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1.0 Introduction

Following a successful bid to the Levelling Up Fund by CRT 

and Powys County Council (PCC), the Montgomery Canal 

Restoration Project will make a substantial contribution 

towards the wider, phased restoration of the Montgomery 

Canal.

The Wern Reserve represents one of three water-based nature 

reserves that are being created along the Welsh stretch of the 

canal to protect the canal’s natural standing as a Site of Special 
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Introduction and Purpose The Montgomery Canal Restoration Project

This Green Infrastructure  (GI) Statement has been 

prepared by FPCR Environment and Design Ltd on behalf 

of the Canal & River Trust (CRT) to accompany a planning 

application for the creation of a new nature reserve on land 

to the south of the Montgomery Canal at Wern, Powys. 

The planning application seeks permission for the creation 

of a new nature reserve comprising a large pond, which 

would incorporate extensive new open water, woodland 

and grassland habitats, along with associated infrastructure. 

A proportion of the material extracted to create the pond 

would be re-used on site to provide connected bunded 

habitat.

In accordance with Planning Policy for Wales (Edition 12), 

the purpose of this GI Statement is to demonstrate how GI 

has been incorporated into the proposal. The GI statement 

demonstrates the positive multi-functional outcomes of 

the proposed nature reserve. The proposals are informed 

by and evaluated in the context of the Building with Nature 

standards.

Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of Conservation 

(SAC) and to meet the ecological requirements for restoration. 

The wider project will involve dredging / bank works to the 

unnavigable section between Llanmynech and Arddleen, 

rebuilding of Williams Bridge and building a new Carreghofa 

Lane Bridge, as well as  other critical repairs and improvements.

Figure 1: Site Location
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2.0 Planning Context

Edition 12 | February 2024 

Planning Policy Wales

1

Green infrastructure is defined within PPW Edition 12 as ‘ ...the 

network of natural and semi‑natural features, green spaces, rivers 

and lakes that intersperse and connect places. ... At the landscape 

scale, green infrastructure can comprise entire ecosystems such 

as wetlands, waterways, peatlands and mountain ranges or be 

connected networks of mosaic habitats, including grasslands. ...’

The new PPW places strong emphasis on taking a proactive 

approach to GI covering cross boundary considerations, 

identifying key outputs of GI assessments, the submission of 

proportionate GI statements with planning applications and 

Key national and local planning policies which have informed the 

development of the GI proposals for the Wern Nature Reserve 

are set out below. The GI proposals provide opportunities to 

address relevant landscape policies:

• Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 12 - (February 2024)

• Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Technical Advice Notes (TAN) 

(March 2016)

• Environment (Wales) Act 2016

• Powys Local Development Plan 2011-2016 (April 2018)

• Landscape Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) - April 

2019  

Planning Policy Context Green Infrastructure

Figure 2: Step-wise approach

signposting Building with Nature standards.

The PPW also places further clarity on securing net benefit for 

biodiversity through the application of the step-wise approach, 

including the acknowledgement of off-site compensation 

measures as a last resort and the need to consider enhancement 

and longterm management at each step. The importance of 

strategic collaboration to identify and capture larger scale 

opportunities for securing a net benefit for biodiversity is 

recognised.
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This section describes the application site and its 

surroundings and sets out the surveys undertaken, which 

have informed the design proposals. 

The site is located to the south of the Montgomery Canal at 

Wern within the adminstrative boundary of Powys County 

Council. The site is comprised of three irregular parcels of 

agricultural land, which are used for grazing and adjoin 

the Montgomery Canal to the north. Coppice Lane and 

two residential properties (Tan House and Yr Ysgubor) are 

located to the south of the site. Bank Farm and the A483 are 

located to the east.

The fields of the site are almost entirely bound by mature 

hedgerow and trees along the southern, western and eastern 

boundaries. Vegetation along the northern boundary with 

the Montgomery Canal and its Towpath includes belts of 

scrub and rough grassland. Mature trees and sections of  

hedgerow along the edge of the canal provide a degree of 

enclosure. A mature outgrown hedgerow and a number of 

mature trees extend through the centre of the site.

The site slopes down from a high point of c.82m AOD at 

Coppice Lane in the south to a low point of c.66m AOD 

along the northern boundary with the canal. A single Public 

Right of Way extends through the centre of the site.

