it's an important

overwintering site for water birds.

3 Enjoy a 45-minute scenic walk and

explore the green route linking the
Harecastle Tunnel portals.

4 Have a picnic at the benches

just before the tunnel and watch
narrowboats coming and going.

5 Pause for a chat with our friendly

volunteers, they'll tell you more
about the canal.

Did you know?

Harecastle Tunnel is actually two separate but
parallel tunnels. The first was built by James
Brindley in 1777, the second was designed by
Thomas Telford and opened fifty years later

in 1827.



https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/safety-on-our-waterways

