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for today and generations to come.

In the 19th century, the Kennet & Avon Canal
was the main trading route from Bristol )
DONATE to London. When the full 87 mile (140km)

long canal opened in 1810, it brought great
prosperity to Reading helping industries such
as brewing, sawmilling and biscuit-making

to thrive.

Please support
our work &
donate today

SCAN ME Discover lots of fun things to do
with the family by and on the water.

Go to canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers

The task of protecting the finest
examples of working industrial
heritage including County Lock,
and the wildlife that calls it home,
is growing all the time. As a charity
we need you by our side more
than ever. Please support our work
today.
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https://giving.give-star.com/online/canal-river-trust/wales-southwest-regional-fundraising
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/explorers
https://giving.give-star.com/online/canal-river-trust/wales-southwest-regional-fundraising
http://www.canalrivertrust.org.uk

Famed for its scenic beauty,
the Kennet & Avon Canal
sweeps through Reading’s town
centre and County Lock is

the perfect place to relax and
watch boats go by.
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Allow half a day
for your visit

on visiting safely:
canalrivertrust.org.uk/safety

Details correct at time of print, please check before travelling.

5 things to do at Reading

1 Take a walk along the towpath to the
point where the canal joins the River
Thames and completes its journey to
London (0.6 miles/Tkm).

2 Relax with a coffee and watch the
colourful canal boats making their way
along the canal.

3 Look at the floating reedbeds in Abbey
Quarter, they have been installed
to increase the biodiversity of the
waterway and attract more wildlife into
the town.

4 Visit the burial place of King Henry |
— Reading Abbey Ruins are open daily
free of charge from dawn to dusk.

5 Follow the Heritage Walk from the
Oracle shopping centre, you'll pass
Chocolate Island, Reading Gaol (spot
Banksey's mural on the side of the gaol)
and Jane Austen’s school rooms.

Did you know?

Brewery Gut, named after Simmonds Brewery,
is just 25ft (7.6m) wide at its narrowest point
which causes strong currents. To prevent boats
from colliding and sinking, passage through the
gut is now controlled by traffic lights.



https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enjoy-the-waterways/safety-on-our-waterways