Site and Surroundings

3.0 Site Context

Figure 3: Environmental and Heritage Designations

Application boundary

Montgomery Canal SSSI / SAC and Towpath

Public Right of Way

Listed building

Land in same ownership Scheduled Monument
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A Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) for the proposed 

development has been prepared by FPCR Environment and 

Design Ltd.

LANDMAP Wales divides the landscape into distinct 

geographical districts and provides five spatial datasets - 

Geological, Landscape Habitats, Visual and Sensory, Historic 

and Cultural.

At a national level, the site is located within NCLA 17 

‘Montgomeryshire Hills and Vales’. At a local level, the site 

is covered by two Landscape Character Areas (LCA): LCA 8 

‘Severn Farmlands’ and LCA 10 ‘Guilsfield’.

The ‘Severn Farmlands’ is an extensive open valley landscape 

along the Severn and Vrynwy rivers. The LCA is low-lying with 

a wide floodplain, which lies at around 60m at its lowest point. 

‘Guilsfield’ is a rolling landscape of hills and valleys, located to 

the north-west of Welshpool, between the lower-lying Severn 

Farmland to the north, east and south, Banwy Valley to the 

west and Tregynon to the south-west.

Development Management Guidelines for these LCAs include:

• Protecting the setting of the Montgomery Canal, seek ing 

opportunities to further enhance access to and enjoyment 

of the canal and open up / enhance views of the canal.

• Environmental improvements and enhanced management 

A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) for the proposed 

development has been undertaken by APEM. A seperate Net 

Benefit Report has been prepared by  FPCR Environment and 

Design Ltd. An Arboricultural Appraisal has been prepared by 

ECUS.

The site is comprised of semi-improved grassland, tall ruderal, 

standing water, hedgerows, swamp and quarry with the 

wider landscape being dominated by agricultural land, with a 

residential property to the west and some agricultural building 

structures located to the east

The majority of the site is located outside Flood Zone 2 and 3. A 

relatively small part of the site to the west is identified as being 

locating with a Flood Zone. No works are proposed within this 

area.

The proposals would create a new large pond and associated 

open water and other wetland habitats at the edge of 

the Montgomery CanaI. A new control structure has been  

designed to regulate water flow and mimic water levels found 

in the canal.

Landscape and Visual Appraisal

Ecology and Trees

Surface Water and Flooding

of hedgerows, hedgerow trees and woodland (e.g. 

through agri‑environment schemes) could result in positive 

landscape change

Views of the site are limited as a result of the surrounding 

topography and vegetation. The LVA notes that the most 

noticeable visual effects would be experienced by users of the 

canal towpath and adjoining residential properties.

The LVA concludes that the proposed reserve could be 

successfully accommodated within the local landscape and 

result in some localised beneficial effects as a result of the GI 

proposals.

The Montgomery Canal is designated as a Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC) / Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) for 

its aquatic emergent and marginal plant communities. There 

are five ancient woodland sites, one restored ancient woodland 

site, one plantation on ancient woodland site (PAWS) and one 

PAWS NRW priority area within 2km of the site. Due to the 

localised nature of the proposed works, the zone of influence 

(Zol) for non-statutory sites is likely to be restricted to those 

located adjacent to or within 200m of the Site, or those which 

have hydrological connectivity to the Site
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4.0 Green Infrastructure Proposals

