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Historic Boat 
Discount Guidance 
& Application Form

CRITERIA

Please read the criteria and guidance notes below carefully. In particular, please take note 
of the documents and photographs you are required to submit with your application. These 
criteria are strictly adhered to and you should only apply if you are sure that you meet them all.

Have you remembered 
to enclose photographs 
and copies of any original 
documentation?

Canal & River Trust Use Only

Contract: 
   

Billing: 

 /canalrivertrustboating

@CanalRiverTrust

✗Please complete this form using BLOCK CAPITALS using black ink. Where tick boxes are used, place a cross in the selected box  

The basic structure of the boat should be more than fifty years old. Some later modifications may be acceptable but substantially 
altered boats will not be eligible for the discount.

There are many publications which illustrate or describe most of the older boats still existent. Applicants should provide 
documentary or photographic evidence of the boat’s age and history. The materials and methods of construction are often 
indicative of the period of manufacture, e.g. virtually all riveted iron/steel construction occurred before 1948.

  1. Age of Boat

Boats should have been used primarily on UK inland navigation or UK coastal and estuarial waters. Boats built for the waterways of 
other countries are not usually eligible.

  2. Relevance to the Heritage of the UK Inland Waterways

There are old boats and there are historic old boats. A boat built more than fifty years ago is likely to be of historic value if its 
structure is either original, or an accurate reproduction in the same material as the original, using the same methods as the original. 
It should not have had substantial modifications to:

•   The hull

•   The cabin – exterior or interior

•   The engine

•   Any functional original equipment

Modifications made early in the life of the boat are less significant than changes made in recent years.

If the boat has been modified or converted, it should continue to ‘look the part’. For example, a traditional 1930’s narrowboat with a 
3 m cabin extension, an under-canvas extension and perhaps an engine of 1950’s vintage, may be acceptable. A similar boat with a 
full length steel cabin would not.

  3. Structural Condition

The appearance should reflect the history of the boat. The paintwork should be traditional and the boat should be presented in a 
good state of repair. One or more recent photos showing the full length of the boat should be included with this application. 

Availability of well documented historical information about the boat will contribute to a positive decision.

  4. Appearance and Provenance
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Historic Boat Discount Cont.

If you believe that your boat will meet the above criteria and wish to apply for the Historic Boat Discount, please complete 
the table below and send your application to: Boat Licensing Team, Canal & River Trust, National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port, 
South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire CH65 4FW or email it to: customer.services@canalrivertrust.org.uk marking your email as 
Historic Boat Application.

Boat Name (current):  

Canal & River Trust index number (5 or 6 digits):

 If licensed previously, the number should be displayed on either side of the boat

Original Name (if different):  

 

Date and Year of construction (dd/mm/yyyy):       

Current Length (including fenders – correct to one decimal place): Metres  •  or Feet and Inches  • 

Original Length (including fenders – correct to one decimal place): Metres  •  or Feet and Inches  • 

Builder’s Name and Location:  

 

For Whom Built / Fleet (if known):  

Engine Type:         Diesel    Petrol     Electric     Hybrid or other technology    Sail       Other unpowered 

Further details/other unpowered details:  

 

Engine:    bhp  or capacity (cc) 

Overall condition:  Excellent    Currently subject to significant ongoing improvements   

  Good Standard    Needs considerable future work  
 

Current mooring location: 

Name of waterway:  

  5. Making an Application

 

Is the boat in the same condition as originally built?   Yes      No 

If ‘No’, what percentage of original cargo hold has been converted to cabin?  %

What is the current length of the cabin structure?:   Metres  •  or Feet and Inches  • 

Does the cabin extension follow the lines of the original rear cabin?   Yes      No 

Is it an ‘under canvas’ extension?   Yes      No 

  6. For Narrowboats and Barges
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Details of current licence holder:

Title:    Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Dr   Other 

First Names:   Surname: 

House Number/Name:  

Street Name: 

Postal Town:   County: 

Postcode:   Telephone: 

Email: 

I believe that this boat may be eligible for the historic boat discount. The above details are correct to the best of my knowledge.
I enclose recent photograph(s) of the boat.

  Signed 
   

Print Name: 

Date (dd/mm/yyyy):      

Please detail any conversions or modifications to original:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  7. For Cruisers, Launches and Other Boats

  8. Applicant Details

  Canal & River Trust Authorisation

Canal & River Trust Use Only

Sign up to a monthly newsletter at www.canalrivertrust.org.uk/my-trust/register 
to receive updates and the latest news from the Canal & River Trust via email.

Patron: H.R.H. The Prince of Wales. Canal & River Trust, a charitable company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales with company number 7807276 and registered 
charity number 1146792, registered office address Canal & River Trust, National Waterways Museum Ellesmere Port, South Pier Road, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire CH65 4FW. 
VAT registration number 125 5119 37.

Name:

Signature:

Job Title: Date:


