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London Waterways: 

 

Bow Back Rivers   

Grand Union Canal 

Paddington Arm of the Grand Union Canal 

Slough Arm of the Grand Union Canal 

Hertford Union Canal 

Limehouse Cut 

London Docklands 

Regent’s Canal 

River Lee 

River Stort 

 

Contact: 

 

Canal & River Trust  

The Toll House  

Delamere Terrace  

Little Venice 

London  

W2 6TT 

 

 

0303 040 4040 

 

enquiries.london@canalrivertrust.org.uk 

 

Andrew Gilligan, Mayor’s Cycling Commissioner and Sir Brian Fender, Chair 

London Waterways Partnership  

mailto:enquiries.london@canalrivertrust.org.uk
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1. Foreword  

Sir Brian Fender, Chair of London Waterways 

Partnership 

The Canal & River Trust cares for 2,000 miles of 

waterways across England and Wales, memorable 

places loved for their historic and environmental interest 

and for getting us around on foot, by bike or afloat. 

Our waterways serve thousands of people providing 

access to leisure and for work.  London is again 

embracing waterside places from Stratford and the 

Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, Tottenham Hale and 

Meridian Water in the Lee Valley, to Kings Cross, Old 

Oak Common and Paddington Basin. 

We believe strongly that better towpaths enhance our 

Capital. 

We continue to promote safe, considerate towpath 

sharing and welcome everyone.  Supported by almost 

£4M of Transport for London Greenways and borough 

funding over many years, the Trust has vastly improved 

towpaths for boaters, anglers, pedestrians and cyclists. 

The next chapter for securing Better Towpaths for 

Everyone has begun. 

Andrew Gilligan, Cycling Commissioner, Greater 

London Authority 

In 2013 Boris Johnson launched the Mayor’s Vision for 

Cycling in London. 

“We are creating a new network of routes for a new kind 

of cyclist; routes for people who want to cycle slowly, in 

their ordinary clothes, away from most of the traffic.  

Most of the routes will be ‘Quietways’, using London’s 

network of quieter side streets plus routes through parks 

and on canal towpaths, which they will share with 

pedestrians… Quietway routes are slower than the main 

roads. They are not aimed at speedy commuter cyclists, 

who will almost certainly stick with the fast main roads.” 

“London’s towpaths offer a great way to get around the 

city and are home to some iconic spots – with continued 

investment they can help support the Mayor’s ambitious 

vision for cycling.  We recognise that in some areas, like 

some stretches of the Regent’s Canal, capacity is limited 

at busy times.  But where there is opportunity we want to 

work with the Canal & River Trust to develop Quietway 

routes, improve towpaths for shared use and create 

better travel links throughout the city.” 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/assets/downloads/businessandpartners/london-greenways-monitoring-report.pdf
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/cycling/15459.aspx
http://www.tfl.gov.uk/roadusers/cycling/15459.aspx
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2. Our Values 

These principles reflect our expectations for London towpaths 

as we seek further improvements and our objectives for high 

quality shared spaces which are safer for everyone.  

1. Towpaths have historical, community and personal 

importance to be balanced with their role in connecting 

places. 

2. The Trust and its stakeholders will ensure canal and 

river environments are safeguarded as havens for 

people and wildlife. 

3. Towpaths should be free to access for all users  

4. Towpaths should be improved where needed, to 

accommodate increased visits safely.  Improvements 

should benefit everyone and enhance the waterway 

setting. 

5. Towpaths should be a distinct category in cycle or 

other route design standards, recognising their shared 

use and historic waterside character.   

6. Visitors will continue to recognise they are entering a 

slower space shared by pedestrians, cyclists, boaters, 

joggers and anglers. 

7. Routes along canals and rivers will ordinarily be 

branded in the names of these historic waterways.   

8. Where there are concerns over capacity or underlying 

condition, towpaths will not be promoted as part of a 

wider route network, but alternative routes along roads 

will be sought. 

9. In London, 

o towpaths along the River Lee, Grand Union Canal 
and Paddington Arm are proposed as strategic 
Quietways  

o the majority of the Regent’s Canal towpath will not 
be a Quietway but alternative Quietways along 
roads will be delivered 

o towpaths will be a distinct category of Quietway in 
the London Cycle Design Standards 
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3. Progress so far  

Greenways - a proud past and a bright future 

“Greenways offer safe and attractive routes for cycling and walking that open 

up and connect London’s parks, green spaces and quiet streets. They have 

been a key part of the Mayor’s strategy to encourage more Londoners to use 

two wheels, particularly those who may be new to cycling or are picking it up 

again. They also contribute to the Mayor’s aim to encourage more people to 

use their feet by providing comfortable and attractive conditions for walking. 

Greenways also helped deliver the Mayor’s objectives for a sustainable 2012 

Games, with the programme of walking and cycling route improvements 

introduced in 2012 continuing to prove effective and popular with users.  

… Working in partnership with the London boroughs, Sustrans, the Royal 

Parks and the Canal & River Trust (formerly British Waterways), we installed 

52km of new infrastructure and approximately 23km of improved infrastructure 

at 19 different locations this year. The network now consists of some 432km of 

routes with potential, through the Quietways programme, for significant growth 

in future years. 

The success of the Greenways programme has provided the blueprint for a 

key element of the Mayor’s new approach – Quietways, a London-wide 

network of direct cycle routes through lightly-trafficked back-streets, parks and 

green spaces.  

As with Greenways, they will help promote a transformation in the way people 

can travel around the Capital and help create better places for all” (London 

Greenways Monitoring Report, September 2013) 
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Better infrastructure 

A wide array of funding totalling around £4M has helped improve towpaths in recent years.  For example: 

 Enhancement of 3 of the 8 Olympic Walking & Cycling Routes on East London towpaths  

 A new Towpath Code supported by the Share the Space, Drop your Pace campaign 

 New shared use & pedestrian priority signage 

 By 2014, over 60 Legible London signs along towpaths in 15 
boroughs 

 Work to secure Quietways along roads as alternatives to the busy 
Regent’s Canal towpath 
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Better signage  

In 2012, the Trust launched a revised Code after consultation 

with stakeholders including Living Streets, Inland Waterways 

Association, Sustrans, The Royal Parks, Hampstead Heath Park 

Managers, the Friends of Regent’s Canal and local cycling 

groups. 

The Towpath Code reflects shared use by cyclists, dog-walkers, 

boaters, anglers, pedestrians and cyclists, and has been well 

received.  
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Better behaviour  

We have considerable experience of managing places which are shared by many different visitors.   

With the help of volunteers, we also promote our ‘Share the Space, Drop your Pace’ campaign with a clear 

message of safe and considerate sharing of towpaths for everyone.  

  

 

  

http://gateway/photo/Photolibrary/2003 - Hertford and Camden - London/WW_20301.jpg
http://gateway/photo/Photolibrary/2003 - Hertford and Camden - London/WW_20332.jpg
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4. Opportunities 

In the next few years Quietways and other borough programmes will 

provide new opportunities.  

In central London, the Regent’s Canal towpath will continue to 

provide a route for daily journeys and will need investment, but will 

not be a Quietway.  

Working with Central London Cycle Grid partners there is agreement 

that boroughs and TfL need to deliver alternative cycle routes to help 

alleviate pressure on the Regent’s Canal towpath. 

Clearly branded and promoted as quieter, leisure routes, the 

Quietways programme should deliver better towpaths for everyone:  

 River Lee Quietway   Enfield to Limehouse 

 Grand Union Canal Quietway  Brentford to Harefield 

 Paddington Arm Canal  Quietway Paddington to Southall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/assets/downloads/roadusers/central-london-grid.pdf
http://gateway/photo/Photolibrary/2003 - Hertford and Camden - London/WW_20303.jpg
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5. Appendix – Route Details 

Route overview  
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River Lee Quietway  

(Stratford to Enfield, 23km) 

 

Borough Length (m) 

Enfield 7650 

Hackney 4153 

Haringey 3443 

Newham  2098 

Tower Hamlets 4818 

Waltham Forest  1296 

Total 23458 

 

Forming a north-south artery from east London 

through the Lee Valley, the River Lee Quietway links 

4 boroughs through these places: 

Limehouse Basin – Bow – Three Mills - QEII Olympic Park 

– Hackney Marshes – Walthamstow Wetlands - Tottenham 

Hale – Angel Edmonton – Merdian Water - Enfield Lock – 

Gunpowder Park  

The River Lee Quietway provides a green link between the Upper and Lower Lee Valleys, the key strategic transport interchange at Tottenham 

Hale, with the Isle of Dogs to the south. Benefitting from some of the biggest green spaces in London including Hackney Marshes and 

Walthamstow Wetlands, the route also connects with key visitor destinations such as QEII Olympic Park.  
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Grand Union Canal Quietway  

(Brentford to Harefield, 28km) 

Borough Length (m) 

Ealing 6353 

Hillingdon 17561 

Hounslow 3490 

Total 27404 

 

Connecting the Thames at Brentford in west London 

through the Brent, Colne and Crane river catchments, 

the Grand Union Canal Quietway links 3 boroughs 

through these places: 

Brentford Lock – Osterley Park – Hanwell Locks – 

Southall Green – Hayes - Stockley Park – West 

Drayton – Yiewsley – Cowley Village – Brunel 

University - Uxbridge – Denham Country Park - 

Harefield 

The Grand Union Quietway provides links into 

Heathrow and encompasses key visitor destinations 

such as Osterley Park, Hanwell Flight and Brentford 

Locks.  
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Paddington Arm Quietway  

(Paddington to Southall, 22km) 

Borough Length (m) 

Brent 2897 

Ealing 12817 

Ham & Fulham 2015 

Hillingdon 1336 

RBK&C 1945 

Westminster 698 

Total 21708 

 

Connecting the Grand Union Canal near Southall in west 

London with the historic canal junction at Little Venice 

near Maida Vale, the Paddington Arm Quietway links 6 

boroughs through these places: 

Paddington – Kensal Green-White City- Willesden 

Junction- Harlesden- Park Royal- Alperton- Perivale- 

Greenford- Southall  

The Paddington Arm Canal Quietway connects key 

employment centres such as Park Royal and White City 

with suburban centres such as Greenford and Perivale. 

The route takes in key visitor destinations such as Little 

Venice and connects with green spaces such as 

Horsenden Hill. 



15   |   B e t t e r  T o w p a t h s  f o r  E v e r y o n e  –  G r e e n w a y s  &  Q u i e t w a y s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact  

Canal & River Trust, The Toll House, Delamere Terrace 

Little Venice, London, W2 6TT 

 

0303 040 4040 

 

enquiries.london@canalrivertrust.org.uk  

mailto:enquiries.london@canalrivertrust.org.uk