• Creation of a substantial new pond adjacent to the 

Montgomery Canal, which would be designed to be  

naturalistic in appearance and form. The pond would have 

an irregular shoreline and sloping vegetated banks much 

like the existing nature reserve managed by the Canal & 

River Trust at Aston Locks. Water levels in the pond would 

be designed to mimic the canal. New naturalistic wetland 

planting would be designed to provide additional habitat 

to support biodiversity. It is anticipated that this would 

primarily comprise self-colonisation from the surrounding 

wetland habitats with some planting of native species 

including Luronium natans, a plant for which the 

Montgomery Canal is internationally protected

• New areas of woodland planting on higher ground to the 

south of the site and in the western part of the site would 

comprise a locally appropriate mix of native species and 

extend existing areas of woodland and tree planting. New 

planting would result in a net gain in tree cover locally

• Creation of landscaped habitat bunds in the southern and 

Green Infratructure Proposals

western sections of the site using some of the material 

excavated to create the pond would be designed to 

blend and connect with the surrounding topography and 

resemble natural landform. The height of bunds would 

be minimised and kept to a height of c1.6-2m. The bunds 

would be seeded and planted in order to soften their 

appearance and help them assimilate with their immediate 

landscape context

• Existing vegetation around the perimeter of the site 

would be retained and supplemented with new planting 

where appropriate. Whilst some minor hedgerow removal 

would be required to accommodate the proposed pond, 

the existing mature tree and its root protection area at the 

centre of the site would be protected as a result of careful 

siting of the waterbody

The landscape and green infrastructure (GI) proposals will 

establish an attractive framework within which to integrate 

a nature reserve, with the retention of existing landscape 

features and new additional features providing opportunities 

to strengthen local landscape character as well as biodiversity 

enhancements.

Management and Maintenance

The key objectives of the GI proposals for the Wern Nature 

Reserve are to conserve and enhance existing habitats and 

create a mosaic of new open water, woodland and grassland 

habitats. The landscape and GI proposals for the scheme are 

summarised below: 

All landscape areas would be managed and maintained in 

perpetuity by the Canal & River Trust to ensure the successful 

establishment, maintenance and monitoring of new and 

existing habitats.

(above) The new pond has been carefully designed to allow for the 
retention of existing key landscape features such as mature trees
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NOTES

1. All drawing dimensions to be checked and verified prior to construction.
2. Drawings are design intent and for Planning purposes only
3. All services and drainage easements are to be checked and verified by the 
project engineers.
4. The landscape contractors shall make themselves aware of all service 
locations, health and safety and risk assessments prior to commencing planting 
operations.
5. All planting work to be carried out in accordance with BS4428 1989 'Code of 
Practice for  General Landscape Operations'. 
6. All steps, structures, paving and fencing are by others unless otherwise 
noted.
7. This drawing is the property of FPCR Environment and Design Ltd and 
issued on the condition it is not reproduced, retained or disclosed to any 
unauthorised person, either wholly or in part without the written consent of 
FPCR Environment and Design Ltd

OUTLINE LANDSCAPE SPECIFICATION

General

Identification of topsoil and subsoil resources on site will be required to inform 
the detailed design of planting beds, including the appropriate depth of soil 
horizons and the requirement for amelioration of the growing medium, prior to 
planting. If modifications to the soil are necessary, soil ameliorants will be 
used sparingly. Site won topsoil that has been stored in temporary stock piles 
will be re-tested prior to use. Where site won topsoil is not available, imported 
topsoil will be used. Topsoil for for seeded areas shall be imported from an 
approved site, be in accordance with BS3882:2007 and be classified as Low 
Fertility. All plant material to be in accordance with BS 3936 Part 1 (1992), 
'Nursery Stock Specification for Trees and Shrubs', BS3936 Part 10: 1990 
'Nursery Stock Specification for Ground-cover Plants', and 'Handling and 
Establishing Landscape Plants' HTA 1985, revised edition March 2002. Any 
stock planted outside the recognised planting season to be containerised. 
Containerised plant stock to have fully developed root system within the 
specified pot size. Where growing-on in the nursery is necessary all plant 
material is to be re-potted to the next approved pot size, re-spaced to allow 
for 15-20% growth per growing season, and maintained to healthy vigorous 
growth irrespective of weather conditions.  All planting areas to be weed free 
prior to planting. Allow for an application of an approved translocated 
systemic herbicide in line with 1997 Control of Pesticide Regulations and 
2003 COSHH. 

Existing Tree & Hedgerows

All trees and hedges which are shown for retention should be inspected for 
safety by a qualified member of the Arboricultural Association and subject to 
BS 5837 2012 'Trees in Relation to Construction'. They should be protected 
during all phases of construction with temporary fencing in accordance with 
BS 5837 2012 and must comply with all applicable planning conditions. Any 
tree surgery required shall also be in accordance with BS 3998 2010. The 
landscape contractor shall make the Contract Administer (CA) aware of any 
notifiable weeds on site.

