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Places along the Regent’s Canal

icle about the
A newspaper article a
explosion. Newspapers were very

Blow-up Bridge

In 1874 a boat carrying guppowc?ldere
exploded under Macclesfield Bridg

in Regent’s Park. The explosion L over
was so loud that it was heard a

London.

The canal was reo'pened WlthAn 2\\/503
days of the explosion. The bri ngst
rebuilt using the same heavy

iron columns. Ever glnce tge e
explosion Macclesfield B.rl g

been called Blow-Up Bridge.

The Macclesfield Bridge ip tl;e 1820s
Xplosion).
(before the exp o
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important in the past. ' _
;m;) would an accident like this be

reported today?

Early in the morning of
Friday 2ng October 1874, five
boats were being toweq

by a steam Powered tug
along the Regent’s Cang

in Regent’s park. One of the 4
boats, calleq the Tilbury, was 3
carrying a cargo of abouyt
five tons of gunpowder.
The boat was on its way
to Nottingham Where the
gunpowder woy|g be used

Completely demolished gng the
houses nearby suffereq damage to
for blasting in the coal mines,

Just before 5 o'clock in the
morning, when the Tilbury
Was passing under
Macclesfielq Bridge, the
gunpowder caught fire gng
there was gn €normous
explosion. The bridge was

LAV

on to the streets in a panic stij in their
night clothes, There was thick

Smoke everywhere ang people
thought thqt the end of the world hagd
Come. Three of the boatmen dieg,
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