Species Rich and Wet Grassland

In wildflower areas and where the existing grassland has become disturbed 
through construction operations, the specified mixes in the key will be used. 
Prior to sowing the soil should be ploughed or rotovated and raked or 
harrowed to produce a medium fine, firm tilth. Fertiliser will not be applied at 
any point as this will lead to dominance of nutrient loving species such as 
broad-leaved grasses, nettles and docks.I

In wildflower areas and where the existing grassland has become disturbed 
through construction operations, the specified mixes in the key will be used. 
Prior to sowing the soil should be ploughed or rotovated and raked or 
harrowed to produce a medium fine, firm tilth. Fertiliser will not be applied at 
any point as this will lead to dominance of nutrient loving species such as 
broad-leaved grasses, nettles and docks. The seed mix will be sown in 
accordance with the manufacturers specification to allow space for each 
species to establish and to produce good ground cover. Seed will be sown in 
the autumn, winter or spring, selecting a time when the soil is moist and can 
be worked. Seeding will be sown by hand broadcasting, seed fiddle, spinner, 
hydra seeding of Cambridge (ribbed) roll will be used for one or two passes to 
firm and level the surface and create good seed soil contact.

Open Water

Pond to be constructed in varying depths from 250mm to 1500mm. Exact 
profilling to be developed in consultation with Natural Resources Wales as 
part of the detailed design and HRA process.

Areas of open water and land surrounding the pond will be allowed to 

colonise naturally.from the adjacent Montgomery Canal.

Landscape Bunds
These are undulating, with scrub planting at the top of bunds and woodland 
planting at the bottom. See Arcadis drawing for detail re bunds.

Meadow Grassland: Emorsgate EM2

Wildflowers

% Species Name
0.6 Achillea millefolium Yarrow
3 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
1.5 Daucus carota Wild Carrot
3 Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw
1.5 Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill
1.5 Knautia arvensis Field Scabious
3 Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy - (Moon Daisy)
0.2 Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil
0.5 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
1.5 Poterium sanguisorba Salad Burnet
0.3 Primula veris Cowslip
3 Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
0.2 Rhinanthus minor Yellow Rattle
0.2 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel

Grasses

% Species Name
8 Agrostis capillaris Common Bent
28 Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dogstail
24 Festuca rubra Slender-creeping Red-fescue
4 Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail
16 Poa pratensis Smooth-stalked Meadow-grass

Wet Grassland: Emorsgate EM8

Wildflowers

% Species Name
0.2 Achillea millefolium Yarrow
2 Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
2 Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
1.5 Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw
0.5 Geum rivale Water Avens
0.2 Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy - (Moon Daisy)
1 Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil
0.4 Lotus pedunculatus Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil
1 Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
0.4 Primula veris Cowslip
2 Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
0.5 Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane
0.46 Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup
1 Rhinanthus minor Yellow Rattle
1 Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel
1.5 Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
1 Silaum silaus Pepper Saxifrage
1 Taraxacum officinale Dandelion
0.2 Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-rue
1 Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch

Grasses

% Species Name
10 Agrostis capillaris Common Bent
3 Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail (w)
3 Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass (w)
3 Briza media Quaking Grass (w)
24 Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dogstail
2 Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass (w)
32 Festuca rubra Slender-creeping Red-fescue
3 Hordeum secalinum Meadow Barley (w)

GRASSLAND MIXES

Site Boundary

Existing Trees / Woodland / Hedgerows
Refer to ECUS dwg 21251 Coppice Lane Tree Plans

Existing Trees / Woodland /Hedgerows removed
Refer to ECUS dwg 21251 Coppice Lane Tree Plans

Proposed Bat Box
To be sited at appropriate locations and agreed with Project Ecologist

Proposed Bird Box
To be sited at appropriate locations and agreed with Project Ecologist

Existing Meadow Grassland
Where disturbed by construction, to be resown with Emorsgate EM2 

Standard General Purpose Wildflower Mix at 4g/m2 or similar and 

approved. 

Proposed Meadow Grassland
Emorsgate EM8 Meadow Grass for Wet Soils at 4g/m2 or similar and 

approved

Open Water
Areas of open water and land surrounding the pond will be left to 

colonise naturally from the adjacent Montgomery Canal.

Existing Public Right of Way (to be diverted)

Root Protection Areas (RPA)
Refer to ECUS dwg 21251 Coppice Lane Tree Plans

Possible Public Right of Way
To be maintained as informal mown route

Existing 11kv Overhead Lines (Indicative)
Refer to Arcadis Drawings

Existing and Proposed Water Main and Sub Main
Refer to Arcadis Drawings

Land in Same Ownership

Proposed CRT only parking (Indicative)

Proposed Hibernacula
To be sited at appropriate locations and agreed with Project Ecologist

Standard Tree Planting

Trees to be planted into prepared tree pits, backfilled with topsoil/soil 
ameliorants as specified.  At the time of planting, the tree pit diameter is to be 
500mm greater than the root ball, wide enough to accommodate roots when 
fully spread. Trees shall have a 1000mm diameter circle around the base of 
the trunk to be maintained free from grass and spread with 75mm medium 
grade mulch. Mulch is not to be placed against the stem of the tree. All trees 
are to be watered-in when planted with a minimum 54L, and then when 
required within the Maintenance Period to ensure survival. Bareroot trees up 
to 12-14cm girth are to be single staked - stakes well driven into the ground 
minimum 300mm into bottom of tree pit, outside of the root ball.

Medium / Large Trees
Species Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Betula pubescenes Downy Birch
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Prunus avium Cherry
Tilia cordata Lime
Quercus robur Pendunculate Oak
Quercus petraea Sessile Oak

Small Trees
Species Name
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Sorbus aria Whitebeam
Sorbus aucuparia Mountain Ash
Sorbus terminalis Wild Service Tree

Riparian Trees / Shrubs
Species Name
Alnus glutinosa Alder
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood
Frangula alnus Alder buckthorn
Populus nigra Black Poplar

Proposed Native Woodland Planting

Proposed Native Scrub Planting

Proposed Native Standard Tree Planting (Medium/Large)

Proposed Native Standard Tree Planting (Small)

Proposed Native Riparian Tree / Native Shrub Planting

Woodland Planting

All trees to be planted in prepared pits of 300x300x300mm for whips. Pits to 
be backfilled with topsoil/soil ameliorants as above. All plants to be well 
firmed. All stock to be well watered when planted with a minimum of 
4.5L/whip. A weed free space will be maintained around the base of each 
tree, preferably by the use of mulch mats. All trees to be fitted with proprietary 
rabbit guards to prevent browsing by mammals. To be planted at 2.0m 
centres.

% Species Name
15 Acer Campestre Field Maple
10 Betula pubescens Downy Birch
15 Sambucus nigra Elder
10 Corylus avellana Hazel
10 Quercus robur Pendunculate Oak
20 Crateagus monogyna Hawthorn
15 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
5 Ilex aquifolium Holly

Replacement Native Hedgerow Planting

Where it is necessary to remove sections of the existing hedgerow, 
replacement native hedgerow planting would be undertaken around the site 
boundaries to infill gaps in the existing hedgerows.

Planting trenches to be thoroughly forked over or rotovated to a minimum 
depth of 350-400mm, ensuring that the subgrade and topsoil are both free 
draining. All planting beds are to be 90mm below adjacent grass/hard 
surfaces. All stock to be well watered when planted with 20L of water per m2. 
Following planting and watering operations, all beds are to be mulched with 
50-75mm of mulch (5-75mm particle size, British origin, FSC certified).

Bare root native species hedgerow planting to be planted in a double 
staggered row (DSR), protected by rabbit proof guards with the base pushed 
flush to ground level, and held in place with a cane. To be planted at 5 plants 
per linear m in a double staggered row. The hedgerow mix would comprise 
the following species:

% Species Name
20 Corylus avellana Hazel
20 Ilex aquifolium Holly
20 Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
20 Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
10 Sambucus nigra Elder
10 Rosa canina Dog Rose

Existing swamp retained
Refer to Phase 1 survey for details and extents

Proposed CRT only access track (Indicative)

Proposed Landscape Bunds (Indicative)
Refer to Arcadis Drawings

Proposed 1.5m wide timber gate
To be installed in existing fence, which will be made good. 

Figure 4: Green Infrastructure Proposals
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5.0 Green Infrastructure Evaluation

1. Optimises Multifunctionality and Connectivity

Landscape, Ecology and Arboricultural surveys have been 

undertaken to identify the GI features and ecological networks 

within the site and its surroundings. The new pond would 

provide a large area of open water habitat located adjacent 

to the Montgomery Canal. New planting includes areas of 

woodland planting and trees that would relate to existing areas 

of tree, hedgerow and woodland cover in the local landscape. 

Bird boxes, bat boxes and hibernacula would also be provided.

2. Positively Responds to the Climate Emergency

It is proposed to reuse excavated material on site wherever 

possible to create new connected bunded habitat and to 

minimise the amount of material taken off site. The GI proposals 

demonstrate how the scheme would result in a net gain in tree 

cover locally with associated benefits such as increased carbon 

sequestration in the medium term once planting has matured.

3. Maximises Environmental Net Gain 

The new large pond has been designed to provide excellent 

habitat for aquatic plants and the nature reserve would be 

managed by CRT. The pond has been designed to comprise 

primarily open water habitat but a raised berm to the west 

would provide additional wildlife interest.

Building with Nature

Aquatic plants will generally be permitted to colonise the new 

wetland naturally. Plant species are anticipated to include 

Luronium natans, a plant for which the Welsh section of the 

Montgomery canal is internationally protected for.

As detailed on the Green Infrastructure Plan, the nature 

reserve would also incorporate new native woodland planting, 

tree groups and individual trees, species rich grassland and wet 

grassland.

4. Champions a Context Driven Approach 

The design process has had regard throughout to the 

location and surroundings of the new reserve. The layout 

and appearance of the new open water habitat and planting 

is strongly influenced by its rural context and setting. Whilst 

some minor tree and vegetation works would be required 

to allow for the construction of the open water habitat and 

control structure, the vast majority of the existing vegetation 

would be retained and supplemented with new native planting. 

The basin earthworks and proposed bunded habitat would be 

carefully profiled to blend with the surrounding landscape and 

topography.

The aim is for these new features to have a naturalistic 

appearance. As new planting establishes, this would further 

soften the form of the new pond and bunds and ensure these 

This section provides an evaluation of the GI proposals using 

the Building with Nature (BwN) standards. Taken together, 

the BwN standards define ‘what good looks like’ by offering 

a set of quality standards for placemaking and place-keeping, 

covering the themes of wellbeing, water and wildlife.

Core Standards 1-6

Water Standards 9-10

Wellbeing Standards 7-8

Wildlife Standards 11-12
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features are well-integrated with the local landscape.

5. Creates Distinctive Places 

The proposals have been designed to maintain the pleasant, 

open and rural aspect of the area. As noted above, the open 

water habitat would be allowed to colonise naturally and 

managed to ensure a locally appropriate and distinctive flora. 

The control structure would be designed to minimise impact 

on views from the towpath along the canal. Wherever possible, 

natural materials would be used in the works as appropriate 

for the location.

6.	 Secures	Effective	Place-keeping	

The new reserve would be managed in perpetuity by the Trust 

in order to ensure the successful establishment and ongoing 

maintenance of new planting and habitats.

7. Brings Nature Closer to People 

The nature reserve will be a low-key addition to the canal 

corridor. The existing Public Right of Way from Coppice Lane 

to the edge of the Montgomery Canal would be retained and 

diverted where it is necessary to facilitate construction of the 

new pond. Views towards the new open water and terrestrial 

habitats would also be possible from the towpath along the 

Montgomery Canal.

8. Supports Equitable and Inclusive Places

The Wern Reserve forms part of the broader Montgomery 

Canal Restoration Project, which would deliver a series of 

access improvements along this stretch of the canal. 

9. Delivers Climate Resilient Water Management 

The Wern Reserve would create a new large pond and 

associated open water and other wetland habitats at the edge 

of the Montgomery Canal, which is a designated SSSI. The 

control structure would regulate water flow and water levels 

within the pond would mimic those of the canal.

10. Brings Water Closer to People 

See comment in relation to Standard 7 above.

11. Delivers Wildlife Enhancement 

The nature reserve would deliver a connected network of open 

water and other wetland, woodland and grassland habitats. A 

Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) and Net Benefit Report 

have been prepared to accompany the application. The reports 

detail the proposed wildlife enhancements and benefits 

resulting from the proposed reserve.

12. Underpins Nature’s Recovery 

The proposed biodiversity enhancements include the provision 

of bird and bat boxes along with on site hibernacula and habitat 

piles. As noted above, the GI proposals include new wetland, 

woodland and grassland habitats that have been designed to 

extend and complement existing habitats within the site and 

its surroundings.




